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What a fortnight it has been!
Praise God for the break in the weather which allowed our
Open Day to go ahead last weekend. It was a wonderful
occasion with more than 250 visitors to the College
witnessing our vibrant learning community. Thank you to
the students, parents and staff who came out to showcase
the range of teaching and learning activities, wellbeing and
cocurricular programs. We were entertained by our bands,
choir and musical theatre group and throughout the tours
we heard the voices of our students describing the culture
of Oran Park Anglican College.
This week we had the disruption caused by the treacherous
weather which caused us to close the College and flip to
online learning on Tuesday and Wednesday. Our priority
was to ensure the safety of everyone in our community and
with so much local flooding and road closures this allowed
many staff and students to work safely from home.
It seems that the new “normal life” is being able to respond
to global pandemics and natural disasters much more
regularly than in previous generations. This can be taxing on
our resilience and ability to bounce back from setbacks. This
generation of students are navigating school life that is very
different from their parent’s experience. Students can
access their learning outside the traditional classroom and
connect with their teacher and other resources online. This
flexibility can be advantageous when we are impacted by
sickness, isolation and natural disasters but as we’ve
experienced during the extended lockdown have a
disadvantage on the physical connections that enhance our
children’s development. Teachers have been deliberate in
providing authentic connection activities for students this
term and it has been good to gather again for assemblies

and chapels as we seek to rebuild the community spirit
necessary for a flourishing school.
While some of our camp activities have been postponed we
are still making plans for our Year 10 Service Learning trips
in November which aim to develop student’s understanding
of the world beyond their own, to appreciate their personal
circumstances and to learn how thy can have a positive
impact on those less fortunate. With so many difficulties
going on in the world, we can often look inward to protect
ourselves from harm and not realise how fortunate our circumstances really are and what a difference we can make
through service. Christ commends us to ‘love our neighbour’
and at OPAC we strive to see our students have the
opportunity to love those less fortunate, develop leadership
skills, confidence and courage.
Our Parents and Friends Association Annual General
Meeting has been postponed to Tuesday 22 March. If you
would like to meet other parents and be available to
volunteer at some events throughout the year then please
join us in the Junior School Library at 7pm.
Please enjoy perusing the rest of this newsletter as you
learn more about what has been happening in ‘the Life’ of
our College in recent weeks.
“Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your
name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful
things, things planned long ago.” Isaiah 25:1

Mrs Naomi Wilkins
Principal

In the events of recent days and weeks, no doubt most of us
Prayer for those impacted by the floods

have cried out to God. In words similar to those of the Psalmist in
the Old Testament, my requests have been “Lord, hear our cry”

Creator and preserver of our world. We ask you
to hear our humble prayers for all those affected

We have assurance throughout the Bible that God can be trusted

by the devastating floodwaters in our current

and will bring answers and resolution in His timing to our cries.

community, across wider Sydney, throughout

We can know God is close to us because the death of our Lord

south-eastern Queensland and across the state

Jesus connects us back to God and enables us to know Him as

of NSW.

our Heavenly Father. We are encouraged to cry out, bring our

pain, requests and questions to Him as a child does to a loving
Grant safety to the thousands of residents under

Father.

evacuation orders. In your mercy, bring relief to
affected areas and protect both life and property.

In Psalm 46, we read these words of encouragement and
comfort, God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in

We pray for the sick, the injured and the

times of trouble.

homeless. Have compassion and show comfort
on those who grieve the loss of loved ones.

Our Archbishop, The Rev Kanishska Raffel has also encouraged
us, “In a world of unpredictable upheaval and heart-wrenching

Give courage and hope in the midst of despair.
Through the generosity of governments and

individuals, provide a future for those whose

loss, there is a shelter in the storm, a place of rest and comfort
for the weary and worn. Jesus is our home and hope, our
ever-present help in trouble.”

present circumstances are marked by loss and
desperation. Grant wisdom to those who assist,

‘Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and

especially government leaders, our State

praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your

Emergency Service, our Australian Defence Force,

concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness,

other emergency workers and aid agencies. And

everything coming together for good, will come and settle you

by your gracious hand, rebuild communities

down.

where men, women and children are nurtured
with care and love.

For those in our community directly affected or caring for those
in need, the attached article provides some helpful advice and

At this time, may those without genuine peace

practical tips for dealing with grief and loss during a flood or

find true hope in your Son, Jesus.

natural disaster.

In His name we pray. AMEN.

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?
uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:9428494d-f3a3-4f06-84e4-580fe22f430a

Ms Kirsten Philips
Director of Wellbeing and
Christian Education

College News
College Office
The College office hours during term time at 8am to 4pm
Monday—Friday, should you need to contact us please call
our office on 02 4604 0000.
You can also use the following email address:
•

General enquiries—admin@opac.nsw.edu.au

•

Absence notifications—absences@opac.nsw.edu.au

•

Covid notifications—covid@opac.nsw.edu.au

•

Student/Events enquiries—
studentservices@opac.nsw.edu.au

Principal’s Awards
In order for students to be presented with
their Principal’s Awards at the end of Term
1, they need to have their Merits handed in
before Friday March 25, 2022.
•

5 x Merits are to be handed in at Parent Reception to
upgrade to a Principal’s Award.

•

5 x Good Work Cards are to be handed to class teacher
to upgrade to a Merit.

A friend loves at all times, and a brother/sister is
born for a time of adversity. Proverbs 17:17

It has certainly been an interesting couple of weeks! Nightly
news reports have shown the difficult circumstances facing
the people of Ukraine, and closer to home we have seen
floodwaters batter communities from Brisbane down to
Sydney. From both these situations we have seen and heard
amazing stories of survival, determination and resilience.

Resilience is something we seek to foster and build in our
students at College. The other day I read a description of
resilience that likened it to a plane in mid-flight encountering
poor weather (something we have seen plenty of over the
past week!). The poor weather represents adversity. The
ability of the plane to get through the poor weather and
reach its destination depends on its level of resilience,
including factors related to: the pilot (the child); the co-pilot,
the flight crew and the ground crew (parents, siblings,
grandparents, other extended family, teachers); the
equipment available to the pilot, flight and ground crews (the
resources available to the child, College community, family
services and health practitioners); the type of plane (age and
temperament of the child) and the severity and duration of
the poor weather (severity and duration of the adversity).

All these factors will determine how much the plane is able to
stay on course. Different planes will respond to poor weather
conditions in different ways, in the same way that different
children respond to the same adversity in different ways.
Regardless of this, the pilot cannot handle the poor weather
adequately without the assistance of the flight and ground
crews (the child’s resilience depends on the support they
receive from the people around them). The pilot, flight and

ground crews all rely on the equipment available to them to
ensure the plane gets through the poor weather safely (the
people around the child need resources to support the child).
Although the plane itself cannot be made stronger by the
adversity, the pilot (child) will likely have improved skills and
capabilities as a result, as will the ground crew (family,
teachers, health practitioners etc).
I like this description, as it highlights the importance of
families working together with teachers and health
practitioners to guide children as they build resilience, and I
know this is something that regularly happens within our
College community.
For our children in Year 3 and 4, the upcoming Day Camp will
provide some good opportunities to challenge themselves
and develop skills that might currently lie outside their
comfort zone, in a safe and supported environment. In the
classroom we are regularly encouraging children to move out
of their comfort zone, into their learning zone. This is the
place where their growth happens, and it is exciting to see it
happening.

Our Junior School Parent Teacher interviews are now open
for booking. Please take this opportunity to meet with your
child’s teacher over Zoom on either Thursday 17 March, or
Tuesday 22 March.
Please keep checking the Parent App for details of other
upcoming events as we go through the term.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he
will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6
Mrs Jenny Squire
Deputy Principal Head of Junior School

Junior School Wellbeing
Over the last two weeks, Junior School students have
continued to work through the Bounce Back program.
The topics covered in Stage 1 included “How Do Teachers
Show Kindness To Us” and ‘How Can we Care for
Animals’. In Stages 2 and 3 our topics were “Life has its
‘ups’ and ‘downs’ but we can bounce back” and “Animals
and plants bounce back too”. These topics are very
timely considering the extreme weather events we have
experienced the last 2 weeks.

Attached to our wellbeing section this week is a link to an
article offering advice for parents to help navigate
trauma experienced as a result of natural disasters. We
hope this is a helpful resource. Natural Disaster and
Major Weather Events - Coping with the Trauma of
Floods.pdf

Tips for Parents from the Bounce Back Program to
communicate with your Children
•

Life is mainly good but now and then everyone has a
difficult or unhappy time. Things always get better even
though sometimes they may take a bit longer to improve
than you would like. It is important to stay hopeful and
expect things to get better.

•

You will feel better and have more ideas about what to
do if you talk to someone you trust about what’s
worrying or upsetting you.

•

Unhelpful thinking isn’t necessarily true and makes you
feel worse. Helpful thinking makes you feel better
because it is more accurate and helps you work out
what to do.

Another resource available to our College is SchoolTV.
This link will take to you to a section that covers
resilience. There are lots of short videos you may find
helpful - https://opac.nsw.schooltv.me/newsletter/
resilience

Mr Przydacz
Wellbeing Coordinator Junior School

Year 2
Year 2 have enjoyed learning lots of new things over the last
few weeks!
In Science, we have been expanding our knowledge on living
things. We loved investigating plants, designing a bird
feeder and grouping animals in our own zoo.
We started our History unit this term by using the language
‘past, present and future’ and are now putting our
knowledge in action by creating a personal timeline. We
have been bringing in photos from home to help us mark
the special moments in our own personal histories.
In Maths we have been learning how to do the jump
strategy, discovering number patterns, and realising how we
can use an array to help us do repeated addition and
multiply.
As part of our Writing lessons, we have been expanding our
retelling skills by retelling familiar stories using paragraphs
and transition words. We have also been working on writing
the series of events in the correct order so that the story
makes sense. This has led us into writing personal recounts,
which is what we will be learning about over the next few
weeks.

We have been exploring different ways that artists represent
themselves in self portraits in Visual Arts. Over the last few
weeks we have drawn, painted and created a digital avatar,
used mixed media and begun a create a collagraph to show
our self portrait. We are amazing artists!
While we have enjoyed all of our learning so far this year,
the highlight of the term has been swimming! The students
are absolutely loving their swimming lessons and we are so
thankful that this has been a possibility for them this year.
Mrs Linus, Mrs Davis and Mrs Whary

Year 6
This term, Year Six has enjoyed various learning
experiences and special events! After a hectic first few
weeks of term, we have brilliantly settled into our
regular routines!
This term, the novel we have been reading in class is
called ‘Wonder’ by RJ Palacio. This novel has provided a
new experience for our students, as their thinking has
been stretched in different ways. The main character,
Auggie, suffers from a rare genetic condition that has
resulted in many surgeries affecting his face. As a result,
he looks very different to other children his age and
does not fit in at school. Through studying the novel,
the students have been challenged to think more
inclusively about all people and reflect on how they
treat people who are different to them.
Integrated Studies has also provided a ‘first’ for many of
our students, as we have looked at different ‘Extreme
Environments’. We have been looking at the animal and
plant life that has survived and thrived in each
environment and how these animals and plants have
adapted to their environments. At the end of this term,
the students will have the opportunity to design and
build their own AirBnB that suits one of the extreme
environments we have studied. We look forward to
seeing their creative designs and craftsmanship in
effectively making their designs.

Being role models to the younger students in Junior School is
very important to us in Year Six. We have been delighted
with our students' excellent examples to all their younger
peers at the College, particularly during Chapel and morning
assemblies.
We have also enjoyed getting out of the classroom on several
occasions this term! We have enjoyed our swimming
carnival, IPSSO trials, and the first term of summer IPSSO. It
has been great seeing students be active and enjoy being
outdoors.
Year Six has enjoyed a busy term of learning. Most
importantly, we have learned about the good God who loves
all of His people, who is in control of everything, and who will
guide us through the term. We pray that all our students and
families stay healthy and trust God and come to know Him
better.
Mr Barber, Mr Chapman and Mrs Worthington

JUNIOR SCHOOL

CIS Tennis Trials

CSSA Zone Swimming Carnival

On Monday Week 5, Year 5
student Maddison Stares
competed in the CIS Tennis
Trials. This is a competition for
the best tennis players in all
the independent schools in
NSW. Maddison performed
outstandingly, remaining
undefeated on her way to
winning her pool!

On Monday Week 5, twenty-three students competed at
the CSSA Zone Swimming Carnival. Every student
represented the College magnificently, competing to the
best of their ability. We also had some excellent results on
the day:

Well done, Maddison!

•

Grace Sultana was the age champion for the
9-year-old girls.

•

Charlotte Sultana was second overall for the
10-year-old girls.

•

Ava Olic was the age champion for the 11-year-old
girls.

CSSA Boys Football Trials
On Friday of week 5, five boys participated in the CSSA
Boys Football Trials. They were competing against the
best football players in the state to make it into one team.
Although all of the boys tried their best, none of them
successfully made the CSSA team. They all had a great day
and benefited from this experience!
CSSA State Swimming Carnival
On Monday Week 6, six students represented the College
at the CSSA State Swimming Carnival. They all did an
excellent job, competing against some of the best
swimmers in the state! They were brilliant representatives
for the College! We also had some students achieve the
following outstanding results:
•

Ava Olic- 3rd overall in 50m breaststroke and 50m
backstroke

•

Charlotte Sultana- 4th overall in 200m IM

•

Grace Sultana- 4th overall in 50m breaststroke

IPSSO

Upcoming Events (Weeks 7 and 8)

Unfortunately, the extremely wet weather caused IPSSO
to be called off in Weeks 5 and 6.

Week 7
Wednesday (16/3):

3-6 College Sport

Unfortunately, Years 3-6 did not get to do their regular
College Sport program over the last two weeks due to the
extreme weather and College closure.

•

IPSSO training at 7.45 am for all students selected in an
IPSSO team. Please let your child’s coach know if you
cannot attend training.

•

IPSSO games vs. Broughton Anglican College. Unfortunately, the IPSSO committee has decided that spectators are not permitted at any IPSSO games in Term 1 as
a COVID precaution. The College will alert parents if this
changes.

K-2 College Sport
Unfortunately, the wet weather prevented K-2 from doing
sport in Week 5. Once they returned to the College in
Week 6, Kindergarten enjoyed playing various games
outside with their class.
Years 1 and 2 enjoyed learning some cricket skills, rotating
around several different activities.

Thurs (17/3):
•

Year 2 Swimming Program (during usual sport time).

Week 8
Wed (23/3):
•

No IPSSO training before school.

•

IPSSO bye. Students will train with their teams during
regular College Sport time.

Thurs (24/3):
•

Year 2 Swimming Program (during usual sport time).

Mr Barber
Junior School Sports Coordinator

It has been a waterlogged fortnight at the College with rain of
near biblical proportions! I hope you have managed to stay dry
and keep the water from entering your home. If I can use that
as a loose segue, we are finding the outside world entering our
homes through digital form more and more regularly. It is so
easy for our children to tap a button and be witness to a deluge
of inappropriate and disturbing content.
As you may know, we do not allow the use of smartphones
during the school day and monitor internet use on laptops,
where inappropriate comments and searches are flagged and
investigated. This can lead to uncomfortable conversations for
some students, but necessary conversations nonetheless to
better ensure their safety. This is one way in which the College
aims to fulfil the Child Safe Standards, which provide a
framework for making organisations safer for children. These
standards have been accepted by the NSW Government and
provide tangible guidance to create cultures, adopt strategies
and act to put the interests of children first, to keep them safe
from harm.
Many of our young people struggle to self-regulate their use of
technology. They can be looking at their phones until the early
hours of the morning, engaging in social media, binge watching
shows or viewing inappropriate content. Multiple studies have
found a strong link between heavy social media and an
increased risk of depression and anxiety. As such, it is essential
to have a screen-free bedroom to better allow 8-10 hours of
largely uninterrupted sleep. A common response to asking for a
device-free bedroom is “I need my phone for an alarm” but a
cheap alarm clock can easily do the job! Having an online
system at home to protect and manage internet-based devices
can also shield from risk and potential harms that the internet
can deliver.

At a recent assembly, two of our School leaders, Scarlette
Pattinson and Marne Seymour, shared an eSafety video
‘Connor’s Story’ and their personal thoughts on cyber-bullying.

Fundamentally, their message was to be kind online and
mindful that selfish decisions can have a long-lasting negative
impact on others. They also spoke about the impact on your
own reputation, that can remain in the digital space for years
to come. In our year of compassionate focus, they instead
encouraged students to intervene in the mistreatment of
others online and help them find support from a trusted
adult. Proverbs 3:27 encourages us in this way:
"Don't withhold good from someone who deserves it,
when it is in your power to do so."
Our assembly also provided the opportunity to recognise the
excellence and success of our Year 9 Debating team who
argued their way to win the MISA Debating shield last year.
The team of Raphaella Agia, Nikhaar Biswal, Sienna-Rose
Kumar and Valentina Garcia were undefeated and provided
Oran Park Anglican College our first ever debating
achievement.
Open Day 2022 was a
resounding success. We
were blessed with a day
of good weather and
the attendance of many
interested families from
nearby suburbs. I was most impressed and grateful for the
turnout of our students, who gave their time on a
Saturday to assist with tours and showcase some of the
typical lessons. We had students chiselling Hebel, cooking
spring rolls, mixing chemicals, shaping wood, forming ancient
shield walls, working out in the fitness centre and many other
College-based endeavours.
We are truly grateful for all who contributed to highlight our
vibrant learning community at Oran Park Anglican College.
God bless,
Steve Owen
Deputy Principal—Head of Senior School

A Handful of HSIE
Year 9

Year 10

Year 9 students have been designing their own Industrial
cities, examining Britain’s transition from an agricultural
to a manufacturing based economy.

Year 10 students have been analysing Australian and
German wartime propaganda and how they differed in
their approach towards enlistment.

Acting as town planners, students were allocated a space
of land to build canals, roads and factory systems in
accordance with common features of 18th century urban
planning.

Students were asked to explain the meaning of visual and
literary techniques used to arouse or enflame nationalism,
as well as designing their own propaganda poster.

Extreme History

Extreme History is a class that consistently challenges
your mind and the way you think. Most of the time the
class is interactive, both in communication and learning,
where people contemplate moments in history and trial
various perspectives. Currently in Extreme History we are
learning about the assassination of JKF (which by the
way, is a very interesting topic) and part of the
excitement is debating who we believe had assassinated
the president based off compilations of evidence. Our
lovely teacher, Mrs Chow, constantly prompts us with
questions that really nudge, and probe our thinking, and
encourages us to voice opinions on the topic at hand.
More than once we have been involved in class debates
where we are able to understand and listen to our peers’
viewpoints, and properly discuss the issue at hand.
Overall, Extreme History proves to be a subject where
students are encouraged to think flexibly and listen to the
opinions of classmates.

This term Extreme History is
embarking on a deep
investigation of the issues surrounding the assassination of
JFK and the conspiracy theories that emerged after the
event.
In this unit, students need to think flexibly to understand the
variety of perspectives that governments, groups and
individuals have about the assassination.
To come up with their own theories, students need to
consider all the options and generate alternative explanations
for particular questions surrounding the event. This week,
students have worked collaboratively to undertake a study of
a key witness, mapping their location and reading through
their firsthand testimony to compare the variety of accounts
about the event.

Sabrina Gaibisso, Year 10

Year 7
In History, Year 7 have been getting their hands dirty in our
study of artefacts and archaeology! We have been learning
about skills and techniques used by historians to analyse
sources and discoveries in our ‘Cookie excavation’.

As we examined the process of excavation, we discovered
that our ‘source’ was fragile and needed to be handled
carefully. Year 7 loved the ‘hands-on’ learning and being able
to work together – even if it was a little ‘crummy’.

The Phenomena that is PDHPE
Year 11 CAFS
Year 10 PDHPE

Year 10 students are participating in a SEPEP unit during
physical education. This is where they are learning about,
as well as experiencing, the various roles that are
available to them through coaching, officiating and
managing as well as participating in a specific sport
(Ultimate Frisbee).
Students will also have the opportunity of organising,
managing and reporting on an Ultimate Frisbee a round
robin competition.

Stage 5 PASS

Event Management is the unit that Stage 5 PASS are exploring
throughout this term. Students design, organize, promote and
evaluate a sporting event as well as assisting with the running
of one of the College Carnivals.
They are provided with opportunities to develop enterprise
and organisational skills required for effective event
management by exploring the personal skills and qualities
required for effective event management. Students research a
major event and design a schedule or draw for an event,
proposing modifications that could be made to promote
participation and enjoyment for all involved.
They have opportunities to promote lifelong leisure and
recreation by investigating local facilities and proposing and
implementing strategies to increase physical activity in their
school or community.
What an opportunity for these students to develop their organisational and leadership skills.

Year 11 CAFS have started the year looking at Core 1:
Resource Management.
Within this unit, students focus on the use of resources to
satisfy needs in order to achieve wellbeing. The concepts
of wellbeing, needs and wants, resources, values, goal
setting, communication, decision making and personal
management explored in this module form the basis of
study throughout the course. Students apply the
knowledge, understanding and skills developed in this
module, to practical situations in a variety of personal,
family and community contexts.

This module provides introductory research experience in
the design and conduct of an interview.
•

Fundamental concepts of resource management

•

Influences on resource management

•

Effective resource management

Here is some of their work that they have already been
working on this year:

Design and Technology
Stage 5 Food Technology
Our Stage 5 Food Technology students have been creative
and curious as they have explored new flavours and
textures when using ingredients native to Australia.
Students used their senses when experimenting and
developing their own bush food flavoured fillings for
Melting Moments using Wattleseed, Lemon Myrtle and
Cinnamon Myrtle.

We have discovered that some of the reasons we find
different foods appealing are due to our experiences,
values and physiological characteristics. Even though
kangaroo meat isn’t on many regular household menus,
the students were very brave as they tasted their fusion
food of Kangaroo San Choy Bow, and the majority
thoroughly enjoyed it, although the texture does take a
little getting used to.

We always link our practical work with
learning about the world around us and
have responded with wonderment and awe when
researching the health benefits of kangaroo as a meat,
being a lean meat that is high in iron and protein, having a
comparable cost with other meats and being more
sustainable than that of beef meat. You might like to try
this recipe in your own family.

Year 7 Technology
7 Liddell and 7 Wilberforce – Grow and Thrive
In our Grow and Thrive unit, we explore the Food and
Agriculture components of the Technology Mandatory
curriculum. Students have covered Kitchen Safety and
Hygiene and are now learning to prepare different types of
food in the kitchen, with a focus on developing basic skills.
When not in the kitchen, we are learning about Sustainable
and Ethical Farming practices and comparing today’s
approaches to the ways Indigenous peoples worked the land.

The weather has impeded us from spending time in our
college garden, but we are looking forward to establishing
a functioning kitchen garden which provides ingredients for
our practical lessons and have received some excellent
submissions from students persuading us what we should
plant and why.

7 Lewis and 7 Carmichael – Thinking Outside the Box

In Thinking Outside the Box, students learn about the
workshop and the tools and machinery required to
construct a small timber box. They have been practicing
joint construction and learning how to use Adobe
Illustrator so that they will be able to design their unique
box and utilise the laser cutter to personalise it.

We look forward to sharing their finished boxes with you
later in the semester.

This week the Year 11 and 12 Visual Arts classes had the
opportunity to see some 2021 HSC artworks at ARTEXPRESS
in the Art Gallery of NSW. There was a great variety of
artworks to view, a lot inspired by the unusual circumstances
we have faced these past two years.

The gallery was buzzing with senior students perusing the
works on display.
Here are some of our favourites.

The English Mail
Chief Editor: W. Shakespeare

Date: Week 6, Term 1, 2022

Year 9 debate the power of
Investigative reporter: M. Manthos
Photographer: G. Dennison
Is all knowledge good knowledge? Do we appreciate
the impact our data driven, social media obsessed
world has on our identity, decisions and values? These
are all questions Year 9 have been pondering in Term 1.
Students have analysed the influence of knowledge in
shaping how we think about ourselves, conduct
relationships and determine our wider culture. They
have explored the significance of connection in
advancing the human condition by analysing the impact
bridges have on developing communities. This led
students to observe that bridges are far more than just
concrete and steel: they form vital social infrastructure
that provide the safety and security we need to thrive.
Who actually reads the Snapchat privacy policy? Do we
know (or care) what we are handing over to these
technological oligarchs? Well, Year 9 have debated the
implications of willingly handing over our most personal
data to corporations to sell, privatise or distribute.
It has been wonderful seeing Year 9 transform their
ideas about the world into insightful persuasive pieces.

Mr Dennison, Mr Little, Miss Manthos

Sub-Editor: J. Little
Print assistant: J. Soane

Year 9 2021: MISA Debating Champions
Following an extended recess due to the Semester 2
lockdown, MISA debating resumed in late Term 4, 2021. The
Year 7 and 8 teams narrowly missed out on qualifying for the
finals; however, Year 9 surged undefeated into the Grand
Final.

In awarding the debate to Oran Park Anglican College, the
adjudicator lauded their inclusion of these specific examples
to strengthen their team case.

Congratulations to Raphaella Agia, Nikhaar Biswal, Valentina
Garcia and Sienna-Rose Kumar for the sustained level of
collaboration demonstrated over successive years. Included
In the penultimate week of the 2021 school term, Year 9
faced Mount Carmel Catholic College debating the topic “That below is a picture of the team’s distinctive ‘mind-mapping’
we should only study texts which reflect contemporary social which has assisted them to effectively organise, structure and
evaluate their arguments.
attitudes”. As the affirmative team, Year 9 espoused the
virtues of texts such as The Happiest Refugee and I am
Malala, emphasising the importance of multicultural authors
for challenging negative stereotypes.

Duke of Edinburgh Spotlight
DOE Spotlight

3.

This week our spotlight is on Iyas
Bhuiyan, a Year 10 student who
began his Bronze Award at the start
of 2021 and is working towards its
completion this year.

Which activity is your favourite and why?
My favourite activity is physical recreation because
I have played this sport multiple times before and I
take lessons every week where I enjoy pushing
myself to learn more tennis skills.

4.

Can you tell me about a highlight from the Bronze
hike last year?
A highlight of the bronze hike would be when we all
sat down on the first day after a full day of hiking.
We all sat down and were cooking our meals and
socialising with one another and sharing moments
from the hike. It helped gain a perspective of
everyone’s experience.

Iyas has been able to create an
Award Plan that contains a variety of
activities he was already undertaking
(tennis – physical rec), something
new (baking – skill) as well as a local
service activity (shelving books at the
library).
Hear about Iyas’ experience of the Bronze Award below:
1.

What inspired you to take up the challenge of the
Bronze DOE?
Initially I was wanted to participate in the duke of
Edinburgh because it pushed me out of my comfort
zone. After our practice hike across the royal
national park, I wanted to explore more of the
outdoors I also thought that it would be a good
opportunity to talk to people I usually don’t talk to.

2.

What activities are you doing for each of your 3
sections? What led you to pick each one?
For physical recreation I am doing Tennis because it
is a sport I really enjoy playing it. For skills I am
doing baking which is not something that I have
much experience doing but I chose it because it
would allow me to explore something new. For
service I am volunteering at the school library
because I thought it would be good to help in the
school.

Careers Column
Launch Your Career Online Events
The Department of Education and TAFE NSW have collaborated
to host a number of “Launch Your Career” events which are
available on demand at https://dartlearning.org.au/provider/
senior-pathways-pathways-and-transitions/. Past events
include learning about the supply chain industry, hospitality,
early childhood education and care, and animation and VFX.
There are 4 more webinars coming up this semester – while
they fall in school hours, they are recorded and available to
access afterwards. If students are especially interested
in one, they can speak to Mrs Chow about registering
for the live event.
•

Launch your Career Cyber Security
15 March 2022
10am – 11am

•

Launch your Career Finance
30 March 2022
10am – 11am

•

Launch your Career – Careers in Care
4 May 2022
10 – 11am

•

Launch your Career Film
2 June 2022
10 – 11am

Apprenticeships and Traineeships

AusAppPathway

Seeking an apprenticeship or traineeship? Australian
This is an app you can download so you can research
Apprenticeships Pathways has developed a fantastic
apprenticeships and traineeships on the go via your
four-step process for students to follow when seeking an smartphone, www.ausapp.com.au/
apprenticeship or traineeship: http://bit.ly/39yUYmQ
This website contains fantastic resources for young
people interested in pursuing a professional trade or
traineeship. Some of the resources include:
•

Job and training descriptions

•

Career interest explorer

•

Job pathway charts

•

Information on apprenticeships and school-based
apprenticeships

•

Literacy and numeracy quizzes for different
industries such as carpentry, plumbing, electrical,
and hairdressing

To explore the website go to: www.aapathways.com.au/
students

Mrs Chow
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MISA Secondary Sport 2022

CSSA Secondary Swimming Carnival

MISA Started off well, but with this rain we have had to
cancel the outdoor sports for Round 3 and then all sports
for Round 4! However, we were able to play the indoor
sports for Round 3 – here are the results!

The CSSA Secondary Swimming Carnival is on this coming
Thursday, 17 March. Parents will have received a permission
note – please return it as soon as possible. An email with the
events that students are in will also be emailed home before
the event.

Round 3 winners were:
7-9 Boys Volleyball (3-0)
7-9 Girls Volleyball (2-1)

7-9 Girls Indoor Cricket (62-2)
Great work on a smooth start to the school year. Please
remember to attend training for your MISA sport – if you
are unable too, please speak to your coach. This is an
excellent skill to learn! MISA training is such an important
part of our Oran Park Anglican College culture and the
longing to develop craftsmanship within their MISA team!

OPAC Dance Group
The Oran Park Anglican College Dance Group, lead by the
incredible dance/PDHPE teacher, Mrs. Grant, meets on Friday
mornings. There are some performances that they are
working towards – one of them being the MISA dance festival
in Term 2.
This is a great start to 2022 Dance at Oran Park Anglican
College!

Well done to the indoor teams!
Praying all MISA will be able to go ahead in Week 7!

Mrs Clisdell
Head of PDHPE Senior
School

