
As Acting Principal, I have had the opportunity to see the 

entire operations of the College across Junior School and 

Senior School. It is indeed a vibrant learning community. 

Senior School Assembly this week focused on RUOK? Day, 

with a week of events to empower people to reach out to 

those who might be struggling, meaningfully connect and 

lend support. We also heard about Christian author CS  

Lewis and in particular, his book ‘The Lion, the Witch and 

the Wardrobe’. The allegory, where Aslan dies to save  

Edmund’s life and his subsequent resurrection is clearly 

paralleled with the life of Christ. 

Junior School celebrated Book Week with the theme 

‘Dreaming with Eyes Open’. It was a surreal campus with 

staff in winter pyjamas and dressing gowns, and students in 

a wild variety of costumes. There were superheroes,  

princesses, gorillas, dinosaurs, wizards, bananas, pirates, 

minions and even Thing 1 and Thing 2. Many parents and 

carers were able to join us for a wonderful Oran Park  

Anglican College community event. 

Father’s Day ‘Dads and Donuts’ was another wonderful 

time in the Junior School, where dads and carers enjoyed 

‘sometimes food’ and shared an afternoon with their sons 

and daughters. 

In Senior School, it is an exciting time as students ready 

themselves for the Year 7-10 camps. The camps are a time 

to develop new friendships and build resilience as students 

share new experiences together in a variety of outdoor 

ventures.  

For the students in Year 12, it is a special moment in their 

lives as they look to leave the nest and spread their wings. I 

know there are mixed feelings, the apprehension and  

excitement of what the next chapter will hold, the sadness 

of saying farewell to staff and the College, where they have 

spent much of their formative years and the anxiety of  

upcoming HSC examinations. They have planned an  

informal assembly for the last week where they are looking 

forward to sharing reflections and expressing their humour 

as part of the College’s rite of passage. The more formal 

Graduation Assembly on Wednesday 21 September will be 

an opportunity for the College and family to recognise 

their collective achievement on completing 13 years of 

school learning. 

On a much sadder note, we were starkly reminded this 

week of the fragility and preciousness of human life. Our 

hearts go out to the close-knit community at Buxton and 

particularly Picton High School, who are grieving the loss of 

five of their students in a car crash. This is a tragedy too 

difficult to properly comprehend and we ask, as a  

neighbouring community, that you pray for the students, 

friends and family impacted by this accident. We also ask 

that you sit down with your sons and daughters of driving 

age and soberly remind them of the need for caution and 

safety when on the road. 

God bless, 

 

 

“The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; he  

delivers them from all their troubles. The Lord is close to 

the broken hearted and saves those who are crushed in 

spirit.” (Psalm 34:17-18)  

Steve Owen 

Acting Principal 
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College News 

College Office  

The College office hours during term time are 8am to 4pm  

Monday—Friday, should you need to contact us please call 

our office on 02 4604 0000.  

You can also use the following email address:  

• General enquiries—admin@opac.nsw.edu.au  

• Absence notifications—absences@opac.nsw.edu.au  

• Covid notifications—covid@opac.nsw.edu.au  

• Student/Events enquiries—

studentservices@opac.nsw.edu.au  

Newspapers 

For Visual Arts 

Our Visual Arts team 

are in desperate need 

of newspapers, if  

anyone can assist can 

you please drop them 

in at our front office. 

Walk for Water  

On Thursday 15 September our Junior School students will 

be participating in Walk for Water to raise funds to help 

build wells in developing countries so that young children 

don’t have to walk to retrieve water for their families and  

communities. 

Please click here or scan the QR code below for further  

information and to make a donation. 

https://walkforwater.raisely.com/








In the last newsletter I shared a 

letter I received from 1R,  

requesting a giraffe for our  

College. Yesterday I spoke with 

them and shared my reasons for 

being unable to grant their  

request, but I was able to give 

them a toy giraffe for their  

classroom. They were very  

excited and promised to take very 

good care of their new friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to having parents visit each of our 

classrooms over the following week as we showcase the  

fabulous learning we have been doing this term. Please refer 

to the Parent Reminders for days and times that your child’s 

classroom will be open. 
Mrs Jenny Squire 
Deputy Principal -                     
Head of Junior School  

Last Thursday we held our Junior School Book Week Parade for 

the first time since 2020. There was so much colour, so much 

excitement and so many families visiting! It was a truly  

wonderful time to celebrate the creativity of authors and  

illustrators. Book week is also a time to recognise the value of 

reading and the enriching opportunity that reading a good 

book can give us. Reading is so important. Whether we are 

reading to learn or reading to escape, reading opens up a 

whole new world to us. 

Thank you to those families that packed a picnic lunch and 

joined us in the playground after the parade. It was  

heart-warming to walk through the playground and see it full 

of families eating and chatting together.  

The Bookfair in the Junior School Library also provided families 

with an opportunity to purchase books, and as a result of your 

patronage, we are able to provide over $2,000 worth of new 

books to our Library.  

Thank you for your support! 

 

J U N I O R  S C H O O L  



JUNIOR SCHOOL H EA LT H  &  W E L L B E I N G  

Bounce Back 

Over the last two weeks, students have explored the following 

topics, What Makes Us Laugh and Putting It All Together 

which was a practical opportunity to play games and revise 

the concepts we have covered.  

Our Year 5 students continue to do an amazing job, engaging 

the students in their groups well and showing Courage and 

Craftsmanship as they prepare for and lead their groups each 

week. 

Black Dog Institute Mental Health Check 

Thank you to all the parents who accessed and completed the 

background questionnaire for the clinical trial on mental 

health run by the Black Dog institute. The Black Dog Institute 

aims to improve outcomes for young people (6-12 years old) 

experiencing depression and anxiety. In the trial, we’ll be 

helping them test a new online screening tool for children in 

years K-6 and its impact on mental health stigma. 

Thank you for your support with this clinical trial. 

CRU FIT  

On Thursday 8 September, 15 students in Stage 3 attended a 

Cru FIT (Followers in Training) leadership training event held 

at our College. For students in Years 5 or 6, FIT provides an 

amazing opportunity for young CRU Group leaders and  

potential leaders to grow in their knowledge of Jesus while 

learning the practical skills of following and serving Him,  

particularly at school. The theme for this term’s FIT was “Cru 

leaders are servants”.  

The afternoon was a lot of fun for our students to see Cru run 

on a bigger scale. The Cru Ministry team ran electives to teach 

the students practical and creative ways to serve our College, 

especially in our Cru group. As well as the Bible talk, there was 

plenty of time for playing games, eating yummy food, and 

making new friends with students from other schools.  

We are looking forward to seeing our students help lead Cru 

and serve Jesus through their involvement.   



Mr Przydacz  

Wellbeing Coordinator -  

Junior School  

During Weeks 5-6, classes were encouraged to write a letter 

to a nominated resident from the Anglicare Retirement  

Village adjacent to our College, to reach out and connect with 

some of the residents. During Week 7, all classes excitedly 

received their replied letters, helping them discover  

interesting facts and information about their resident.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Corbett also spoke about our Walk4Water event in Week 

9, where students will have the opportunity to help our  

College raise money towards providing fresh clean drinking 

water for families around the world that don’t have access to 

this precious resource like we do. For more information and 

for sponsorship details, please follow the links below to the 

promotional video and Raisely website. 

Promotional Video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDbm3O2kBIc 

Website for donations:  

https://walkforwater.raisely.com/ 

Chapel 

In Chapel this term we are looking at some of the compassion 

statements of Jesus found in Matthew 25. Last week we had 

our Father’s Day Chapel and it was so great to share this time 

and some donuts with 220 of our fathers and other special 

family members and friends. Ben Pakula brought the Bible 

message for us and we looked at the statement “When I was a 

stranger, you welcomed me”.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDbm3O2kBIc
https://walkforwater.raisely.com/


Learning Enrichment 

On the 9th to 11th August, three groups of students from 

Oran Park Anglican College attended Macarthur Anglican’s 

annual Gateway 8 competition. Gateway 8 is an incredible 

opportunity for students with strengths across a number 

of areas to challenge themselves and grow in their logical 

thinking, problem-solving and teamwork. Our students 

competed against a number of elite schools from across 

Sydney in a series of academic challenges, covering  

Mathematics, English, Science, Humanities, Creative  

Design and Music. 

Though we did not gain an overall placing this time, it was 

an excellent and wonderfully enriching experience for all 

of our teams. Well done to those who participated! 

Some of our students in years 3-6 have also been  

competing in the Maths Olympiad Competition. This has 

served to extend students’ knowledge of and capacity to 

solve complex problems and has provided for lively  

competition during Mathematics instruction times. 



Prep 

Much of our learning this term has been focussed on “Living 

Things”.  The children have compared living and non-living 

things and have looked at dinosaurs, a variety of wild  

animals, animals that live in the ocean, and animals native 

to Australia.   

The culmination to our learning about “Living Things” was 

the creation of our amazing dioramas.  We used our  

imaginations, our creative skills and the facts we knew 

about different animals to paint, cut and glue a habitat for 

our animals.  We are looking forward to sharing these with 

our parents when they visit us in our classroom during the 

next week.  

       Mrs Shepard 



Year 3 

Year 3 have been striving towards our learning goals this 

term, exploring new and exciting concepts in all Key 

Learning Areas! 

In Dance, we have been exploring the importance of  

sequencing and timing of our body movements, whilst 

investigating different types of dances (both historical 

and modern!). Year 3 students have shown incredible 

enthusiasm when developing a collaborative dance in 

small groups that demonstrate locomotive movements 

and beats. In recent weeks, we've even had a go at the 

classic Australian Bush Dance known as the Heel and Toe 

Polka, which was wonderful and humorous time for all! 

Book Week was also a huge highlight for our students. 

We had many creative costumes, including wizards,  

animals, and explorers of all kinds! Students also enjoyed 

visiting the Book Fair in our Junior School Library. All of 

Year 3 had a great time at the parade representing their 

favourite book characters and it was encouraging to see 

all the parents enthusiastically participating in the event. 

It's hard to believe that we've almost finished Term 3! 

We are looking forward to more fabulous learning and 

growth from our Year 3 students. 

Miss Lee, Mrs Watkins, Mrs Smith and Mrs Dransfield  



Guitarists Needed! 

We’re hoping to start up some guitar ensembles at the  

college for both Junior and Senior students. Please email Mr 

Chavura (tchavura@opac.nsw.edu.au) if your child would 

like to learn the guitar in a small group with some friends. 

Instrumental Tuition 

If your child would like to learn an instrument (including 

voice) please fill in the form located here and forward it to 

Mr Chavura (tchavura@opac.nsw.edu.au). We would love to 

have more students involved in our growing music program. 

Chapel Music 

Is your child interested in expressing his / her Christian faith 

in a chapel band? Send an email to Mr Chavura 

(tchavura@opac.nsw.edu.au) to let us know. We’re keen to 

have more students involved in musical worship each  

fortnight in our Chapel services.  

Music in Kindergarten 

Throughout Semester 1 and Semester 2, Kindergarten  

students have been learning about a variety of nursery 

rhymes and note values. Students have created their own 

rhythms on percussion instruments and dances to  

accompany the nursery rhymes and have been practising 

identifying the instrument families used in them.  

They have enjoyed ending each lesson singing a Colin  

Buchanan classic song with actions! 

       Mrs Maranthou 

Music in Stage 5 

Stage 5 Music students have been exploring Irish music this 

term. A highlight of this topic is the process of learning to 

play the tin whistle. Not to be mistaken with the recorder, 

the tin whistle is a traditional Irish instrument, still used  

today in folk music. Although many of the students are  

proficient on their instrument of choice, students have been 

demonstrating craftsmanship during the learning process to 

learn a new skill and gain an appreciation of music from a 

different culture. 

Each student has learnt a variety of reels and jigs,  

understanding the characteristics of each, and has begun 

the journey of composing their own Irish tunes. These are 

being composed ‘old school’ – with pencil and paper! This 

has encouraged students to enjoy the process of making 

mistakes. Each student is congratulated on their persistence 

and some of the fantastic compositions that are nearing 

completion. We look forward to hearing them! 

        Mr Miller 

mailto:tchavura@opac.nsw.edu.au
https://www.opac.nsw.edu.au/assets/documents/General-Information/Cocurricular-Music-at-OPAC.pdf
mailto:tchavura@opac.nsw.edu.au
mailto:tchavura@opac.nsw.edu.au


IPSSO  

In Week 7, we played against St Peter’s Anglican  

Grammar. All of the students showed excellent  

sportsmanship during their games! There were several 

impressive results too: 

• Junior netball won 14-1 

• Senior netball won 17-3 

• Junior AFL won 30-7 

• Senior AFL won 35-16 

In Week 8, we played against St Gregory’s College. It was 

great to see every student giving their best effort! We had 

the following excellent results: 

• Senior netball won 18-17 

3-6 College Sport 

In Weeks 7 and 8, we were able to get outside and enjoy 

the College Sport program for Term 3. Our students  

enjoyed learning netball and baseball skills from our 

teachers and external expert coaches!  

K-2 College Sport 

In Week 8, K-2 enjoyed learning some modified athletics 

skills to prepare them to compete in their Athletics  

Carnival in Week 10.  

CSSA State Athletics 

On Friday Week 7, 16 students competed at the CSSA 

State Athletics Carnival at the Sydney Olympic Park  

Athletics Centre.  

It was an amazing event to be a part of! All of the  

students competed brilliantly and made us very proud 

with their efforts! The highlight of the day was seeing 

Minnie-Mae Grose (Year 5) break the CSSA 1500m record! 

 We have four students who have qualified to represent 

CSSA at the CIS Athletics Carnival in Week 10:  

Minnie-Mae, Isaac Woods (Year 4), Corey Kirby (Year 4), 

Ruby Tindall (Year 5).  

Upcoming Events  

Week 9 

Wednesday (14/9): 

• IPSSO training at 7.45 am. All students in an IPSSO 

team are expected to be at training, as it is an  

essential part of each team’s development. Please 

let your child’s IPSSO coach know if they will be  

unable to attend training.  

• IPSSO game vs. St Peter’s Anglican Grammar. The 

junior game begins at 11.55 am; the senior game 

starts at 1 pm. 

Week 10 

Thursday (22/9): 

• K-2 Athletics Carnival. Parents are welcome to join 

us between 1.30 and 3pm in the grandstand at the 

oval across the road from the College.  

JUNIOR SCHOOL  SPORT  



 

CSSA State Athletics 



World Cup of Performing Arts 

Olivia Van Heeswyk was selected to represent Australia at 

WCOPA, which is the World Cup Of Performing Arts. This 

year 36 countries from around the world came together to 

compete in an Olympic style competition.  

At WCOPA Olivia won the title of 10/u Champion of the 

World for Ballet, Lyrical & Musical Theatre.  

She also won the following in the 8-10 years Category's: 

• Gold Medal for Ballet  

• Gold Medal for Lyrical  

• Gold Medal for Musical Theatre 

• Gold Medal for making the top 3 for 15/u Dance 

• Silver Medal Tap  

• Silver Medal Song ‘n Tap  

• Silver Medal Singing - Musical Theatre  

She also competed in the USA  Rainbow Nationals were the 

best dancers in America compete.  

She was overwhelmed to Win the Elite Junior Dancer of the 

Year 2022 where she was presented with a huge trophy, a 

tiara, a Dancer of the Year Jacket and $350 USD. 



This week Senior School has enjoyed Wellbeing Week which 

coincided with RUOK day. It was fantastic to see the Senior 

School Student Representative Council lead and promote a 

variety of activities, from a panel discussion in assembly, 

lunchtime barbeque, movie afternoon and much more to 

promote positive discussions around mental health and  

wellbeing. Our school holds an important role in raising the 

profile of mental health and wellbeing with students and the 

broader community.  

We saw firsthand through the tragic story of Paul Green 

(Cronulla Sharks player, Maroons and Nth Qld coach) that 

even very successful people battle with issues like depression 

and anxiety. RUOK day is a time to reflect on how we can  

engage in conversation and support of others. Furthermore, I 

was reading an article recently that referenced the statistic 

around how much time young people spend with their  

parents per day (only minutes) compared to their screens 

(multiple hours). Can I encourage all within our community to 

purposefully make time to engage in discussion and listen to 

what our children have to say. This can be as simple as  

making time for family meals or using the time we share with 

our kids when transporting them to a variety of sports  

training or musical rehearsals.  

Another recent event run within Senior School was the 

World Vision 40hr Famine, students went without a variety 

of things to help them reflect on the privilege and benefit 

they have access to in Australia. This contrasts with the 

global hunger crisis that exists in developing countries with 

vulnerable children. With the support and generosity of the 

school community students were able to raise a combined 

fundraising total of over $8000!  

What an amazing effort demonstrating our core value of 

Compassion. 

SENIOR SCHOOL  

Philip Gallagher  

Acting Head of Senior school 



A Handful of HSIE  
Year 8 Geography  

In Year 8 Geography this term we have been learning 

about interconnections and the way that people and  

places are connected through trade. Following on from an 

examination of Australia's trade links and connections, 

students took a closer look at the tense and evolving 

trade relationship between Australia and China. We then 

investigated the status of the trade relationship prior to 

COVID 19 and examined a timeline of the evolving  

relationship up until the current day.  

Students then were involved in a debate relating to 

whether the relationship between Australia and China 

could be repaired, including what it might take to do so. 

Finally, students speculated on the impacts of the current 

relationship on trade and the further consequences that 

could develop if the relationship were to worsen before 

providing valuable insights and avenues for  

reconciliation between the two nations.  

Year 11 Society and Culture 

In Society and Culture we have been working through the 

topic of intercultural communication, looking to  

understand how people across different social, cultural 

and environmental settings behave, communicate and  

perceive the world around them so that we can better  

understand each other and other cultures.  

In our assessment tasks we were taking on the role of a 

Cultural Consultant for an Australian company looking at 

expanding overseas. We conducted primary research 

through interviewing individuals of different cultures to 

develop a greater understanding of the cultural differences 

related to communication and how it affects intercultural 

understanding. This involved synthesising the findings from 

our interviews with secondary research and developed a 

presentation to educate the wider company on the cultur-

al differences and potential communication issues that 

could arise upon expansion into the country.  

Our students have been completing their presentations 

over the last two weeks and have provided enthusiastic 

engagement with the content, a thorough understanding 

of the complexities of intercultural communication and 

supplied viable strategies for the business to introduce to 

reduce the likelihood of intercultural misunderstanding.  



Peer Support  

The focus of this final session 

was to review skills, concepts 

and strategies covered  

throughout the Strengthening 

our Connections - Anti Bullying 

module. As with all the sessions, 

attention is given to the student’s individual and collective  

responsibility in creating a safe, supportive and inclusive  

environment. Discussion ensues about the student’s  

responsibility to stop and think about the harm they might be 

causing to another and in turn if they are the target of harmful 

behaviour to explore the intent behind the action and to  

consider appropriate responses. 

The session concludes with a celebration of their Peer  

Support Module with students sharing their learnings and  

insights from the sessions.  

Encourage your child to continue to share ideas and  

strategies that work in forming and maintaining great  

friendships, some of these will include discussion on positive 

social values like honesty, compassion, kindness, acceptance  

of difference, friendliness and respect.  

Year 7 Geography Excursion 

On Thursday, Year 7 were able to experience Oran Park 

Anglican College's first geography excursion in 3 years!  

We ventured to Sydney Olympic Park to complete a guided 

walking tour to assess its' liveability based on the services and 

facilities there. One of our favourite experiences was to walk 

along the Brickpit Ring Walk and see a 'birds eye' view of the 

duckponds. Another favourite activity was visiting all the 

sculptures in Cathy Freeman Park, including the 'Cathy  

Freeman Stride' and the 'Cauldron'. The former included 

lights on the path that displayed how far apart Freeman's 

stride was in the last 100m of her gold-winning 400m final; 

you can see Ayaan attempting this in a photo below! 

A big thank-you to all staff and students involved in creating 

this wonderful day!  



Science Matters 

Year 10 and 12 Visit to The Museum of 

Human Disease 

This term, Year 10 Students have been exploring the Big 

Idea:  

“Life is coded in DNA, maintained by body systems,             

and may be improved by technology” 

And have learnt about the following essential  

understandings:  

• Multicellular organisms have internal systems that 

interact and respond to changes in the environment  

• The immune system coordinates with other  

systems to maintain functioning organisms  

• The values and needs of society have influenced the 

focus of current scientific research   

Students visited the museum at UNSW to learn about  

different infectious and non-infectious diseases and their 

effects on body systems. We were able to look at preserved 

organs and see the effect of certain diseases on those  

organs. For example, we saw gallstones, lung cancer, and a 

gangrene foot.  

It was a very interesting day learning about how the body 

responds to pathogens and observing things that we had 

never seen before.  



The Phenomena that is PDHPE 

Stage 5 Child Studies 

Stage 5 Child Studies are looking at the importance of play 

for the developing child. Students are experiencing a 

range of activities that focus on gross and fine motor skill 

development.  

Within this unit, they will be creating their own activities 

for our prep students to engage in at the end of the term. 

This week, Stage 5 students created their own play-doh. It 

was a fun experiment where they could choose their own 

colours for their play-doh! It was a lot of fun and the  

students really enjoyed participating in this activity. 

Year 9 PDHPE – SEPEP unit 

This term, our Year 9 students have been participating in a 

SEPEP unit, based on netball. SEPEP stands for Sports  

Education in Physical Education program. This program is 

focused on a student-centred approach to physical  

education – teachers take a step back and allow their  

students to be accountable for their learning by taking on 

leadership roles, responsibility and establishing a good 

working environment for all students.  

The concept is for students to experience a program that 

reflects the real word. SEPEP allow all students the  

opportunity for them to develop vital life-long skills such 

as teamwork, ownership, organisation, time  

management, problem-solving and communication skills. 

Students work in groups and are allocated a role for the 

term: captain, coach, umpire, statistician/score, publicity 

manager/media relations and timekeeper/equipment 

manager.  



Design and Technology  

After a year of thinking, researching, planning,  

experimenting and making the Year Visual Arts Body of 

Works are complete. It was only a small class, but the 

standard was high.  

 Isaac Banister 

Forget-me-not 

Drawing: lead and watercolour pencil on paper. 

My body of work explores the effects of dementia,  

uncovering my Great Grandmother’s battle with the  

disease and its impact on her and everyone around her.  

I have portrayed this through a series of realistic lead  

pencil and hints of water-coloured pencil drawings of my 

Great Grandparents. I also wanted to incorporate her  

interest in painting fine China, which she had come to love. 

 The three smaller works illustrate not only her aging with 

each hand growing older, but the metaphor of the things 

she loved slowly being erased as her disease stripped of 

these memories.  

The blue forget-me-not flowers are a well-known symbol 

for dementia awareness, and I wanted to incorporate this 

throughout all of my pieces to connect them all into my 

concept of dementia and its effect.  

Influencing artist: Nestor Canavarro  

Each artwork showcases the unique ideas and skills of the 

individual students. Please enjoy their amazing work  

below: 



 Ethan Fleming 

The Great Sugar Rush off Central Ave 

Sculpture: Chicken wire, foam, paper mache, clay, sawdust, 

acrylic paint, wood and found objects on wood. 

This work features the traditional suburban setting of an  

ice-cream van driving into a street flourishing with families 

and children, and the tense moment before a ginormous 

sugar wave crashes down on them.  

I've chosen this setting to highlight the lack of awareness 

children have of their physical health as well as the effects of 

sugar on their bodies. Children nowadays are constantly 

bombarded with sugar in their daily food consumption, with 

fast food and candy-filled holiday traditions these kids see 

sugar as a common thing in their lives as they are  

indoctrinated with the idea that unhealthy eating is okay.  

This artwork is appropriated from Hokusai’s “Great wave off 

Kanagawa” which highlights nature's intensity and  

uncontrollable aspects. This idea has been replicated in my 

work by creating the sugar wave reminiscent in Hokusai’s 

woodblock print, which emphasises the idea that  

uncontrollable and intense sugar eating habits are  

catastrophic, especially for children who don’t understand 

the consequences. 

Influencing artist: Katsushika Hokusai  



 Jai Cooper 

Eucalypt 

Sculpture: Hebel, wire, wood and gumnuts. 

Eucalypt is an ode to the majestic Native Australian Gumtree. 

Translated it is Eucalyptus in Indigenous culture which is a 

tree that has medicinal purposes, has purifying and cleansing 

properties and sustains life to animals and the Aboriginals. 

 Just as much, water signifies rebirth, connection to one’s 

land, purity and knowledge. This series of works embodies 

indigenous customs through the simplified dots reminiscent 

of traditional dot paintings. They encapsulate the surface of 

the carved rain drop shapes, evocative of water which is  

sacred to Aboriginals, as it provides them with physical and 

spiritual purification.  

Through the progressive journey of the Eucalyptus, you see 

the seed gradually grow and mature, seen through the wire 

sprout emerging from the centre of the gum nuts, ending in a 

majestic aluminium and copper ‘Eucalypt’.  

As the raindrop shrinks in size, rebirth is illustrated. The 

raindrop is giving itself to the seed in order for it to flourish. 

The wire is symbolic of how easily Aboriginal people  

manipulate and use the gumtree to help them sustain life.  

All this sits upon a piece of reclaimed timber which creates 

rustic contrast from the industrial Hebel and wire. The subtle 

grooves on its surface reminiscent of streams, further  

alluding to this flowing journey of progression.  

This work embodies the importance of purification,  

progression and rebirth amongst Australian indigenous  

culture. 

Influencing artists: Ben Young, Andy Goldsworthy, Typoe  



Stage 5 Photography and Digital Media Green Screen editing.  

Stage 5 PDM are enjoying learning about the process of green 

screen editing. They have been inspired by the photographic 

works of photographer Anne Zahalka. The green screen will be 

removed in Adobe Photoshop and replaced with a beach scene 

photograph to mimic Anne Zahalka's Bondi: Playground of the 

Pacific series.  

Stage 5 Food Technology 

Throughout the term, Stage 5 Food Technology students have 

been developing the skills required when planning for special 

occasions. A large part of this unit has been learning basic cake 

making and decorating skills. Students developed skills in piping 

and smearing buttercream, colouring, layering and moulding 

fondant, and piping royal icing. They then had the opportunity 

to apply these skills when designing and decorating a cake for a 

specific occasion.   

There has been incredible courage, curiosity and craftsmanship 

demonstrated in this unit, along with collaboration. It was also 

delightful to see the students support and encourage one  

another, with some taking on the role of guide and teacher at 

different points to share their understanding and skills with 

their peers.   

Year 12 Food Technology 

Our Year 12 Food Technology class came together in their 

final term for a group project where they needed to apply 

their knowledge from all topics studied to develop a menu 

and prototypes of packaged food products for a start up food 

canteen business.   

As a team, the group needed to create and package items 

that were under $1.50 per serve, packaged in sustainable 

packaging and labelled according to legal requirements. The 

range needed to include foods that were gluten free, lactose 

free, egg free and vegetarian, whilst also reflecting the 

Healthy Schools Canteen Strategy.   

It was a challenge for the class that involved a lot of  

collaboration, persistence, creativity, craftsmanship and  

communication, along with a sense of humour.  

According to consumers who tested the products, ‘Classy 

Canteen’ was a hit amongst the target market.  



40 Hour Famine  

In the last week of August approximately 30 students and staff 

from the College participated in the 40 Hour Famine, living out 

our compassionate value to support those in our world who 

are in need of food security.   

Participating in the 40 Hour Famine gave participants a great 

appreciation for what people who have limited access to food 

and shelter go through. Some of the participants went without 

food the whole time, others only ate one meal, or only ate rice, 

ate less than $3.50 worth of food, ran 40 kilometres, and some 

went without furniture. It was a test of willpower. It was tiring. 

It was a challenge. It was rewarding to know that participating 

was making a difference to the lives of others.   

A special mention to our top fundraisers Ben Park (Year 11), 

Katelin Thurgar (Year 10), Iszac Sammut (Year 9), Dylan  

McFadden (Year 7) and Cassie Bailey (Year 7) for their efforts 

in collecting sponsorship for this event. Thank you to the  

students and families who donated goods to sell at the bake 

sale. Together we have raised $8,250.00, and another $444.00 

through a bake sale. Oran Park Anglican College is currently 

ranked 9th on the 40 Hour Famine schools leader board. This is 

an incredible effort. Thank you to everyone involved.  

Donations can still be made through the 40 Hour Famine  

website. https://40hourfamine.com.au/t/oran-park-anglican-

college  

https://40hourfamine.com.au/t/oran-park-anglican-college
https://40hourfamine.com.au/t/oran-park-anglican-college
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There are periods in life where we question our  

origins. Who are we? What binds diverse  

communities together?  

For Year 7, the recent unit on Australian Poetry has 

highlighted different interpretations of our national 

identity.  

In Dorothea MacKellar's renowned poem, My 

Country, students have explored powerful  

depictions of Australia’s untamed landscape. 

Themes of Aboriginal dispossession, the impact of 

colonisation and the Stolen Generations have  

resonated through First Nations poets including 

Oodgeroo Noonuccal’s No More Boomerang and 

Kemanea Thaiday’s Kidnapped.      

Collaborative activities have focussed on precisely 

annotating the ‘how’ and ‘what’ within poems.  

Students have developed competency unpacking 

the rich meanings contained within stanzas, whilst 

also considering the technical nuances that  

distinguish each poet.  

Year 7 have now transitioned to a new prose unit 

on time travel. Students are exploring Susan 

Cooper’s novel  King of Shadows. Students have 

been immersed in Elizabethan England, discovering 

how changes in place, time and culture impact  

personal development.  

Sub-Editor: J. Little 

Print assistant: J. Soane  

I am, you are, we are…? 



OPAC  

Isha 

Sajan Mr Little 
URGENT – ENGLISH INTERVIEW -  

READ IMMEDIATELY 

What have you enjoyed about 

Senior School English?  

Learning new things. We’ve learnt 

about Aboriginal poets and essay 

writing.  

Outline some skills you have  

developed this year.   

I’ve learnt to be more focussed and  

developed my listening skills. I’ve also 

expanded my vocabulary, learning new 

technical words such as synecdoche.  

What are you looking forward to 

about camp?  

Freedom! Getting away from home for a 
few days and getting to know people 
better.  

How would you improve the 
world?  

Chocolate cake for everybody! 

Also less crime.  



Year 10 MISA Public  

Speaking Competition 

Nikhaar Biswal and Mahdi Hassan, two of our year 10  

students, attended the MISA Public Speaking Competition 

held at St Patrick’s College in Campbelltown. Students 

were required to craft a prepared 6-7 minute speech and 

deliver an impromptu speech on a topic revealed on the 

day.  

Our two students represented the College wonderfully and 

spoke with confidence, enthusiasm and poise. We are  

incredibly proud of Nikhaar and Mahdi for participating in 

this event.  



Duke of Edinburgh Spotlight  

Adventurous Journey 

It is an exciting time for students completing their Bronze 

Award with Year 9 heading out on camp next week, which 

is the practice journey for those students who have opted 

for the hiking activity, and our planned Qualifying  

Adventurous Journey for Duke of Edinburgh participants 

only next term.  

Students have begun a series of pre-hike meetings during 

lunch times this week, in order to properly brief and  

prepare students for the demands of an Adventurous  

Journey. 

There are 3 main components of this section of the Duke of 

Ed: 

1. Preparation and training 

2. Practice journey(s) 

3. Qualifying journey 

These components are sequenced within the following 

summary process: 

• Initial Briefing - Sets expectations and outlines the 

nature of the Adventurous Journey 

• Preparation and Training - Ensures Participants are 

competent in the necessary skills to safely  

undertake their practice journey 

• Practice journey(s) - Prepares the team for their  

independent qualifying journey 

• Qualifying journey - Independent team journey 

• Report - Participants submit final report and  

Assessor gives final approval 

Students in year 9 are encouraged to ask questions and 

learn as much as they can from the guided practice that 

camp provides within a supportive environment. In the 

qualifying journey, students will have a teacher  

supervisor; however, they will be leading themselves and 

making their own decisions. 



Mrs Chow 

Year 10 – Work Ready 

Students in Year 10 have engaged in a two-week careers 

series during Pastoral Care lessons on being ‘Work Ready’ 

and the craft of creating a resume. Students learnt about 

what a resume should include and the important first  

impression that is created from the snapshot of  

information about their skills, qualifications and  

experience. They were shown some sample resumes and 

job advertisements and understood the importance of  

tailoring a resume to the company and job they are  

applying for. Some of our Year 10 students are already  

engaged in part-time work and had the opportunity to  

update their resume for future work. 

Students then had the opportunity to review some of their 

peers’ resumes and learn collaboratively in this way. Some 

of the resumes that were created out of this process are 

included below: Year 12 UAC Application Reminder 

As we fast approach the end of the term and the graduation 

of our Year 12 cohort, we congratulate the students in the 

grade who have already received an early entry offer into a 

tertiary institution. It is great for the students to have these 

offers up their sleeve as they enter the final stages of  

preparation for the HSC exams. 

Students are reminded of two key dates with regards to 

their UAC applications: 

• 19 September  - Deadline for applications for the 

Schools Recommendation Scheme (offers will be 

based on course preferences as at midnight Thursday 

3 November 2022, unless an earlier date is specified 

by the institution). 

• 30 September - Early bird processing charge deadline 

(pay for and submit your application by this date to 

avoid the higher processing charge). 



Mrs Clisdell  

Head of PDHPE Senior School   
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MISA Term 3 

We made another complete term of MISA! This is  

wonderful news.  

On Tuesday, the 10-12 Girls AFL defeated Wollondilly  

Anglican College (58-12); 9/10 Girls netball defeated St. 

Frances Catholic College (40-15); 7/8 Boys Soccer defeated 

Thomas Hassall Anglican College (2-1) and 9/10 Boys Soccer 

defeated Thomas Hassall Anglican College (2-0).  

Well done to all students who have represented the College 

this term in a representative sport.  

Dates for the Diary: 

• MISA Trials – Tuesday 13 September 

• CIS Athletics – Tuesday 20 September 

Term 3 House Competition 

This week was our Year 7 and 8 House Competition. Year 

7 students played Oz Tag and Year 8 played Frisbee. The 

house spirit was alive and well with lots of participation, 

excellent sportsmanship and courage in play!  

Well done to Liddell who won both the Year 7 Oz Tag and 

Year 8 Frisbee competition. Looks like Liddell is the house 

to beat!  

SPORT  




