
I can hardly believe the term is more than half over and I am 

about to commence my Study Leave. I will be away from the 

College until 7 November undertaking university study, school 

and university visits in Canada and taking time to think  

strategically about our future plans for the College. In my  

absence, Mr Owen will be Acting Principal and Mr Gallagher 

Acting Head of Senior School. This is the first time I have had 

extended leave since commencing at the College in late 2013 

and will allow for a time of renewal, refreshment and refocus. 

I was so impressed at this week’s HSC Showcase at which our 

Year 12 Design and Technology, Visual Arts and Music 1  

students presented or performed their major works for their 

peers, family and teachers. I was amazed by their creativity and 

enjoyed hearing about their learning journey and being  

entertained by their performances. 

At this week’s Senior School chapel I shared about the life and 

impact of one of our House patrons, Miss Amy Carmichael. 

Amy grew up in the late 19th century near Belfast in Ireland in 

quite a privileged family. As a teenager she was confronted by 

the poverty she saw in her community and promised that 

when she grew up she would give her money to the poor. 

However, she did more than give her money, she moved into 

their slum and slept in bug-infested beds so that she could be 

close to them to teach them about God. At 30 years old, Amy 

left her home and family to follow God’s call on her life to be a 

missionary. She spent fifty-three years in India setting up  

orphanages to rescue children from prostitution in Hindu  

temples and ministering to the people she met. Amy affected 

the lives of countless Indians, giving them a hope for a future 

on earth and in heaven. Amy Carmichael wanted no accolades 

for what she did, she lived by her conviction "to die to self". It 

was a hard life she led in India and she suffered from poor 

health most of her life, including the last twenty years as an 

invalid after a serious fall. She wrote prolifically letters, books 

and poems about life on the mission field, suffering,  

daily devotions and biblical lessons about God. 

Students were challenged to learn from Amy Carmichael’s  

example to listen for God's call on your life and to not overlook 

the needs of those around us. Amy saw a need, first in Belfast 

and later in India and she didn't wait for other people to step 

in and do something, she had the courage and compassion to 

do what was right and show practical care for those people 

who were suffering, often through no fault of their own. 

This term Junior School students have been learning about 

showing compassion through clothing the poor, feeding the 

hungry and walking for water. They are hearing about the 

needs in our local and global communities and generously  

giving gifts that will be a blessing to the people who receive 

them.  

Senior School students will take part in Service electives next 

term where they will have the opportunity to apply their  

passion to serving our community. Examples include sewing 

care packages for children, visiting the nursing home and  

playing games with the residents and helping with some  

garden works around the College. 

There are so many enriching learning experiences planned for 

students this term and I encourage you to keep reading our 

newsletter which gives a rich account of what has been  

happening in ‘the Life’ of our College in recent weeks. 

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his 

life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers 

and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a 

brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the 

love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love 

with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” 1 John 

3:16-18 

Mrs Naomi Wilkins     
Principal 
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College News 

College Office  

The College office hours during term time are 8am to 4pm  

Monday—Friday, should you need to contact us please call 

our office on 02 4604 0000.  

You can also use the following email address:  

• General enquiries—admin@opac.nsw.edu.au  

• Absence notifications—absences@opac.nsw.edu.au  

• Covid notifications—covid@opac.nsw.edu.au  

• Student/Events enquiries—

studentservices@opac.nsw.edu.au  

Book Week 

Prep to Year 6 Book Week  

Parade will be held on Thursday 

1 September 2022 at 12pm and 

we look forward to Parents  

being able to attend. 

The theme for 2022 is "Dreaming with eyes open" 

Students are invited to come dressed up as their favourite 

book character OR dreaming about what they want to be 

when they are older. 

Dads and Donuts 

Come and join us to celebrate the special role our dads, and 

those that fill the role of dads to us, have in our lives. 

We will be holding an afternoon tea and our special Father’s 

Day Chapel on Friday 2 September in 

the MPH, gates will open at 1:30pm. 

To help with catering purposes, could 

you please book your free ticket 

through www.trybooking.com/CBQHU  

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=942546&














 

Week 7A 

Thursday 1 September 

 Book Week Parade 

Friday 2 September  

 CSSA State Athletic Carnival 

 Father’s Day Chapel - Dads and Donuts 

 

Week 8B 

Thursday 8 September  

 CrewFit Event 

 

Week 7A 

Tuesday 30 August 

 Misa Debating 

Thursday 1 September 

 Year 7 Geography Excursion 

 

Week 8B 

Wednesday 7 September 

 R U OK Day Assembly 

Thursday 8 September 

 Year 9 Geography/Science Excursion  

 

U P CO M I N G  E V E N T S  







Mrs Jenny Squire 
Deputy Principal -                     
Head of Junior School  

This week I received a letter written by one of our Year 1  

classes. They worked together to think of reasons why it 

would be a good idea for our College to have a pet giraffe. I 

very much enjoyed reading their letter and have included it 

here so that you can enjoy it too. As you can see, they have 

been very creative in their thinking. The process of writing 

this letter has required them to collaborate to generate ideas 

and write them down. They have then revised their writing to 

make their reasons more persuasive, by adding stronger  

language. This is the idea of craftsmanship – working hard at 

something to improve and refine it. I love how our College 

values are so evident in the way learning happens in the 

classroom. I am in the process of thinking through how I can 

meet their request, and then I will be writing a letter of my 

own back to them. 

Next week we are celebrating Book Week in Junior School. 

This year the theme is Dreaming with Eyes Open. Thursday 1 

September is an opportunity for students to come dressed as 

their favourite book character, or what they would like to be 

when they are older. Parents and carers are welcome to  

arrive form 11:30am for the Book Parade, which will be held 

in the MPH. At the conclusion of the Parade, you are most 

welcome to join your children for a BYO picnic lunch. A  

Scholastic Book Fair will also be available, and students are 

invited to donate a pre-loved book in good condition to 

someone in need. We are looking forward to seeing lots of 

creativity and having fun together. 

Term 3 continues to be a term of celebrating and sharing our 

learning together. 

 

J U N I O R  S C H O O L  



Mr Przydacz  

Wellbeing Coordinator -  

Junior School  

JUNIOR SCHOOL H EA LT H  &  W E L L B E I N G  

Bounce Back 

Over the last two weeks, students have explored the following 

topics, How to Change a Bad Mood into a Good Mood and 

Getting Along Well with Others. Our Year 5 students continue 

to lead small groups through these topics and are doing an 

amazing job. They are engaging the students in their groups 

well and showing Courage and Craftsmanship as they prepare 

for and lead their groups each week. 

How to Change a Bad Mood into a Good Mood  

For this topic, students looked at emotions and how they are a 

natural part of who we are. We examined what these  

emotions look, sound and feel like and encouraged each other 

that our emotions are a natural response to the things we  

experience. We explored how sometimes our emotions can be 

hard to control and we looked at different strategies that we 

can use to bring them back into order. One strategy was to use 

amygdala breathing which we practised in our groups.  

Getting Along Well with Others 

For this topic, we discussed the importance of getting along 

well with everyone and how this is so important for building 

positive relationships. The groups looked at different  

examples, stories and skits for positive ways to solve  

disagreements. 

Chapel 

In Chapel this term we are looking at some of the  

compassion statements of Jesus found in Matthew 25. For 

Week 4 chapel we looked at the statement “When I was  

naked, you gave me clothes to wear”.  

Through your compassionate support we have been able to 

donate a generous amount of clothing to Mother Hubbard's 

Cupboard which will bless and benefit many families in our 

local community. Thank you for your generosity.   

Black Dog Institute Mental Health Check 

A reminder to all Junior School parents that our Junior 

School is participating in a new clinical trial from leading  

research organisation, Black Dog Institute, which aims to 

improve outcomes for young people (6-12 years old)  

experiencing depression and anxiety. In the trial, we’ll be 

helping them test a new online screening tool for children in 

years K-6 and its impact on mental health stigma. 

The trial will be commencing in two weeks’ time, Friday 2 

September and we will receive a school overview based on 

the information gathered by the trial. Each family have the 

option to opt-out should you wish not to participate. 

Parents have until 02.09.22 (Friday) to access our Parent 

page link  to: 

a) Complete the background questionnaire if they wish 

for their child (3-6 only) to participate  

b) Complete the opt-out form if they wish for their child 

(3-6 only) to be withdrawn 

c) Complete the parent consent form if they (all parents 

K-6) wish to also participate in the study 

Thank you for your support with this clinical trial. 

https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/research/participate-in-research/a-primary-school-mental-health-check/information-for-parents/
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/research/participate-in-research/a-primary-school-mental-health-check/information-for-parents/


Year 2 

Year 2 have had some exciting activities during this term.  

In sport, students have been learning how to perfect their 

underarm throw and catch. Some students challenged  

themselves by setting distance goals with their partners. 

This term students have been working hard on their 

drama plays reading their lines and perfecting their 

character voices. Students have also been working on 

getting their characters props ready.  

In Maths, Year 2 have been working on two-dimensional 

shapes. Students have been learning how to flip, slide and 

turn shapes to make patterns.  

Mrs Whary, Mrs Linus and Mrs Davis  



Year 6 

What a busy term it has been for Year 6. We challenged  

ourselves physically and mentally at our camp, taking part in 

different activities such as the vertical challenge, the giant 

swing and the Zipline. We had a great time working together 

and further developing our friendships. 

This term Year 6 have taken part in the Gymnastics program 

practising our balance, jumps and landings. In Health we 

have been looking at human development with some of us 

attending the Amazing Me seminar and learning about the 

changes we are going to go through.  

History has continued this term and we have looked at  

Australian Federation and early Democracy. We are seeing 

the changes that have occurred since then, great interest 

was shown when looking at Women’s Rights and Cultural 

discrimination. It is hard to believe how it used to be and we 

are grateful for the changes that have made our nation 

more equal.  

During art lessons we have sketched the Parthenon in Art, 

recognising it as the seat of Democracy, as well as Old  

Parliament House.  

In Science we are looking at Forces and have conducted 

some investigations involving push and pull and friction. We 

are excited to start planning our Rube Goldberg design and 

cannot wait to show our models off later in the term. 

Mrs Worthington, Mr Barber, Mr Chapman 



Mrs Claire Cavanagh 

Head of Learning Innovation 

Junior School 

Focus on Learning  

Years 3-6 teachers have been reading through ‘Powering Up 

Children’ by Guy Claxton and Becky Carlzon.  We have been 

working to develop courage in our students to try new 

things, to encourage students to challenge themselves to 

have a go at tricky problems even if they may fail.  

It’s this idea of persevering and being determined to face 

trickier options, to have a go at tackling open-ended  

challenges by taking intelligent risks we want to develop 

and strengthen in our learners. It's this type of learning that 

we will be sharing during our open classrooms this term.  



Mr Barber 

Junior School Sports Coordinator   

IPSSO  

In Week 5, we played against Broughton Anglican College. 

All of the students showed excellent sportsmanship  

during their games! There were several impressive results 

too: 

• Junior soccer won 4-1 

• Senior soccer won 2-0 

• Senior netball won 15-1 

• Junior netball won 14-2 

• Senior AFL won 44-17 

In Week 6, we played against Wollondilly Anglican  

College. We received several compliments from  

spectators and our opposition about the politeness and 

courtesy of our students! We also had some excellent  

results: 

• Senior volleyball won 2-1 

• Junior netball won 10-0 

3-6 College Sport 

In Weeks 5 and 6, we were able to get outside and enjoy 

the College Sport program for Term 3. Our students  

enjoyed learning netball and baseball skills from our 

teachers and external expert coaches!  

Upcoming Events  

Week 7 

Wednesday (31/8): 

• IPSSO training at 7.45 am. All students in an IPSSO 

team are expected to be at training, as it is an  

essential part of each team’s development. Please 

let your child’s IPSSO coach know if they will be  

unable to attend training.  

• IPSSO game vs. St Peter’s Anglican Grammar. The 

junior game begins at 11.55 am; the senior game 

starts at 1 pm. 

Friday (2/9): 

• CSSA State Athletics Carnival. Students catching the 

bus should arrive at school by 7.25 am. We will  

return to the College by 3.30 pm. 

Week 8 

Wednesday (7/9): 

• IPSSO training at 7.45 am. 

• IPSSO games vs. St Gregory’s College. The junior 

game begins at 11.30 am; the senior game starts at 

12.20 pm.  

JUNIOR SCHOOL  SPORT  



For my son’s Year 6 project, we decided to make a bench seat 

together. It was quite a laborious process, where we bonded 

through shared errors and successes along the road. He is now 

in Year 11 and we look back fondly at that time together and 

have the tangible bench seat to look and use with some pride.  

In a similar vein, I am always amazed and heartened by HSC 

Showcase evenings. It is an opportunity to see the culmination 

of hundreds of hours of labour, thought and talent. On 

Wednesday evening, students shared their journey, the 

‘blood, sweat and tears’ that led to the final design, artwork or 

musical mastery. I know the parents and teachers of these 

Year 12 students shared in the journey and experienced the 

highs and lows as the projects reached their final form. The 

enduring sense of accomplishment these students feel was 

sure to boost their self-esteem and wellbeing.  

Isaac Banister’s work (seen above left) is a masterful and  

emotive piece. It explores the effects of dementia and his 

great grandmother’s battle with the disease. The subtle blue  

forget-me-not flowers, a well-known symbol for dementia 

awareness, poignantly contrasted against the lead pencil 

drawings. It reminded me of the girl in the red coat from the 

largely black and white movie Schindler’s List. 

We saw a delightful array of other works during the evening. 

Dharma Inavolu displayed his 3D printed design, a  

water-bottle that doubles as a sport shoe cleaner, while Kout 

Deng developed a casing for a gaming console. Ethan  

Fleming’s sugar rush wave sculpture was an epic undertaking, 

including a detailed portfolio showing the design process. 

Some students chose to produce two major works, which 

challenged their time management and resourcefulness. 

Our musicians/singers Asal Tabaee, Emily Richards and  

Madisson Cook blessed us with their performances,  

expressing beautiful tone and emotion in their vocals. The 

College values of courage and craftsmanship were evident in 

their singing for all attendees to experience with them. We 

are thankful to Mr Chavura, Mrs Low and Mrs Finn for  

organising such a showcase event and Mrs Watson and the 

Food Tech team for providing a banquet of canapes to  

complete the proceedings. 

On a separate note entirely, I was speaking to a student at 

lunchtime recently who was trying to steal a few minutes 

sleep on the oval. When I asked him what time he went to 

bed the night before, he resolutely shared “8:30 sir!”. When I 

followed up and asked for his honest response to whether he 

had his phone in his room, he admitted that he did. The  

constant notifications buzzing and flashing during the night 

likely disrupted his normal sleep patterns and didn’t allow for 

proper recovery, memory embedding and regeneration. 

Please encourage your child to get the best possible  

sound(less) night sleep by removing technology from their 

rooms  

God bless, 
Steve Owen 

Deputy Principal - 

Head of Senior School 

SENIOR SCHOOL  



Young Women’s Jazz Workshop 

Year 9 Music student Alyse-Rose has been attending the 

Young Women’s Jazz Workshop facilitated by the  

Conservatorium of Music. This workshop encourages young 

women to explore their creativity in a nurturing  

environment. Asked why she auditioned for the workshop, 

Alyse responded, “I auditioned for this workshop because I 

was excited for the journey of Jazz! All the new terminology, 

new phrasing styles and new music and composers I would 

learn about excited me! I was thrilled to be challenged.” 

Were you nervous about auditioning? “I was extremely  

nervous, I didn’t know where to begin, how to talk, what to 

think about. All I knew was how to play my favourite song 

that I chose to play.” 

Alyse-Rose, a tenor sax student has been challenged to  

explore improvisation on a variety of different musical 

scales. “I’ve gained plenty of knowledge, that if I didn’t do 

this course, I probably would not have come across. I’ve 

learnt how to strategize solos and pre plan phrasing  

techniques. I’ve learned how to not only play with the  

understanding of notes and chords, but to play with more 

passion and I’ve also learnt a lot about my posture when 

playing.” 

She provided a demonstration to all Secondary students last 

week showing both courage and craftsmanship. “I would 

definitely recommend this workshop to others. It’s truly a 

musical-life-changing experience, it helps you to understand 

the ‘jazz’ sides of music, but also develop a clearer  

understanding of the ‘classical’ style. It helps form you into 

the greatest musician you can be.”  

Such courage, Alyse-Rose. Keep it up!  

HSC Showcase 

On Wednesday 24 August Year 12 Music 1, Visual Arts, and 

Design and Technology students showcased their major 

works and performances for parents and friends. The  

evening began with canapés provided by Mrs Watson and 

the Stage 5 Food Technology students. Guests viewed the  

students’ major works upstairs in D block before sitting 

down to a presentation of each student’s work. 

Asal, a Year 12 Music 1 student recently reflected on her 

own HSC major works.  

“In preparing for Music 1 HSC, I have learnt the importance 

of a strong work ethic in achieving the goals I set for myself. 

It’s extremely important to hold yourself accountable by 

setting dates to complete aspects of the major work and 

slowly work to meet your goal.” 

We are very proud of the students’ work and wish them all 

the best as they continue to prepare for their written  

examinations next term. Thank you to all parents, staff and 

students who attended to support our major works  

students. Special thanks to Mrs Low, Mrs Finn, Mr Howe and 

Mr Chavura for their ongoing support of these students.  



Ensembles 

At Oran Park Anglican College there are several ensembles 

available for the students. Not sure if there’s an ensemble 

to suit your child? The table below might help you. 

Junior Concert Band Year 5/6 students who play a wind or 
percussion instrument 

Senior Concert Band Year 5-12 students who play a wind or 
percussion instrument 

Stage Band Open to students who are already in 
Senior Concert Band or Senior Choir 

3/4 Choir Students in Years 3 or 4 

5/6 Choir Students in Years 5 or 6 

Senior Choir Students in Years 7-12 

We are very keen to see the ensembles grow with the  

college. We are hoping to start up some guitar ensembles 

across Junior School and lower Senior School. If you would 

like your child to be involved in a guitar ensemble, please 

email Mr Chavura (tchavura@opac.nsw.edu.au). No  

previous experience is required. 

mailto:tchavura@opac.nsw.edu.au


A Handful of HSIE  

Stage 5 Commerce 

Students in Stage 5  

Commerce have been  

learning about opportunities 

to become active and  

involved members of their 

community. As part of this, 

during weeks 5 and 6,  

students explored the Australian political system, and how 

they can become informed and responsible voters.  

Students created an infographic that depicted valuable  

information for young voters as to how they can enrol to 

vote. Students were then involved in a series of debates 

which required them to explore two different topics.  

Firstly, students were to debate whether compulsory voting 

should be mandated in Australia. Through this, students  

investigated how mandatory voting may impact election  

results in both a negative and positive manner, and how  

non-compulsory systems work in countries such as America. 

The second debate contested whether the legal voting age 

should be lowered to the age of 16.  In doing so, students 

self-reflected as to whether they believe they were 

equipped with sufficient knowledge to make an informed 

vote should the opportunity arise.  

Through these debates, many students were required to 

present arguments contradictory to their personal views, 

with some even changing their perspective by the conclusion 

of the topic. We would like to thank Stage 5 Commerce  

students for their enthusiastic engagement with these  

lessons and encourage them to continue engaging with the 

community as they emerge into young adulthood in the 

coming years.  

Year 8 Geography 

Our Year 8 Geographers 

have been learning about 

interconnections this term, 

including the positive and 

negative impacts that mass 

tourism can have on  

popular destinations.  

Students developed their own sustainable tourism  

experiences, selecting a location in the world and creating an 

itinerary that will contribute to positive economic, social and 

environmental impacts for the local area. 



Society and Culture 

Our Year 12 Society and Culture students have been  

working hard for ten months on completing their Personal 

Interest Projects (PIP) for their HSC and have now  

submitted their research - much to their relief!  

Saanvi conducted her PIP on 

the topic ‘Is cosmetic surgery 

female empowerment or a 

product of the male gaze?’, 

looking into the evolution of 

feminism over time and where 

cosmetic surgery fits within 

the current feminist ideology. 

She gathered significant data 

to address her hypothesis,  

including an interview with a 

renowned plastic surgeon to ensure validity of research 

data.  

Alyssa conducted her PIP on the topic ‘The great  

defamation of women’s sport’, looking into the role of the 

media in delegitimising women’s sport through  

sexualisation, limited accessibility and downplaying  

mental health concerns. The research included an  

interview with South Australian WBBL cricketer Sarah 

Coyte and international surfer Rebecca Dunning. 

Our Society and Culture  

students are commended for 

their dedication to their major 

work, demonstrating  

persistence and showing  

initiative to gather a wide range 

of data to research a topic that 

they are passionate about. 

Extreme History – Getting Gladiatorial!  

Our Extreme historians have been investigating the role of 

religion and festivals in the daily life of Ancient Rome. In  

particular, we have considered who became gladiators, the 

training involved, different types of gladiators, as well as 

what gladiators could be known for. We learnt that elite 

slaves from captured territories were made to fight for  

Roman entertainment and most gladiators had a particular 

weapon or skill, or they could be famed for their good looks 

or interesting origin story. 

Students took what they had learnt to create their own  

personalised gladiator with a historically accurate story. They 

scripted an interview with the gladiator about their rise to 

fame and were sure to include plenty of arrogance, humour 

and wit in their interviews to entertain the audience! 



Science Matters 

Recently students in Stage 6 Chemistry had the opportunity 

to do a depth study at the national maritime museum.   

Highlights of the day were looking at preserved anchors, 

learning about shipwrecks, going inside the HMAS Onslow 

submarine and having Lachlan as our tour guide on the 

HMAS Vampire.  

Year 11 and 12 Chemistry Visit to  

The Australian National Maritime Museum 

We learnt a lot about different chemical reactions  

especially the reactions of metals such as corrosion and 

redox reactions.  

The students 

were all shocked 

at the size of the 

submarine and 

the sleeping  

quarters, there 

wasn’t much 

room to move, 

sleep eat or play 

games.  

We all decided we 

weren’t too keen 

to ever live on a 

submarine!  



The Phenomena that is PDHPE 

Stage 5 Child Studies 

Stage 5 Child Studies are looking at the importance of play 

for the developing child. Students are experiencing a 

range of activities that focus on gross and fine motor skill 

development. Within this unit, they will be creating their 

own activities for our prep students to engage in at the 

end of the term. This is an experiential unit and one that 

links the content with practical activities and being a P-12 

College, we have the opportunity to connect the Junior 

School to the Secondary College! What a privilege!  



The English Mail 
Chief Editor: W. Shakespeare   Date: Week 6, Term 3, 2022  

Investigative reporter: M. Manthos 

Photographer: J. Foster 

Certain phrases are routinely used to express our  

experiences. We choose specific language to identify 

moments that halt us in our tracks and cause pause 

for thought. These stories are often referred to as our 

‘trials and tribulations’ and our anecdotes are  

routinely met with collective nods of shared  

understanding.  

The ways we respond are a reflection of our character, 

ingenuity, and importantly our capacity to think 

through complexities to find insightful solutions. 

Why, I hear you ask, do I postulate on the word 

‘trial’? 

Our Year 12 students recently sat their Trial  

Examinations and through their courage to set 

thoughtful goals, a genuine desire to seek positive 

pathways for the future and a belief in their 

knowledge and skills, they leapt into their  

assessments and came out bright and enthused. 

Like shiny minnows in a clear pond, they calmly  

negotiated all manner of tricky questions that  

required prior knowledge, the application of new and 

powerful skills, and above all, the ability to express 

themselves with clarity and confidence. 

The community at Oran Park congratulates Year 12 

and acknowledges the enormous undertaking that is 

the HSC year and their final examinations ahead.  

Great work, people!  

Sub-Editor: J. Little  

Print assistant: J. Soane  

Year 12 conquer a TRIAL! 



Duke of Edinburgh Spotlight  

Given many of our Bronze students begin the program in 

Year 9, alongside their Stage 5 electives, it often becomes 

an opportune time for students to extend the skills and 

personal interests they develop in these chosen subjects. 

Whilst students cannot use the hours they put into the 

school-work component of these subjects (including  

assessments), applying these skills in a different setting is 

an appropriate activity for skill, physical recreation or  

service. For example, any cooking students do for a Food 

Technology assessment cannot count towards the Duke of 

Ed hours; however, if they bake in class and choose to try 

baking different recipes or piping techniques in their own 

time (and bless their family and friends with the  

creations!), that is entirely suitable and encouraged. 

Many students are then able to ask their teachers, who 

are suitably qualified in the area, to be their assessors. 

Thank you to the many teachers who volunteer their time 

to assess students – particularly in the TAS and Music 

(skill) and PDHPE (physical recreation) departments! Your 

time is greatly appreciated.  

Here is a report from Mrs Low, who was a student’s  

assessor for their chosen skill. Some photos are attached 

from the logs that Tali submitted online to document the 

process and hours she spent on this skill development.  

Tali Cooper – Dot Painting (skill) 

Tali Cooper in Year 9 has spent 

the last 6 months working on the 

skill component of her Duke of Ed 

Award. She chose to develop her 

skills in dot painting with acrylic 

paint on canvas. Tali’s interest in 

this style of art stems from her  

Indigenous heritage. She also  

recently helped facilitate a dot 

painting workshop through Camden council and exhibited 

some of her artworks at this year’s Camden Art Exhibition. 

As you can in the picture, this type of art is meticulous and 

very time consuming. Congratulations Tali on  

completing this part of your Duke of Ed certificate.  



Mrs Chow 

Work Experience 

Oran Park Anglican College’s Work Experience Program is 

one week in duration and is geared towards providing Year 

10 & 11 Students with a ‘taste’ of what the workforce and 

the recruitment process comprise. It is specifically aimed at 

students:  

• Obtaining first-hand knowledge of what a specific 

role and industry involve, thus informing the career 

planning process;  

• Refining your thinking, through practical experience, 

of the capabilities, skills and knowledge required to 

be successful in the workforce, and as part of this 

identifying their personal strengths and areas of  

development; 

• Developing the skills and know-how to successfully 

obtain and commence a new role;  

• Building confidence in communicating effectively and 

professionally with adults and peers in a work  

context. 

Our students are able to participate in the work experience 

program during any of the Term 1-3 holidays that is most 

suitable for them and their host employer. Students are 

tasked with the responsibility of seeking and obtaining  

successful work experience placement. On special  

occasions, when an organisation runs a work experience 

program on set dates, students can apply for these  

programs and receive approval to attend.  

During the mid-year holiday break, a number of students 

attend a variety of work placements in settings from a  

primary school to a law firm to an auto electrical repair 

workshop. Below is the experience of Nikhaar Biswal in 

Year 10, who applied for work experience at the  

Powerhouse Museum. 

I completed my work experience as a volunteer placement 

at the Powerhouse Museum in Ultimo.  

During my work experience, I was able to understand the 

various roles within the museums including, youth program 

educators, archivists, curators, docents, conservationists, 

researchers, and exhibition designers. Throughout my work 

experience, I was able to spend time with staff that  

specialised in all different areas, either assisting them or 

getting the opportunity to ask questions about their role 

within the museum.  

For the majority of my time there, I was able to interact 

with visitors of all ages including those in the holiday 

youth programs and tour the basement where we could 

see all the artefacts being digitalised so that they can be 

accessed through the museums' website.  

The objective of my work experience was to understand 

whether I would like to pursue a career in the conservation 

and curation of historical artefacts. This experience has 

helped shape my idea of the environment I would like to 

work in and the possible roles I could explore further.  

Although I enjoyed my time at the museum and gained a 

lot of insight, I have also realised it is not the environment 

in which I would like to work in and some roles are not 

what I expected.  
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MISA Term 3. 

Well done to all MISA teams over the start of Term 3. 

Next week, we will be playing semi-finals. Details about 

the semi’s will be coming at the start of week 7.  

CSSA Zone Athletics 

Congratulations to all  

students who represented 

the College at the Zone  

athletics! Among our  

athletes, we had two Age 

Champions: 

• Joshua Davison (Year 9) 

- U14 Boys Age Champion 

• Jai Cooper (Year 12) – 

18+ Boys Age Champion 

This is a remarkable 

achievement! Well done!  

CSSA State Athletics. 

On Thursday 18 August, Oran Park Anglican College sent a 

team of 22 athletes to Homebush Athletics Stadium for 

the CSSA State Athletics. It was a brilliant day with  

excellent sportsmanship that showed determination, 

commitment and enthusiasm.  

Well done to the following students who have made it 

through to CIS: 

• Brayden Wheeler (Year 10) – 16 boys 400m and 16 

boys 800m 

• Callum Cox (Year 11) – 17 boys Javelin 

• Tali Cooper (Year 9) – 15 girls Long Jump 

We wish you well! 

CSSA Basketball Gala Day 

Dates for the Diary: 

• CIS Athletics – Tuesday 20 September 

SPORT  



Mrs Clisdell  

Head of PDHPE Senior School   

Junior Basketball Gala Day 

The Oran Park Anglican College under 15/s boys and girls 

basketball teams competed in the CSSA gala day on 

Wednesday 24 August at Bankstown Basketball  

Stadium. 

Both teams took pride in representing the College and 

demonstrated great sportsmanship and skill on the day. 

The girls were heroic and fought hard, throwing  

themselves onto the ground many times to fight for the 

ball and came from behind to win their semi-final. The 

girls team finished 2nd to Innaburra in the grand-final. 

The boys were valiant and competitive throughout the 

day. They had a dramatic 1-point win in their last pool 

game to progress to the semi-finals where they found 

themselves down 7 points with just over 1-minute to go. 

The boys then scored 7-points in the last minute with a 

brilliant 3-pointer from Nathan Tattam to tie the game 

and send it into overtime where they lead by 2-points 

with 20-seconds to go, only to have the opponent shoot 

a miraculous 3-pointer and lose the semi-final by 1-point 

to finish 3rd on the day. 

Miss Bywater and Mr Irwin are extremely proud of both 

teams.  

Senior Basketball Gala Day 

The Oran Park Anglican College open boys and girls basketball 

teams competed in the CSSA gala day on Thursday 25 August at 

Bankstown Basketball Stadium and once again we can be proud 

of how our students performed.  

The boys had a tough pool and competed strongly in 4 close 

games on the day. The girls gave it their all and made the  

semi-finals and pushed the number one team all the way in a 

close game to finish 4th. 

Both teams took pride in representing the college and  

demonstrated great sportsmanship and skill on the day. 

Miss Bywater and Mr Irwin have enjoyed both days of  

competition at the gala and could not be prouder of our  

students.  

Bring on next year!  












