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DEAR PARENTS AND STUDENTS

As students move into Years 9, they enter the next phase of their education that allows them to make some 
choices and pursue a greater level of depth in courses which they have enjoyed and achieved success. At the 
same time, students will continue to develop their learning in courses that are compulsory requirements as 
they progress towards the Higher School Certificate.

This Guide to Stage 5 outlines the mandatory and elective courses offered at Oran Park Anglican College. 
When choosing elective courses, it is important that our students take time to consider their experience in 
Years 7 and 8 and select courses of study that are well suited to abilities and interests. Research indicates 
that a broad and interesting range of courses, in which students feel confident, will form the best basis for 
successful outcomes. Additionally, we know that young people who are setting goals for themselves are more 
likely to improve, strive for their personal best and ultimately succeed. This is true for the both academic 
subjects and co-curricular pursuits.

For this reason, during Year 9 and 10, we also encourage our students to volunteer for the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Program which involves outdoor education and community service. We know that the added effort 
of training for physical challenges and volunteering as part of a team is often a milestone in the lives of our 
students and a great encouragement to achieve in other areas.

We trust you will find this guide helpful and that you will enjoy the opportunity to discuss your course 
selection at the Information Evening. As a Christian College, we also hope that you will seek God’s word and 
lean on his promises as we know He has a plan for our lives and our best interests at heart. With this in mind, 
we expect that every student will give their best effort, seek our assistance when necessary, continue to 
develop sound study habits and strive to reach their full potential in their next stage of school life. Please be 
assured of our prayers and best wishes as you proceed.

Naomi Wilkins 
Principal
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STAGE 5

In order to complete Stage 5, students are required to:
• Demonstrate a satisfactory record of attendance
• Maintain a consistent application to their studies
• Reach the minimum standards of achievement set by NESA (NSW Education Standards Authority)

If a student leaves school at the end of Year 10 they will receive a Record of School Achievement (RoSA) 
which will list all the subjects they have studied and the grades they have achieved as well as other 
information. If they choose to continue into Year 11 they will receive no formal documentation from the NESA 
until they leave.

There are a number of subjects prescribed by the NSW Government for study throughout each of Years 7 to 10. 
These are:
• English
• Mathematics
• Science
• Human Society and its Environment
• Personal Development, Health and Physical Education

In addition to these, all schools and colleges are required to teach:
• A Language Other Than English (for at least 100 hours)
• Music (for at least 100 hours)
• Visual Arts (for at least 100 hours)
• Technology Mandatory (for at least 200 hours including 50 hours of Computer Studies) 

In this College these requirements are met by the end of Stage 4 (Year 8).

The NESA stipulates the minimum number of hours which should be allocated for each subject. It also 
specifies the outcomes which students are expected to achieve and the standards by which a student’s 
mastery is to be measured and reported.
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DISCRETIONARY COURSES

Individual Independent schools and colleges have freedom to offer additional subjects and courses and to 
determine the amount of time (above the minimum) allocated to each subject or course.

At the College, the curriculum in Stage 5 also includes, in each two-week cycle:
• Christian Studies 
• Assembly and Pastoral Care
• Sport 

Pastoral  
Care
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SUBJECTS STUDIED IN STAGE 5

THE CORE SUBJECTS IN STAGE 5
The core subjects to be studied in Year 9 (2020) and Year 10 (2021) will be:
• English
• Mathematics
• Science
• Christian Studies
• History (including Australian History)
• Geography (including Australian Geography)
• Personal Development, Health and Physical Education

ELECTIVE SUBJECTS
Each student will take three elective subjects. There will be the option to continue the same electives in Year 10 
or choose from the other elective options. 

The elective subjects which students will choose from are:
• Child Studies
• Commerce
• Design and Technology
• Drama
• Extreme History
• Food Technology
• Industrial Technology (Timber)
• Information Software Technology
• Japanese
• Music
• Photographic and Digital Media
• Physical Activity and Sports Studies (Board endorsed)
• Visual Arts
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HOW TO CHOOSE SUBJECTS

DO AND DON’TS

RIGHT SUBJECT……RIGHT LEVEL……..BEST RESULT!!!
This is the first time students get to have 
a say in the subjects they are choosing. 
Any subject choice made at this stage is 
very unlikely  to  affect  subject  choices 
in Years 11 and 12. While it may be an 
advantage, for example to have studied 
Visual Arts in Years 9 and 10 if choosing it 
in Year 11, it is certainly  not  a prerequisite.

DO …
• Take time to think about your choice
• Find out about the subjects offered
• Choose subjects that interest you
• Choose subjects you are good at
• Choose subjects that you really want to learn

DO NOT CHOOSE A SUBJECT …
• Just because your friends are doing it
• Because your favourite teacher might teach it
• Because you think it is an easy option
• Because it is ‘just for boys’ or ‘just for girls’
• Because it has a great excursion

Quite often not going through this process carefully can result in students choosing subjects that they are 
not suited for. This is like buying an outfit that doesn’t fit properly. After a short time you can’t return the outfit 
to the shop – you end up dissatisfied. This will be detrimental to your enjoyment and ultimately your overall 
satisfaction.
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CHILD STUDIES

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Child Studies explores the broad range of social, environmental, genetic and cultural factors that influence 
pre-natal development and a child’s sense of wellbeing and belonging between 0 and 8 years of age. It 
includes study of preconception and family preparation, newborn care and the influence and impact of 
nutrition, play, technology and the media. It also assists students to understand the significant impact of 
the child’s environment and the role that the child and others can take in the active construction of this 
environment. They will learn to identify, create and evaluate solutions to enhance child wellbeing.

Learning in Child Studies will promote in students a sense of empathy for children, their parents, 
caregivers and those that have the potential to influence the learning environments. It contributes to 
the development in young people of an understanding and appreciation of the range of ways they can 
positively impact on the wellbeing of children through roles in both paid and unpaid contexts.

The knowledge, understanding, skills and values developed through Child Studies provides a foundation 
for a wide range of study options in and beyond school and also a range of vocational pathways that 
support and enhance the wellbeing of children. Study of this syllabus will also support young people 
engaged in voluntary caring, supervision and child support roles and in formal work opportunities such as 
childcare and education.

TOPICS COVERED

Students will study a minimum of 4 modules from the list below (per year):
• Preparing for parenthood
• Health and safety in childhood
• Conception to birth
• Food and nutrition in childhood
• Family interactions
• Children and culture
• Newborn care
• Media and technology in childhood
• Growth and development
• Aboriginal cultures and childhood
• Play and the developing child
• Childcare services and career opportunities
• The diverse needs of children

ASSESSMENT

Students will be assessed throughout each unit using a variety of methods such as (but not limited to): 
examinations, program writing, comprehension skills, portfolios, teaching and presenting information, 
video analysis, independent research projects, quizzes, and web-quests.

Assessment of the student’s learning will be conducted throughout their whole learning experience, and 
is not exclusive to formal assessment tasks, but will include teacher observations of lesson interaction, the 
quality of their written/typed work, their group work and interpersonal learning skills, and the consistency 
of their engagement in lessons and submission of homework.
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COMMERCE

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Commerce is concerned with the business of everyday living. It provides the knowledge, skills, 
understanding and values that form the foundation on which young people make sound decisions on 
consumer, financial, business, legal and employment issues.

Central to the course is the development of an understanding of the relationships between consumers, 
businesses and governments in the overall economy. Students will develop the capacity to apply problem- 
solving strategies which incorporate the skills of analysis and evaluation. Students will develop the 
ability to research information, evaluate options, and participate in collaborative decision-making within 
the commercial and legal framework and acquire the necessary skills to become self-directed lifelong 
learners.

Commerce provides a good foundation to go on and study Economics, Business Studies and Legal 
Studies in Years 11 and 12.

TOPICS COVERED

A range of topics will be studied over Years 9 & 10 including:
• Consumer and Financial Decisions
• The Economic and Business Environment
• Law & Society
• Employment and Work Futures
• Travel
• Investing
• Running a business
• Promoting and Selling

ASSESSMENT

In Commerce both formative and summative assessment is used to demonstrate students’ knowledge, 
understanding and skills including their ability to research, analyse and present commercial information 
in a range of real life scenarios. Students are also given the opportunity to run their own school based 
business as a means of assessment.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The study of Design and Technology develops a student’s ability for innovative and creative thought 
through the planning and production of design projects related to real-world needs and situations. 
Students investigate existing solutions, analyse data and information, and generate, justify and evaluate 
ideas. Students experiment with tools, materials and technologies to manage and produce prototypes, 
products and solutions to identified needs and problems.

Students undertaking Design and Technology learn to be creative and innovative in the development 
and communication of solutions. Students learn to identify, analyse and respond to needs through 
research and experimentation leading to the development of quality design projects. They learn about 
Work Health and Safety to manage and safely use a range of materials, tools and technologies to aid in 
the development of design projects. Students critically evaluate their own work and the work of others. 
Individual design projects provide students with opportunities to develop their project management skills.

The study of Design and Technology equips students with many of the skills required to become valuable 
and effective members of society.

TOPICS COVERED

The content of Design and Technology is delivered through contexts which focus on specific areas. These 
contexts provide meaningful frameworks for designing, producing and evaluating and also allow students 
to negotiate their own focus area of interest. Examples of contexts and focus areas which may be offered 
in 2021 are:

Context Focus Area of Design

Materials Technologies • Textiles
• Timber
• Electronics

Engineered Systems • Mechatronic
• Structural
• Environmental

Digital Technologies • Control Systems
• Software Solutions

Agriculture • Environmental
• Plant enterprise

ASSESSMENT

Assessment in Design and Technology involves 3 approaches. Assessment for Learning enables teachers 
to use information about student performance to inform their teaching and provide meaningful feedback 
to students. Assessment as Learning encourages students to reflect on their learning and work toward 
their learning goals. Assessment of Learning enables teachers to gather evidence to assess student 
achievement against learning goals and standards.



YEAR 9 SUBJECT SELECTION 2021 ORAN PARK ANGLICAN COLLEGE | PAGE 12

DRAMA 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Drama enables young people to develop knowledge, understanding and skills individually and 
Collaboratively to make, perform and appreciate dramatic and theatrical works. Students take on roles as 
a means of exploring the ways people react and respond to different situations, issues and ideas.

Students learn to make, perform and appreciate dramatic and theatrical works. They devise and enact 
dramas using scripted and unscripted material and use acting and performance techniques to convey 
meaning to an audience. They learn to respond to, reflect on and analyse their own work and the work of 
others and evaluate the contribution of drama and theatre to enriching society.

TOPICS COVERED

All students undertake a unit of play-building in every 100 hours of the course. Play-building refers to a 
group of students collaborating to make their own piece of drama from a variety of stimuli.

At least one other dramatic form or performance style must also be studied in the first 100 hours. 
Examples of these include improvisation, mime, script, physical theatre, mask, comedy and Shakespeare.

Students also learn about the elements of drama, various roles in the theatre, the visual impact of design, 
production elements and the importance of the audience in any performance.

ASSESSMENT

Year 9 Drama assessment is divided evenly between Making, Performing and Appreciating.

Making Students collaborate in group learning activities to explore the conventions and performance 
techniques of playbuilding. The emphasis is on using improvisation, elements of drama, research, 
characterisation/role, narrative and linking strategies that are appropriate to playbuilding around the 
theme and that assist students in devising their own work.

Performing Students perform a piece of group-devised playbuilding, emphasising the theme, to develop 
acting skills and performance techniques and strive for clarity in dramatic meaning. Students perform 
pieces, as an in-class activity or to a selected audience. There will be opportunities to perform at specific 
Chapels & performances evenings.

Appreciating Students undertake the appreciation of Drama throughout the unit. They reflect on their 
own work and the work of others. They recognise dramatic problems and solve them individually and in a 
group. Students explore and acquire drama terminology with specific reference to playbuilding.

They use their workbook to record this terminology and are encouraged to use correct vocabulary in their 
discussions, evaluations and reflections.
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EXTREME HISTORY 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Elective History is for students who are interested in history and would enjoy studying important moments 
in world history, including great empires, terrible rulers, inspiring revolutions and moments of intense 
terror. It aims to develop advanced historical skills in analysing historical sources and conducting deep and 
meaningful research. This is an elective course that is studied in addition to the mandatory course. Elective 
History is excellent preparation for study in Ancient, Modern and Extension History in the senior years.

TOPICS COVERED

NOTE: Students study ONE option from each of the topics below each year and depending on student 
interest, the selected option can vary.

Topic 1: History, Heritage and 
Archaeology
• Archaeological sites
• Biography
• Family history
• Film as history
• Heritage and conservation
• Historical fiction
• Historical reconstructions
• History and the media
• History websites/online 

environments
• Local history
• Museum and/or archives studies
• Oral history

Topic 2: Ancient, Medieval and 
Modern Societies
• Africa
• The Americas 
• Asia
• Australia
• Europe
• The Middle East
• The Pacific

Topic 3: Thematic Studies
• Continuity and diversity 

of Aboriginal cultures and 
society

• Economy and society
• Children in history
• Crime and punishment
• Gender in the past
• Heroes and villains
• Music through history
• Power and political unrest
• Religious and spiritual 

beliefs/practices
• Slavery
• Sport and recreation in 

history
• War and peace
• World myths and legends
• A school-developed study

ASSESSMENT

In Elective History students are assessed on their ability to research, analyse and present historical data. 
There is a wide range of assessments, including a focus on research assignments and source based 
examinations. Students will be given extensive training on constructing essays and oral presentations.
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The study of Food Technology provides students with a broad knowledge and understanding of food 
properties, processing, preparation and their interrelationships, nutritional considerations and consumption 
patterns. It addresses the importance of hygiene and safe working practices and legislation in the 
production of food. It also provides students with a context through which to explore the richness, pleasure 
and variety food adds to life.

This knowledge and understanding is fundamental to the development of food-specific skills, which can 
then be applied in a range of contexts enabling students to produce quality food products. Students 
develop practical skills in preparing and presenting food that will enable them to select and use appropriate 
ingredients, methods and equipment.

TOPICS COVERED

• Food Selection and Health
• Food in Australia
• Food for Special Needs
• Food for Special Occasions
• Food Product Development
• Food Trends
• Food Service and Catering
• Food Equity

ASSESSMENT

Students will be assessed on their knowledge, understanding and skills using a variety of formal and 
informal methods. Assessment will take place through written tasks, oral presentations, research tasks, 
examinations and practical activities.
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY TIMBER

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Timber focus area provides opportunities for students to develop knowledge, understanding and skills 
in relation to the timber and associated industries.

Core modules develop knowledge and skills in the use of materials, tools and techniques related to timber 
which are enhanced and further developed through the study of specialist modules in Cabinetwork and 
Wood machining.

Practical projects provide opportunities for students to develop specific knowledge, understanding and 
skills related to timber-related technologies. These may  include:
• Furniture items
• Decorative timber products
• Storage and transportation products
• Small stepladders or similar
• Storage and display units

TOPICS COVERED

The timber focus area has a compulsory Core Module which is covered in the 100-hour course that leads to 
a Specialised Module studied in the 200-hour course. 

The Core Module develops understanding and skills through the design, production and evaluation 
of practical projects and covers topics such as Design, Materials, Tools, Equipment, Techniques and 
Workplace Communication Skills. 

These topics are further developed in the Specialised Module.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment in Industrial Technology is in the form of classroom activities which provide students with 
opportunities to expand their learning and demonstrate what they have learnt. 

Students are actively engaged in classroom activities and assessment tasks to assess and measure what 
they have learnt in class. All units of work are based on a project where students are to complete portfolios 
and practical tasks which are based on the areas of assessment outlined in the Industrial Technology 
Timber course outline. 

Examples of projects studied in the Core Module may include, a chopping board, a spice rack, or a BBQ 
caddy. Projects in the Specialised Module may include a jewellery box, a bedside table or a display cabinet.
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INFORMATION SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGY

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The study of Information and Software Technology assists students to develop the knowledge, 
understanding and skills to solve problems in real life contexts. Through experiential and collaborative 
tasks, students engage in processes of analysing, designing, producing, testing, documenting, 
implementing and evaluating information and software technology-based solutions. Creative, critical and 
meta-cognitive thinking skills are developed through students’ practical involvement in projects.

Students develop Information and Software Technology solutions through project work, individually and 
collaboratively. Options provide opportunities for the contextualisation of the core and allow choices of 
areas of interest to be made.

TOPICS COVERED

• The Internet & Website Development
• Issues
• Authoring and Multimedia
• Networking Systems
• Hardware and Software
• Past, Current and Emerging Technologies
• Artificial Intelligence, Simulation and Modelling
• Design, produce and Evaluate
• Robotics
• Data Handling
• Software Development and Programming
• People

ASSESSMENT

All units of work that are taught through the Technical & Applied Studies faculty cater for a variety of class 
activities and assessment tasks which enhance teaching and improve student learning. The Assessment 
Tasks includes the development of a Website which covers social and ethical issues, combined with 
a series of projects that make focus on Networking, Robotics, Database Design and/or Digital Media 
manipulation.  

A number of Class Tasks are also incorporated for each of the Core Units taught. The subject is to 
incorporate various practical exercises to ensure that students are not over-loaded with theoretical work.

Students will learn how to use a range of application software such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator,  
Dreamweaver & Premiere Pro. All of these components enhance a student’s knowledge and practical 
experience in creating innovative projects.
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JAPANESE

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In the stage 5 Japanese Course, students will acquire and develop practical skills in speaking, listening to, 
reading and writing Japanese.

They will learn the necessary vocabulary and grammar to converse in Japanese on a variety of everyday 
topics and maintain communication in authentic situations as well as learning Hiragana, Katakana and 
some Kanji. These structures and features of the language will allow them to function in a range of practical 
situations. Students will also experience and learn about Japanese culture and develop an understanding of 
how culture is constructed through language

TOPICS COVERED

• Japanese Script (Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji)
• Hobbies and Interests
• Family and Friends
• All About Me
• Home Life
• Seasons
• My Time
• Around Town
• Japanese Culture

ASSESSMENT

Students will be assessed in examinations, assignments and classroom activities that develop students’ 
knowledge understanding and skills in Listening and Responding, Reading and Responding, Speaking and 
Writing. Cultural Understandings, Systems of the Japanese Language and Language Learning Strategies 
will be embedded in the course and assessments.
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MUSIC

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Music course in Stage 5 builds on the Introductory Music studied in Stage 4. No prior knowledge 
is required; however, students should be willing to undertake instrumental or vocal lessons in order to 
maximise their experience of elective Music. Students are required to participate in a College ensemble to 
develop their performance skills.

TOPICS COVERED

The course has a more concentrated focus on music and should extend students’ opportunities to:
• Develop practical skills in performance on their chosen musical instrument

Develop an understanding and appreciation of musical context, with a consideration of topics such as:
• Australian music
• Jazz
• Music for TV, film and radio
• Traditional music of another culture
• Rock music
• Classical music
• Music Technology
• Study of musical theory and composition

ASSESSMENT

Stage 5 Music assessment is divided evenly between Performing, Composing and Listening. Students 
major in the instrument or voice of their choice and engage in individual and group performances that 
reflect the current topic and provide opportunities for students to develop and enhance their instrumental 
skills. Interesting and varied composition tasks using music software, digital technology, and a variety of 
other composition aides provide opportunities for students to explore their creative potential. Mid-Course 
and Final Examinations assess student’s ability to analyse and discuss musical features from a variety of 
genres.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC AND DIGITAL MEDIA

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Photographic and Digital Media in Stage 5 builds on the Introductory Visual Arts studied in Stage 4. It 
provides specialised learning opportunities through the exploration of visual technologies that are an 
essential part in the contemporary artworld. Students are exposed to techniques that permeate the fields of 
design, television, film, video, internet and mass media.

TOPICS COVERED

Students will investigate ways to represent ideas and interests through still photography, video and 
computer generated artworks.
• Focus is placed on using light and composition effectively to create quality images
• Camera and non-camera based photographic techniques will be explored along with Photoshop and 

other digital software to manipulate images
• Inspiration will be drawn from photographic and digital artists through selected themes and areas of 

historical and critical interpretation

Students will be provided with opportunities to capture and document a variety of events, objects, people 
and sites. The course is predominantly practical but there is a significant emphasis on theoretical aspects.

ASSESSMENT

Stage 5 Photographic and Digital Media assesses Making and Critical/Historical Interpretations.

For Making, students are assessed on a body of work using still photography, video or digital software. 
Themes covered are Shapes and Shadows, Stories and Memories, Places, Portraiture, Time

Critical/Historical Interpretation is assessed through written tasks and Yearly Examinations and constitutes 
40% of the student’s final mark. The remaining 60% is awarded to the practical Making tasks.
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PHYSICAL ACTIVITY & SPORTS STUDIES

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Physical Activity and Sports Studies (PASS) provides for a comprehensive study of physical activity and 
movement. It incorporates a study of the way the body functions and how to prepare to move efficiently 
in a variety of contexts. In addition, PASS examines social issues related to physical activity and its role in 
the lives of the individual and Australian society. It also has a focus on moving with skill in order to enjoy 
participation and to achieve performance goals.

Physical Activity and Sports Studies represents a broad view of physical activity and the many possible 
contexts in which individuals can build activity into their lifestyle. Students will engage in a variety of 
movement applications including lifelong physical activities, recreational and leisure pursuits, competitive 
and non-competitive games and sports, individual and group experiences and physical fitness activities.

TOPICS COVERED

• Body systems and energy for physical activity
• Fundamentals of motor skill development
• Event management
• Physical activity and sport for specific groups
• Physical fitness
• Outdoor Recreation
• Enhancing performance – strategies and techniques
• Sports Preparation – safety, nutrition
• Australia’s sporting identity
• Coaching and leading
• Enhancing performance – strategies and techniques
• Technology, participation and performance
• Physical activity for health
• Issues in physical activity and sport
• Lifestyle, leisure and recreation

ASSESSMENT

Students will be assessed using a variety of methods including: examinations, program writing, research 
and investigation, teaching and presenting games/activities, event management service, essay writing, oral 
presentations, practical performances and video analysis.
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VISUAL ARTS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Visual Arts Course in Stage 5 builds on the Introductory Visual Arts studied in Stage 4. The Visual Arts 
are an important means of communication and self-expression. They involve looking at our environment 
and responding to it in a visual way. The aim of Stage 5 Visual Arts is to enable students to develop 
and enjoy practical and conceptual autonomy in their abilities to represent ideas in the visual arts while 
increasing skills across a range of 2D and 3D art making mediums.

TOPICS COVERED

Students learn to understand and value the different concepts that affect meaning and significance and 
appreciate that art is subject to different interpretations. Students will critically and historically interpret art 
informed by their understanding of practice, the conceptual framework and the frames (the Visual Arts Key 
Content).

Stage 5 Visual Arts learning opportunities can include:
• Focus to a greater degree on art making, in a variety of media but with some specialisation in a 

particular art medium
• Extend their critical and historical study of both contemporary and historical artists
• Complete one or more comprehensive studies of an artist or artistic style which has influenced their 

own artistic development

The subject matter will include a variety of natural and manmade locations, objects, people, events, issues 
and themes. There will be opportunity to explore a variety of artistic media such as drawing, printmaking, 
ceramics, painting, sculpture and digital. The course is predominantly practical but there is a significant 
emphasis on theoretical aspects.

ASSESSMENT

Stage 5 Visual Arts assesses Artmaking and Critical/Historical Studies.

For Artmaking students are assessed on a body of work related to a variety of media including: drawing, 
painting on canvas boards, digital images, recycled and wearable art pieces and ceramics. Themes covered 
are Still Life, Wearable Art, Fairytales, The City, Street Art and Tribal Cultures.

Critical/Historical Studies is assessed through written tasks and Yearly Examinations and constitutes 40% 
of the student’s final mark. The remaining 60% is awarded to the practical Artmaking tasks.
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NOTES
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NOTES
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