
I have returned from my 

Study Leave refreshed and  

energised to lead the College 

as we embark on our second 

decade! Canada is such a 

beautiful country and I only 

saw a small portion of it but 

enjoyed the majesty of the  

mountains (standing at the 

top of Mt Whistler) and Niagara Falls and 

getting up close to a Grizzly Bear. I sat  

under the teaching of professors at the 

University of Ottawa and British Colombia 

and was encouraged to think about  

effective student engagement, inclusion, 

identity and wellbeing. From my workshop 

with Dr Andy Hargreaves I took away that 

student wellness comes from more than 

having great wellbeing programs – we also need to have 

highly engaging and excellent curriculum and pedagogy. I 

visited a number of schools in Ottawa and Vancouver and 

have come back with a few new ideas as well as affirmed in 

many things we already do. I was also prompted to reflect 

on our approach to Reconciliation with our First Nations 

people in light of the similar colonial history we share with 

Canada. I want to extend a very big thank you to Mr Owen 

who led the College in my absence and was strongly  

supported by Mrs Squire, Mr Gallagher and Mr Renshaw. 

It is good to be back at the College reconnecting with staff 

and students and hearing about the wonderful events and 

learning that has continued in my absence and I look  

forward to further celebrations at the end of term as we 

reflect on this years’ achievements. 

The College continues to grow and if you 

have visited us this week you would have 

seen the familiar construction fence 

erected and sounds of earth moving as 

we begin works on our new  

administration building alongside the 

multipurpose hall. Next year we will have 

more than 1000 students at the College 

with many year groups at capacity and 

our largest cohort of Year 7 commencing with 112  

students. 

As the College continues to grow there is movement of 

staff in and out of the College and we have made good  

progress on recruiting new staff. In addition to the  

previously announced staffing news here are a few further 

movements: 

• Mr Matthew Brown commenced this term as our full 

time IT Technical Support Officer.  

• Mrs Rebecca Clisdell is leaving the College after 9 

years of service. She has accepted a position as Dean 

of Students (Year 11-12) at William Carey Christian 

School.  
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College Office  

The College office hours during term time are 8am to 4pm  

Monday—Friday, should you need to contact us please call 

our office on 02 4604 0000.  

You can also use the following email address:  

• General enquiries—admin@opac.nsw.edu.au  

• Absence notifications—absences@opac.nsw.edu.au  

• Covid notifications—covid@opac.nsw.edu.au  

• Student/Events enquiries—

studentservices@opac.nsw.edu.au  

Awards 

Any students with 5 Good Work Cards,  

Merits or Principal’s Awards should  

ensure that they are handed in no later 

than Friday 25 November so that they 

can be upgraded with the relevant Award and presented 

at our celebration assemblies at the end of the term. 

• 5 x Good Work Cards are to be handed in to  

classroom teachers to upgrade to a Merit. 

• 5 x Merits are to be handed in at Parent Reception 

to upgrade to a Principal’s Award. 

• 5 x Principal’s Awards are to be handed in at Parent 

Reception to upgrade to a College Award. 

Toys ‘n’ Tucker 

Our Toys ‘n’ Tucker appeal for 2022 is in full swing in Junior 

School.  

This is an important appeal that helps those in need at  

Christmas and encourages our students to demonstrate one of 

our core values of Compassion.  

Students are asked to donate the following items where  

possible over the next 2 weeks. Items can be placed in  

dedicated baskets in their classroom. 

• Week 7 - 21/11/22 - Coffee, pancake mix, rice & sugar 

PLUS unwrapped gifts 

• Week 8 - 28/11/22 - Tinned food & fruit, pudding, long 

life milk PLUS unwrapped gifts. 

Further information about Toys n Tucker can be found 

here: https://toysntucker.org.au/app/uploads/2022/09/TnT-

Collection_Video.mp4 

Should you have any further questions, please do not  

hesitate to ask your child's class teacher.   

• Mrs Hannah McGarry will be moving to Wollondilly 

Anglican College as a classroom teacher. 

• Mrs Sally Foster will be leaving at the end of the 

year to spend more time with her family. 

• Mrs Prue Broughton will be leaving us to work with 

Cornerstone Companions at Mater Dei. 

It is exciting to be part of a College being established in 

the new growth area of southwest Sydney and as we  

welcome new people into our community we pray that 

they may all come to know the OPAC Difference that  

pursues excellence and wisdom within a nurturing  

environment that values positive relationships and  

service. 

Please enjoy perusing the rest of this newsletter as you 

learn more about what has been happening in ‘the Life’ of 

our College in recent weeks. 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 

the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth 

speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.” Psalm 

19:1-2 

https://toysntucker.org.au/app/uploads/2022/09/TnT-Collection_Video.mp4
https://toysntucker.org.au/app/uploads/2022/09/TnT-Collection_Video.mp4


 

 

 

Halfway through the term already!? Where has the time gone! Over the past few weeks, we have engaged in Jnr Chef Club, 

acknowledged Remembrance Day by creating poppy craft, made cute panda faces and played outdoors!  

The children have absolutely loved making paper airplanes using our paper 

plane origami book! There are so many different types of planes to make! Did 

you know origami helps develop hand-eye coordination, fine motor skills, and 

mental concentration?!   

The Year 9 boys from Duke of Ed have also been joining us every Thursday to 

help out and engage with the children! The children have loved spending time 

with them and engaging in new activities and experiences! This is such a good 

way for the children to meet and interact with older students from Oran Park 

Anglican College and create strong relationships.   

Lego has been a favourite over the past few weeks as we have purchased Lego base plates. This gives children the ability to use 

them to make a big Lego creation. Some children have created big homes with gardens and garages. Through this, Learning 

Outcome 4 can be achieved as children develop dispositions such as curiosity, cooperation, confidence, creativity,  

commitment, enthusiasm, persistence, imagination and reflexivity.  













Week 7A 

Thursday 24 November 

 Year 1 Swimming Program 

Friday 25 November 

 Stage 3 Aboriginal Experience Incursion 

 

Week 8B 

Monday 28 November 

 CSSA Tennis Gala Day 

Wednesday 30 November  

 Stage 1 Features of People/Places Excursion 

 College Band Tour (until Friday) 

Thursday 1 December  

 Stage 2 Freaky Forces Incursion 

Friday 2 December 

 Principal’s Award Ceremony - 9am 

 Year 6 Celebration Dinner 

Week 7A 

Monday 21 November 

 Year 10 Service Learning Week 

Friday 25 November 

 Year 8 Geography / Science Excursion 

 

Week 8B 

Wednesday 30 November 

 College Band Tour (until Friday) 

Friday 2 December 

 Year 12 Drive to Stay Alive Seminar 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  





Mrs Jenny Squire 
Deputy Principal -                     
Head of Junior School  

We have had a very busy couple of weeks in Junior School! 

Last week, we had some of the new students coming into 

Years 1-6 in 2023 join us for the first half of the day. They 

were able to meet some of the students in their grade, meet 

some teachers, and spend some time in the classrooms and 

the playground. Mrs Wilkins and I were able to spend some 

time chatting with their parents, and sharing a little of what 

being part of our College community looks like. It was so  

lovely to see how excited our students were to welcome 

some new friends into their classes. While there were a few 

nervous faces at the start of the day, each of our new  

visitors left with a smile, happy and excited to be starting at 

our College next year. 

Last Thursday we also held our Parent Information Evening, 

where Mrs Wilkins, Mrs Ferdarico and I spoke to the parents 

of Kindergarten 2023. We were joined by some  

representatives of OSHClub and the P&F, and once again 

shared something of our College community and what to 

expect in the first few weeks of Kindergarten. We are  

excited to see new students and new families joining us next 

year. 

Last Friday we held our K-2 Athletics Carnival. After the  

disappointment of having to postpone it, the children were 

so excited and keen to participate. As I wandered from 

group to group, I saw turn-taking, teamwork and children 

cheering on others in an encouraging way. A huge thank you 

to Mr Barber and the Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2  

teachers for making this day a success. 

On Tuesday, Mrs Wilkins and I hosted a thank you morning 

tea for our Year 5 Playground Monitors. These students 

serve our College community by spend time in the  

playground helping other students feel like they belong and 

talking them through any minor disagreements they may be 

having. During our time together, we asked the students to 

share some of the highlights of their year as Playground 

Monitors. The children spoke of seeing others who were by 

themselves and taking them to play with someone in their 

own class. They also shared how they had been able to help 

sort out some disagreements between other students. For 

every child serving in this role, the joy they felt at being able 

to help others was heart-warming to see, and many asked if 

they could continue the role next year. 

It really has been a wonderful couple of weeks in Junior 

School, and we are looking forward to further exciting events 

coming up in the rest of the term. Please keep checking the 

Parent App for further details. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and 

he will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

J U N I O R  S C H O O L  



JUNIOR SCHOOL H E A LT H  &  W E L L B E I N G  

Bounce Back 

Over the last 6 weeks we have been focusing on unkind 

put-downs, bullying and bystander behaviour. Here is an 

overview of what has been discussed thus far in the K-6 

Bounce Back lessons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Put-downs 

Put-downs are any comments or gestures that are nasty 

and are intended to make the receiver feel  

uncomfortable, embarrassed, small, sad and annoyed.  

We have been teaching the children how to handle  

put-downs by ignoring them, walking away and focusing 

on the people or things that make them happy, pointing 

out that it was a mean thing to say and then move on.  

Put-downs can be single incidents, conflict or fights  

between equals, whether in person or online and can 

cause great distress, however, these are not defined as 

bullying.  

Bullying is not; 

• single episodes of social rejection or dislike 

• single episode acts of nastiness or spite 

• random acts of aggression or intimidation 

• mutual arguments, disagreements or fights 

Bullying 

• Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of  

power in relationships through repeated (over time) 

verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that intends 

to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm.  

• Bullying can happen in person or online, via various 

digital platforms and devices and it can be obvious 

(overt) or hidden (covert).  

• The impact of bullying can have immediate, medium 

and long-term effects on those involved, including 

bystanders. 

As a College it is our intention to address any type of mean  

behaviour towards a human being. We are teaching 

students how to build positive relationships and to  

understand that they are not going to get along with  

everyone, however, they need to conduct themselves in a 

respectful manner.  

What we do not have control over are situations that  

happen outside of College hours especially if there is any 

mean behaviour shown online via digital media platforms. It 

is important for us to be aware of it, however, our advice to  

parents is to be proactive in deleting the contact or platform 

to put a stop to the ongoing nasty behaviour that is  

impacting negatively on their child. 

Being an Upstander 

The lessons around the topic of bullying also indicate that 

bullying is everyone’s problem. Students who are bystanders 

learn how to be ‘Upstanders’ to help the situation rather 

than just ignore it or play along with it.  

There are 4 options to choose from to stand up to bullying;  



Mrs Kate Hills  

Wellbeing Coordinator -  

Junior School  

Be a buddy – Stand next to the person who is being bullied. 

The bully is not used to seeing the target have friends that 

support them.  

Interrupt – When the bullying starts find a way to interrupt, 

draw the target’s attention to other things like asking them to 

come and play and hang out. This gives them a reason to walk 

away from the bullying.  

Speak out - This one takes courage - facing the bully and  

calling them out for being mean. Speaking out about what is 

happening says the nasty behaviour is NOT welcome!  

Tell someone – This is not dobbing! Telling an adult during or 

after the event is trying to keep someone safe.  

It would be wonderful if you could keep having these  

conversations with your child/children. Listen to the  

interactions that they are experiencing between friends 

and peers. All students are learning how to interact  

positively with others especially when they or others are 

experiencing, power, jealously, loneliness, conflict and  

insecurity.  

They will at times show meanness towards others or be on 

the other end. It is important to not have them deflect 

their own behaviour but to take responsibility and own up 

to doing the wrong thing which caused harm. If they are 

the receiver, then guide them on the safe steps to take to 

help them to stand up for themselves and encourage them 

on how to be an upstander for others who are being hurt 

from put-downs or repeated bullying.  

National Centre Against Bullying - https://

www.ncab.org.au/bullying-advice/bullying-for-parents/

definition-of-bullying/ 

Bounce Back – A positive educational approach to  

well-being, resilience and social – emotional learning,  

Helen McGrath and Toni Noble 

Be an Upstander – Prevent Bullying / NED short story  - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeqQCyQOCPg 

https://www.ncab.org.au/bullying-advice/bullying-for-parents/definition-of-bullying/
https://www.ncab.org.au/bullying-advice/bullying-for-parents/definition-of-bullying/
https://www.ncab.org.au/bullying-advice/bullying-for-parents/definition-of-bullying/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeqQCyQOCPg


Spotlight on Mathematics in Junior School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 2 Mathematics, students have enjoyed working  

collaboratively to solve addition problems. Sometimes our 

first try is not correct, and we are learning to persist until we 

reach the correct answer. 

Mrs Michelle Whary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 3 Mathematics, we have been focusing on applying 

our content-knowledge to solve real-world problems. Across 

the year, this has been developed through multiple  

maths-themed Escape Room scenarios, which have helped 

students to build their mathematical skills, fluency and use 

of language to ensure they ‘escape the classroom’ as fast as 

they can. By working collaboratively in small groups,  

students have been practising how to think flexibly by  

determining the best and most efficient strategies to use 

when solving problems at different levels of thinking. It has 

been great to see students wrestle with these challenges 

and their competitive side as they race to escape! 

Miss Johanna Lee  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 4 Mathematics, we coded spheros to tell the future 

by programming it to randomly choose a yes, no or maybe 

answer alongside corresponding lights sounds and  

movement for each answer. Students then tallied and 

graphed the results to analyse how evenly or ‘randomly’ 

answers are distributed. 

Mr Aaron Plunkett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week the students in Year 6 Extension Maths class have 

been using their knowledge of volume and capacity to  

design their own water-based theme park. They needed to 

stick to a budget of $30,000.00. Our students were  

practicing the Habits of Powerful Learners by ‘Thinking  

Flexibly’ and ‘Applying Past Knowledge to New Situations’.  

Mr Joshua Barber 

Mrs Claire Cavanagh – 

Head of Learning 

Innovation (Junior School) 



Prep News 

As we began the term looking at gardens and the plants and 

animals we can find there, we were extremely excited to find 

two blue tongued lizards living in our playground!  We have 

called them “Bluey” and “Bingo”.  We hope they decide to 

stay! 

Our learning centres have focussed on the mini literature 

units “My Garden” and “Jack and the Beanstalk”.  We  

designed and created magical gardens, counted Jack’s  

golden beans, built “castles in the clouds” like the giant in 

the story and investigated the various parts of the fruit and 

vegetables we like to eat. 



Year 3  

We cannot believe we are nearing the end of Term 4 2023! 

Year 3 have quickly settled back into our routines and have 

continued to expand their knowledge across all key learning 

areas. 

In Mathematics, students have CERTAINLY been investigating 

chance and participated in a range of experiments together, 

learning how to predict and record chance outcomes. 

In Science, Year 3 are understanding the GRAVITY of the  

situation and diving headfirst into our forces unit. In the  

coming weeks students will be able to consolidate their 

knowledge of forces in our ‘Freaky Forces’ incursion.  

Students have JUMPED right into our PE program this term 

with our Jump Rope For Heart fundraiser. Each week we are 

learning new skills with a jump rope and understanding the 

importance of a healthy heart. We have raised a total of 

$3,450.00 toward the Heart Foundation to help fight heart 

disease. Keep up the amazing work Year 3! 

The end of term will be here before we know it, although we 

are looking forward to the summer holidays it will be sad to 

see Year 3 go. We wish everyone the best of luck as they 

move into Year 4 in 2023. 

Mrs Dransfield, Miss Lee, Mrs Smith and Mrs Watkins 



Free Music Lessons? 

Some of our music tutors at Oran Park 

Anglican College accept the Creative 

Kids Vouchers. 

Here are the following instruments 

your child may learn with the CKV: 

• Flute 

• Piano 

• Violin 

Our tutors are also keen to hold small group lessons, which 

means your voucher may go further and your child may  

receive a greater number of lessons.  

We are keen on starting: 

• Junior Brass Quintet (euphoniums and trombones) 

• Junior Flute Choir 

If you would like to take advantage of this opportunity 

please email Mr Chavura (tchavura@opac.nsw.edu.au) for 

more details.  

Pick an Instrument, Any Instrument! 

Last Thursday students in Year 3 were buzzing with  

excitement as they were introduced to a variety of  

instruments. These instruments included flute, clarinet, 

alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, trumpet, trombone,  

euphonium, percussion, violin and cello.  

Students were not only able to see and hear the different 

instruments in action but they were also able to play them. 

This is in preparation for the Year 4 Band Program next 

year. Students were able to try out the instruments before 

choosing which instrument they will play under the  

instruction of their tutor.  

Students enjoyed the experience of trialling the different 

instruments and cannot wait to begin learning to play their 

instrument in music lessons next year.  

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/creative-kids?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=savingsfinder&gclid=CjwKCAjw5P2aBhAlEiwAAdY7dAGWQF-MboiSKgn4JnbYvRXTTIwI3frjJwUHpeoBnz6QLyRgms0JWRoC-hwQAvD_BwE
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/creative-kids?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=savingsfinder&gclid=CjwKCAjw5P2aBhAlEiwAAdY7dAGWQF-MboiSKgn4JnbYvRXTTIwI3frjJwUHpeoBnz6QLyRgms0JWRoC-hwQAvD_BwE
mailto:tchavura@opac.nsw.edu.au


IPSSO  

We were so thankful to have some lovely sunny weather for 

IPSSO in Week 5! We played against Mount Annan Christian 

College. All the students played with good sportsmanship 

and enjoyed playing their sports. We had some excellent 

results too, including: 

• Junior cricket won 104-59 

• Senior Oz Tag won 12-5 

• Junior girls soccer won 6-2 

• Senior girls soccer won 3-0 

Although it was quite windy and wet in Week 6, we still 

managed to complete games against St Greg’s. All the  

students tried their best against their very talented teams.  

3-6 College Sport 

In Week 5 we were also able to get outside and continue 

our College Sport program in Years 3-6. The students  

enjoyed learning cricket and basketball skills from their 

teachers and playing games that helped them practice 

those skills.  

K-2 College Sport 

Students in Kindergarten and Year 2 enjoyed doing Zumba 

with Miss Sarah in Weeks 5 and 6! They had a great time 

learning how to play and being physically active with their 

friends and teachers. Year 1 continued their swimming  

program as well, enjoying learning vital swimming skills. 

This is an important part of their College Sport program, as 

many children drown in pools each year. We are excited at 

the opportunity we have to participate in this program this 

term, as the swimming instructors will give our Year 1  

students the skills and confidence they need to enjoy  

swimming safely over the summer.  

K-2 Athletics Carnival 

On Friday of Week 5, K-2 participated in their athletics  

carnival. It was a beautiful sunny day and all the students 

and teachers had a great time running around and  

participating in many modified athletics events and other 

games! It was great to see many parents come to watch 

their children participate in their first athletics carnival!  

JUNIOR SCHOOL  SPORT  



Mr Barber 

Junior School Sports Coordinator   

Champions of Champions Tennis 

We received some very exciting 

news during the week! Ava  

Sultana, in Year 1, competed in 

the Champions of Champions 

Tennis competition for South East 

NSW over the last couple of 

weeks. She played and won many 

matches and was crowned the 

girls champion! This is a fantastic 

achievement and we are very 

proud of Ava!  

National Physie Competition 

We also received the excellent 

news that Valentina Podadera in 

Year 2 has been selected to  

compete in the National Physie 

Championships in a few weeks 

time! This is another outstanding 

achievement and we are very 

proud of Valentina ! 

Upcoming Events  

Week 7 

Wednesday (23/11): 

• IPSSO training at 7.45am. All students in an 

IPSSO team are expected to be at training, as it is 

an essential part of each team's development. 

Please let your child’s IPSSO coach know if they 

will be unable to attend training.  

• IPSSO game vs Mount Annan Christian College. 

Cricket is at Jack Nash Reserve, while all other 

sports are at MACC. Junior game begins at 11.40 

am. The senior game begins at 1pm. 

Thursday (24/11): 

• Year 1 Swimming program (during usual sport 

time). This is the final swimming session. 

Week 8 

Monday (28/11): 

• CSSA Tennis Gala Day 



As we approach Christmas, there is more opportunity for 

teenage gatherings or parties. Teenage gatherings provide 

young people with important opportunities to interact and 

build on their social skills and experiences. Celebrations,  

partying and socialising are a fundamental rite of passage and 

one of the most important aspects of a young person’s life. 

However, it is possible for the best young person to get  

carried away with their peers and the euphoria of the  

moment. 

For parents and caregivers, keeping your young person safe 

can at times feel daunting and is often a compromise and a 

challenge. Most teenagers try to do the right thing most of the 

time, but your leadership as a role model is crucial. Your child 

may appear to be physically large and mature, but this is not 

necessarily matched by their emotional maturity and  

responsibility in behaviour. 

Every party has the potential to get out-of-hand as sometimes 

it’s hard for young partygoers to make good decisions.  

Communication and regular discussions are vital, particularly 

because young people are often faced with peer pressure to 

do things they prefer not to engage in. Hosting a celebration 

at home or at a venue can be a fun and memorable event but 

it is important to agree on the ground rules well before your 

event is announced to ensure there are no misunderstandings 

later on. 

If hosting an event, you owe your guests a ‘duty-of-care’ and 

should ensure all reasonable steps are taken to keep 

partygoers safe. This Special Report, a guide to safe partying, 

including an 8 minute clip from Dr Michael Carr-Gregg,  

provides caregivers with a list of things to consider when  

planning a celebration. We hope you have a moment to reflect 

on the information offered. If this raises any concerns for you, 

a loved one or the wellbeing of your child, please seek medical 

or professional help. 

Our relationship with School-TV gives us access to  

information, tips and advice for parents to best navigate the 

way forward with our teenage children. Please be encouraged 

to access the wealth of information through the portal on our 

Oran Park Anglican College website or directly accessed 

through https://opac.nsw.schooltv.me/. 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  

Honour your father and mother—which is the first  

commandment with a promise— so that it may go well with 

you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”  

Ephesians 6:1-3 

God bless 

Steve Owen 

Deputy Principal - 

Head of Senior School 

SENIOR SCHOOL  

https://opac.nsw.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-guide-safe-partying
https://opac.nsw.schooltv.me/


A Handful of HSIE  

Year 10 Geography  

Year 10 undertook a firsthand investigation of human alteration 

to the Penrith Lakes Parkland Area.  

Students inspected the original woodland biome and how it was 

used for food production by Aboriginals and European settlers 

alike. By sampling water, invertebrates and completing a birdlife 

survey, students were able to assess the environmental impact 

of human activity on the area.  

Finally, the group was tasked with deciding which sustainability 

strategies should continue into the future to ensure this biome 

can support all life.  



The Phenomena that is PDHPE 

Year 9 PDHPE Excursion 

Our year 9 students have been learning about water and 

sun safety this term, as we explore how the Australian 

culture of sport, beach and our climate influences our 

identity as a nation.  

Our students had the wonderful opportunity to venture to 

Camden Sports Club where they played ‘beach sports’ as a 

class. They enjoyed beach volleyball, soccer, cricket,  

totem tennis and some fun with some bouncy Swiss balls.  

Our year 9’s showed excellent manners and respect, 

which was noted by the organisers and appreciated by us 

personally, representing the College well. They played 

competitive games with a fun spirit and bonded over the 

time they got out of class and playing some Aussie sports 

together. 

Mrs Grant and Mr Bullock, PDHPE teachers 



Design and Technology  
Vex-IQ @ OPAC 

Everyday it seems that new technology is being released 

and it is important for our students that we embrace and 

educate on the use of this technology. We have the BYOD 

policy with student laptops, we utilise systems such as 

Edumate, Canvas and Outlook to allow communication  

between parents, students and staff, and we utilise social 

media to provide visual communication with the wider  

community. In Stage 5 Information and Software  

Technology (IST) classes, students have been exploring the 

practical aspects of another new technology – robotics.  

Stage 5 IST students have been building robots from 

scratch and then using the existing code to get them to  

perform basic functions such as move in a given direction, 

grab hold of an item, and then grab hold and lift another 

item and deposit it in another location. Students have been 

required to build their robots by carefully following  

instructions. Once they complete their robot and test it, 

they may often find that it needs some minor adjustments 

to allow the robot to perform a given task adequately. For 

example, some of the most complex robots that not only 

grab but lift items require an additional stability feature to 

be added to the robot to stop it from toppling forward. 

After assessing the issue, students must apply their 

knowledge to come up with a solution to the stability issue 

when their robot is carrying a heavy item.  

Students are also learning that the skill they developed 

gaming on a PlayStation or X-Box control pad is not as  

delicate as they need to be when “driving their robots”. 

The VEX-IQ robots are providing a lot of fun and challenges 

for our students in IST this year. Their current learning is 

just the tip of the iceberg on what they can achieve with 

the VEX-IQ robotic systems and in 2023 they will be  

exploring the coding of the robotic systems to allow them 

to achieve many more functions.  

The VEX-IQ systems will also be used in Year 7 Technology 

classes next year as students complete some of the  

mandatory hours of Digital Technology in the Stage 4 

course. Students will learn or build on some Scratch coding 

skills as they too build and control these robotic systems.  

Mr McMinn, TAS teacher  



The English Mail 
Chief Editor: W. Shakespeare   Date: Week 6, Term 4, 2022  

Investigative reporter: M. Manthos 

Photographer: M. Trautman 

Year 10 prepared diligently for their final examination 

earlier this term. Our students demonstrated courage, 

resilience and perseverance, much like the character 

‘Billy’ in their assigned text, The Simple Gift.  

We are incredibly proud of how our students tackled 

their first multi-part examination, managing their time 

and attempting both sections with grace and maturity. 

This experience has invaluably prepared our students 

to meet the exciting challenges of Stage 6 learning.  

As we near the end of the Year 10 course, our  

students have been learning all about job readiness. 

We have been creating resumes, cover letters and  

engaging in mock job interviews. We spoke about 

what employers seek in candidates and how it is  

important to portray our passion and enthusiasm 

when we engage with potential employers.  

Time management, responsibility, collaboration,  

reliability and communication are just some of the 

skills our Year 10 students believe are important in the 

workforce and we are excited to observe where God 

guides our young people in their future.  

Year 10, we would like to leave you with this message 

before you embark on your service learning trips next 

week and Year 11 thereafter: As each has received a 

gift, use it to serve one another. 1 Peter 4:10 

Sub-Editor: J. Little 

Print assistant: J. Soane  

English in the Workplace with Year 10!  



The English Faculty- Mrs Soane, Mr Little, Miss Manthos, 

Mrs Trautman 

The English Faculty welcomed 

Bell Shakespeare Company 
Bell Shakespeare Company visited our college and  

students in Years 7-10 enjoyed performances that crossed 

the ages. Our students participated in two mini-plays, 

‘Shakespeare is Dead’ and ‘The Human Experience’. The 

actors brought Shakespearean language alive and students 

learned that many phrases and words we use in  

contemporary language in fact owe their existence to the 

mastery of William Shakespeare. Interesting examples  

include tough love, eyeball, lonely, bandit, skim-milk, 

swagger and critic. Just to name a few! 

Some of Shakespeare’s brilliant adages have also travelled 

their way across the last four hundred or so years including, 

‘cruel to be kind’, ‘we have seen better days’, ‘I have not slept 

a wink’ and ‘too much of a good thing’. It’s clear  

Shakespeare’s contributions to the English language have 

proven to be ‘a tower of strength’ (yes, that’s right, another 

Shakespearean invention).  





Alexis 
Mitrevski 

Miss 
Manthos 

URGENT – ENGLISH INTERVIEW -  
READ IMMEDIATELY 

What has been your favourite 
topic in English this year and 
why? 

What key skill have you learned 
in our ‘Hire Me’ unit? 

What excites you about Year 11 
learning? 

What advice would you give to a 
Year 9 student, about to embark 
on Year 10 learning? 

Macbeth – it was really interesting 
to learn about how characters  
represent their societal standards.  

That passion can outweigh experience 
if you can make a positive and  
enthusiastic first impression.  

I’m excited to deepen my understanding 
of new topics. Gaining new knowledge 
sounds exciting.  

Don’t stress – it is not as hard as 
you might think and you’ll have 
great teachers to support you.  

OPAC 



MISA Debating  

In 2022 Oran Park Anglican College entered Year 7 and Year 

8 teams in the MISA debating competition. Each week  

students collaborated to craft arguments to provocative 

topics including:  

• We should all be vegetarians 

• Social media has improved human communication 

• Strict parents are the cause of rebellious children 

It has been exciting to see students emerge as confident 

speakers who think interdependently and evaluate the  

quality of ideas. Additionally, students developed strategies 

on how to write persuasive rebuttals whilst also advancing 

their own case. They implemented feedback from  

adjudicators and developed goals to help improve their 

public speaking skills.  

The Year 7 team finished 3rd in their zone while the Year 8 

team qualified for the quarterfinals, losing in a close debate 

to St. Patrick’s College.  

Congratulations to our 2022 

MISA Debating Teams. 

Year 7  

Hadi Hassan 

Isabella Herrick 

Sofia Garner 

Madison Meagher  

Jake Withers 

Year 8  

Chandana Anand  

Vaageesh Siddireddi 

Arisha Singh  

Bianca Thurgar 



Duke of Edinburgh Spotlight  

Hornsby Part 2 

Many of our students speak about their memories of the 

Duke of Ed hikes for months and years to come. They form 

an integral part of students’ experiences out of the  

classroom for those who take on the Duke of Ed challenge. 

Below are the reflections of Alyse-Rose Meacham on the 

hike we undertook earlier this term and the enduring  

lessons she has learnt from it: 

Alyse-Rose Meacham 

Throughout this trip, I have been given memorable and  

extraordinary memories and life skills. 

I have learnt how to take care of myself, not only against 

leeches, but physically and emotionally. I learnt how to  

endure when times don’t always go as plan, that when  

terrain might look too hard to cross, you can always cross it. 

I feel like as a group, all of us have learnt to believe in  

ourselves.  

Going into it, we were all discussing the negatives, how we 

may not know how to do things, how we might fail and not 

be able to do the right thing when we were supposed to. 

But, we never did, we all succeeded within ourselves and 

with each other, and I think that’s taught us how we can not 

only believe in each other, but in ourselves. I thoroughly 

enjoyed being able to communicate and see other people’s 

different sides that I might not always see in everyday 

school life, interacting with the teachers, seeing how they 

are struggling or in this case thriving. However, I didn’t  

really like the insects, the dirtiness and the limited clothing 

and food items we had. We couldn’t get clean clothes, or 

fresh food. That taught me a lot. 

The most memorable moments 

were me and the girls, chatting, 

agreeing, laughing and even 

bonding over the leeches. 

Screaming in fear but laughing 

about it later, that was very 

memorable. Also, the  

discussions we all had at  

dinner, with the teachers and 

with our friends, was very 

memorable. This journey has 

connected us. 

My group worked together pretty easily, we weren’t afraid 

to go out of our way to help somebody and we were all 

comfortable with one another, that was another variable 

which made this trip much easier.  

Throughout all this, the advice I would give to someone 

before going on the Bronze Duke of Ed journey, is to pack 

realistically, seek connections with people you might not 

talk to everyday, pack salt, insect repellent all of the  

necessities and just have fun! Just be yourself on a  

difficult hike and bonding with others will come easily. Let it 

all flow. 

I wouldn’t do much different next time and that’s what I’m 

probably most proud of. I knew how to push myself and 

what not to pack/do. Always try to push yourself, there are 

no limits. The Duke of Ed hike will definitely push you out of 

your comfort zone, but don’t fear that, embrace it! 



Mrs Chow 

Work Experience 2022 

Over the course of the year, a number of students have 

demonstrated courage and curiosity by pursuing a work  

experience placement in order to gain a better insight into 

the workforce and their future career pathways. Placements 

have included schools and higher education, automotive and 

electrical companies, law firms, and the police and defence 

force. These students are to be congratulated on  

representing the College with pride and employer evaluation 

forms have always spoken highly of our students. 

For example, Hannah Bennetts in Year 10 was commended 

for being punctual, showing initiative, offering assistance 

without being asked and consistently polite. Sienna-Rose  

Kumar in Year 10 was praised for demonstrating qualities the 

employer would look for; including punctuality, impressive 

communication skills and accurate and enthusiastic  

completion of work tasks. It is clear that a number of these 

life and learning skills we are developing in our students 

through their schooling are applicable for success in the 

workforce. 

Below we have some photos of Mahdi Hassan in year 10 who 

completed his work experience in a school setting, and Luca 

Traino who completed work experience in a higher  

education setting and received a certificate from the  

institution.   

TAFE Summer Skills  

Summer Skills is a fee-free* short course program to  

support school leavers, aged between 15 – 24 years,  

obtain job-ready skills over the summer months. These 

skills will fulfill a need in industries where there are  

immediate job opportunities. 

Whether students plan to attend TAFE NSW, university, 

have a gap year or are still undecided, TAFE Summer Skills 

have a variety of courses that can provide skills for the  

future. Short courses include statement of attainments in 

barbery, beauty, hospitality and cookery, animal care and 

more. More information is available here: https://

www.tafensw.edu.au/summer-skills   

*Eligibility criteria applies. Training is subsidised by the 

NSW Government.  

https://www.tafensw.edu.au/summer-skills
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/summer-skills


Mrs Clisdell  

Head of PDHPE Senior School   

 
SENIOR SCHOOL SENIOR SCHOOL 

MISA 

The competition continues as we slowly wind up the term 

for MISA sport. 

This week we congratulate Mr Renshaw’s Volleyball team 

who won 2 - 0 and the Ultimate Frisbee team who  

defeated William Carey 23 - 10. We had some close  

competition with Boys Oz-tag who drew 9 - 9 and there 

were some narrow losses to girl’s Oz-tag and girls’  

Softball. 

Unfortunately, the AFL team’s games were suspended 

due to the conditions of the grounds, however here at 

Oran Park Anglican College we take safety very seriously 

and ensure our student’s welfare is our priority. 

Congratulations to all players involved showing dedication 

to training and demonstrating craftsmanship through 

their sporting participation. 

SPORT  



 



2023 school travel applications are now open 

Applications for student travel in 2023 opened from Monday 10 October 2022. 

Students who need a School Opal card or travel pass for 2023 can apply now. A new application will need to be submitted  

if they are applying for the first time, or if they are requesting an additional travel entitlement as a result of a new  

shared parental responsibility situation (e.g. joint custody). 

Students who change address, school, campus location, have repeated a year or received an expiry notification from  

Transport for NSW for their school travel entitlement should renew or update their details before the end of term 4. 

This will ensure that schools can endorse applications, and entitlements remain valid for the start of the 2023 school 

year. School Opal card holders will have the changes applied to their existing card. 

If a student's distance eligibility has changed based on their grade (i.e. grade two to grade three), the system will 

automatically update their entitlement if they meet the new criteria. If they do not meet the new eligibility criteria,  

we will send an expiry notification via email. 

Students who have an entitlement approved under a medical condition that is due to expire will receive a notification advising  

them to re-apply. 

Term Bus Pass holders will receive a notification to re-apply. 

Students in the Opal network applying for an Opal card (including a Term Bus Pass) for the first time will receive their 

Student Opal card at their nominated postal address. Cards will be mailed out from January 2023. 

Students living in rural and regional (R&R) areas should receive their travel pass at the start of the new school year from  

their nominated transport operator. It may come via the school or be sent directly to them at home. Note: some  

R&R operators do not issue travel passes. Students/parents should confirm with their nominated operator if they  

do not receive a pass. 

School travel application endorsement 

Occasionally, applicants completing the online form make mistakes, so we ask that school administrators be mindful of this  

and only endorse applications with correct information. 

If you identify an error, you can amend the first name, date of birth or grade of a student’s travel application by clicking  

in the relevant row on the portal. Please ensure you have confirmed the information before making any changes. Refer to 

page 16 of the School Portal User Guide for further instructions. The user guide is accessible within the School Portal by  

clicking the arrow next to your username. 

 

If a student’s details cannot be confirmed or they are not yet enrolled please do not endorse the application. By selecting ‘no’ 

the application will be rejected and the applicant will be informed. They will then need to submit a new application. 

If a school administrator endorses an application in error, please advise our Concessions team as soon as possible here. 

If school administrators require access to the School Portal, please request an account here. 

If you need to remove school portal access for staff members who have left the school recently, please let us know via a 

feedback form and select ‘school/operator portal’ and then ‘remove existing user access’. 

https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fschool-travel-apply/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/-O1r26JkMuw8TBzvMjP0yITomK4=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fticket-eligibility-concessions%2Fschool-student-travel%2Fupdate-school-travel-pass/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/HEzPNDrW51ekpE5X4
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fticket-eligibility-concessions%2Fschool-student-travel%2Fupdate-school-travel-pass/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/HEzPNDrW51ekpE5X4
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fticket-eligibility-concessions%2Fschool-student-travel%2Fupdate-school-travel-pass/2/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/SsZ7noEvSWg9zxbhR
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fticket-eligibility-concessions%2Fschool-student-travel%2Fupdate-school-travel-pass/3/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/zHyuiYDzz-zgYm4BD
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fschool-travel-apply/2/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/yUUjAslDIKxXOOHeIhEyREE2HRg=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fschool-travel-apply/2/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/yUUjAslDIKxXOOHeIhEyREE2HRg=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fschool-term-bus-pass/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/s-RPVpMLWr0H2cfSwTt89j1BerI=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fcontact-us%2Ffeedback%2Ffares-concessions-tickets-feedback%23%2F/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/OzpnIfkgIBVw_OFqVws35N9fm2A=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fticket-eligibility-concessions%2Fschool-student-travel%2Fschool-portal%23register/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/HmNXkmvaFTeF4GP_Cv
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fcontact-us%2Ffeedback%2Ffares-concessions-tickets-feedback/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/teQs1HHsNEDol7t8lgu3gVwAb9A=71


Transport Concession Entitlement Cards (TCECs) 

Schools applying for Transport Concession Entitlement Cards (TCECs) for senior students are advised to submit  

applications at least four weeks before the end of Term 4. This will allow time for processing and delivery to the school  

before the holiday period commences. Applications scheduled for delivery during the holiday period will be held and 

delivered when school recommences from January 2023. 

 

When applying for TCECs before the end Term 4 2022, ensure you enter the grade the student is in this year, not the grade  

they will be in during 2023. E.g., year 11 students who have commenced year 12 studies are still considered  

as being in grade 11 until the end of 2022. 

Travel from Term 1 2023 

We ask that parents plan ahead and make sure their child knows which service/s to use and has a valid ticket to travel;  

either a School Opal card or Child/Youth Opal card (within Greater Sydney) or a School Travel Pass (outside Greater 

Sydney), from the start of the school year. 

Applications for 2023 School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) travel open at the start of Term 4 2022, so parents/students 

can apply or update details early and be ready for the start of the new school year. 

Most students using the Opal network will not need a new Opal card and can continue travelling on their existing card each 

year. 

The start of the year is a busy period for local transport operators, and students travelling without a valid ticket make service 

planning and operations difficult. 

We recognise that for some families last minute changes to school enrolments mean they may not have a School Opal card or 

Travel Pass for the start of term. In the Opal network, we strongly encourage these families to have their children travel  

with a Child/Youth Opal card until they receive their valid School Opal card. If outside Greater Sydney, parents should contact  

their local bus operator to discuss their travel needs. 

Bus operators are flexible and understanding, particularly at the start of the school year, and will ensure students can travel 

safelyto and from school. But to best support our operators we encourage all students to have a valid ticket, as early  

as possible, from the start of the school year. 

Students using School Opal cards are also reminded that they must tap on and tap off in line with the Student code of  

conduct and Opal terms of use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information can be found at transportnsw.info/travel-info/using-public-transport/school-travel 

Enquiries can be submitted at transportnsw.info/contact-us/feedback/passes-concessions-feedback 

https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fschool-travel-apply/3/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/BGa8iHipcde6URM2px_QZjWHVvs=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fschool-travel-apply/3/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/BGa8iHipcde6URM2px_QZjWHVvs=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fticket-eligibility-concessions%2Fschool-student-travel%2Fupdate-school-travel-pass/4/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/iwvl_OtVtUm_ejOk4
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Foperators/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/cBpklFV1m7VItWxLS8XXg-Q1lsw=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Foperators/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/cBpklFV1m7VItWxLS8XXg-Q1lsw=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Foperators/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/cBpklFV1m7VItWxLS8XXg-Q1lsw=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Foperators/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/cBpklFV1m7VItWxLS8XXg-Q1lsw=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Foperators/4/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/U-VtG9CzwyJZtsqFDzlKWsP_cck=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fstudent-code-conduct/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/597k2lUWgxG2BqbWYU-VG1Mfutw=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fstudent-code-conduct/2/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/3apuqPiU7Udvly7z6LgCN9QfY6I=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fopal%2Fopal-terms-of-use/2/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/5Kx_hATx3DoENN3RBpNsEwhnwvM=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fopal%2Fopal-terms-of-use/3/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/RwVDAPnfA4r5go5agxsn98pcZN8=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.transportnsw.info%2Ftravel-info%2Fusing-public-transport%2Fschool-travel/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/HEZLnkeJQ8WqxRBzRLsJ4tVJklk=71
https://1wbshhzm.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.transportnsw.info%2Fcontact-us%2Ffeedback%2Fpasses-concessions-feedback/1/01080183c548ba00-2cf048ed-f792-4721-a365-b64a5ba18ae1-000000/4y9lDdDZ_2E8-jRRcSFjthGxFjA=71







