THE LIFE
Term 3 is proving to be very busy with lots of in-school and
off-campus activities and events planned for students (and
parents!). Whilst we continue to take reasonable precautions
to reduce the spread of disease in our community we are
planning events for later this term that will allow parents into
classrooms to experience some of the learning that is
happening.
I want to give a particular shout out to our Parents and Friends
Association who have become the Sausage Sizzle stars this year
and raised funds that have been generously donated to the
College to assist us in building the new quiet playground area.
Their next Sausage Sizzle is on at Bunnings Gregory Hills on 17
September, so please email (pandf@opac.nsw.edu.au) them if
you’d like to be part of the fun and help give back to your
child’s school community.

As the College continues to grow and we exceed 1000
students in 2023 we need to change our structures to ensure
we continue to provide the high-quality care and academic
rigour for all our students. As such I am pleased to announce
some exciting changes to our Executive team.
From 2023 our Executive team will include:
•

Principal
Naomi Wilkins

•

Deputy Principal – Head of Senior School
Steve Owen
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•

Deputy Principal – Head of Junior School
Jenny Squire

•

Director of Academic Operations
Hugh Renshaw

•

Deputy Head of Senior School – Teaching and Learning
Phil Gallagher

•

Deputy Head of Senior School – Wellbeing
Alison Menzies

•

Deputy Head of Junior School – Teaching and Learning
Claire Cavanagh

•

Deputy Head of Junior School – Wellbeing
Luke Przydacz

•

Head of Diverse Learning
Melinda Wealands (formerly Humphreys)

The aim of this leadership team is to drive our strategic
intentions to be Growing in Christ, Growing as Learners and
Growing our Community. As you read through the
newsletter you will see examples of our progress and I am
always appreciative of the hardworking, enthusiastic staff we
have who daily seek to make a difference in the lives of our
students by teaching and supporting them to
understand how to be powerful learners and their value and
place in this world as children of God.
There are so many enriching learning experiences planned
for students this term and I encourage you to keep reading
our newsletter which gives a rich account of what has been
happening in ‘the Life’ of our College in recent weeks.
“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have.” 1 Peter 3:15
Mrs Naomi Wilkins
Principal

College News
College Office

The College office hours during term time are 8am to 4pm
Monday—Friday, should you need to contact us please call
our office on 02 4604 0000.
You can also use the following email address:
•

General enquiries—admin@opac.nsw.edu.au

•

Absence notifications—absences@opac.nsw.edu.au

•

Covid notifications—covid@opac.nsw.edu.au

•

Student/Events enquiries—
studentservices@opac.nsw.edu.au

Book Week - Save the date!

Our Book Week Parade will be
held during Week 7 of this term
on Thursday 1 September 2022
at 12pm for Prep to Year 6 and
we look forward to Parents
being able to attend.
The theme for 2022 is "Dreaming with eyes open"
Students are invited to come dressed up as their favourite
book character OR dreaming about what they want to be
when they are older.
Keep on the lookout for further details, which will be sent
out to parents soon.

College Photograph Days
Our College Photograph Day will be held during Weeks 5
and 6, the expected schedule is as follows:
•

Sibling photos will be before school from 7:45am on
any of the days listed below.

•

Friday 19 August - All Senior school photos.

•

Thursday 25 August - Smaller ensemble group photos
and Prep Blue.

•

Friday 26 August - Junior school photos and Prep
Red.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Week 5A

Week 5A

Thursday 18 August

Tuesday 16 August





Gymnastics

Brave Parenting Webinar

Friday 19 August

Thursday 18 August





College Photographs - Day 1

CSSA State Athletics Carnival

Friday 19 August
Week 6B



College Photographs - Day 1

Thursday 25 August


Week 6B

College Photographs - Day 2

Friday 26 August

Wednesday 24 August





College Photographs - Day 3

South Met Zone U15's Basketball Gala Day

Thursday 25 August


College Photographs - Day 2



South Met Zone Open's Basketball Gala Day



40 Hour Famine Fundraising Event

Friday 26 August


College Photographs - Day 3



Year 10 Science Excursion



Year 12 Biology Excursion

JUNIOR SCHOOL
As I have been in Primary classrooms this week, I have been
interested to see how different students approach their
learning activities. Some are hesitant to try. Some start well,
but give up when things are challenging. Others persevere to
the end, asking for help along the way as they need it. In
every classroom, each student is progressing along their own
learning journey. As teachers, we strive to provide the right
mix of challenge and support to grow them as learners.
When we are in the early stages of learning, we are simply
learning more. As we can draw on our existing skills and
abilities, we only need to focus on what we are learning. We
are in our comfort zone. We could describe this learning as
‘easy things we haven’t done yet’.
Learning becomes more difficult when our existing skills are
no longer sufficient. We feel unsure, stretched and out of our
depth. We are out of our comfort zone. What we are learning
is no longer simple anymore and no longer easy. It is difficult.
This is our learning zone. This is where we are stretched to
grow in our learning. Over time, as we repeat this process of
stretching and growing, we continue to increase our skills and
become better learners.

In our classrooms we are aiming to help all children grow as
learners, as well as grow in skill. This means that there will be
times when we challenge them to stretch out of their comfort
zone, encouraging and supporting them as they do this.
The challenge with working in our learning zone is that this is
where we make mistakes. Mistakes are a natural and critical
part of the learning process. The type of mistakes we want
our learners to understand and become comfortable with are
stretch mistakes. These result from deliberately going beyond
our current limits and venturing into our learning zone.
Stretch mistakes are made when there is a gap between our
current skills and the skills needed to successfully complete
the new task. We need to teach students that a “mistake” is
simply a learning opportunity, a gap between where they are
now and where they want to be. When you see your children
making these kinds of mistakes, please help them to fill in the
gap in their knowledge, and gently encourage them to
persevere in their learning. This is what we are doing in the
classroom as well. Together, we can do a great deal to help
each child grow and develop as learners.
Mrs Jenny Squire
Deputy Principal Head of Junior School

H E A LT H & W E L L B E I N G
Stage 3 Camp
On Thursday and Friday 28 and 29 July, Stage 3
embarked on their annual camp to Wedderburn
Christian Campsite. All students were excited and
looking forward to the activities, challenges and
fun that were awaiting them.
Throughout the camp, students were given
opportunities to demonstrate our College values
of courage, collaboration, compassion, curiosity
and craftsmanship. The activities stretched and
challenged our students and many of them
stepped outside their comfort zones and
experienced great success and support from their
peers. The activities our students experienced
included the flying fox, giant swing, abseiling,
archery, BMX riding, initiative games, tree climb,
high ropes climbing challenge and the glider
possum.
We all had an awesome time and enjoyed the
opportunity to build and strengthen friendships.

JUNIOR SCHOOL

Bounce Back Overview

Junior School Chapel

Our Year 5 students have the opportunity to lead our
Bounce Back lessons for Kindergarten to Year 4. They
have been broken into small leadership groups and
work with a set group from each class to present our
topic each week.

In Chapel this term we
are looking at some of
the compassion
statements of Jesus
found in Matthew 25.

For their first session, they presented the importance
of being kind and treating others the way they want to
be treated. This week, we looked at controlling our
emotions. It is natural for us to feel worried, anxious
and angry at different things but how we control our
emotions and react is really important. We listened to
the story ‘Hey Warrior’ by Karen Young and practiced
some skills like breathing exercises to help us control
our emotions.

For Week 3 chapel we looked at the statement “When
I was hungry, you gave me something to eat”. Through
your compassionate support we have been able to
donate a very generous amount of food to Turning
Point Camden which will bless and benefit many
families in our local community.
Thank you for your generosity.

Our Year 5 leaders are doing an amazing job and the
feedback from the class teachers supervising them has
been extremely positive.

Mr Przydacz
Wellbeing Coordinator Junior School

Year 1
What?! Term 3 Week 4 already? It has been a busy start to
the term and we are so proud of what the students have
achieved so far. They are taking more learning risks as they
develop a greater understanding of who they are as people
and lifelong learners.

We had our first session of Peer support last Friday and
Year 1 were guided through the Bounce Back ‘Kindness’
program by our courageous Year 5 students. The students
explored what it means to be kind to others and had a
chance to actively fill up people’s buckets with kind words.

In Geography, Year 1 have been
enjoying; predicting the weather
outdoors using their 5 senses and
navigating the internet to
investigate the weather in other
parts of the world.

Each class has been working
diligently on building their
literacy through the study of
persuasive texts and building
upon their numeracy skills from
semester 1, to solve problems
with greater flexibility and fluency.

During Science lessons, Year 1
explored the patterns of the
Sun and Moon. They imagined
their own constellations using
toothpicks and mini marshmallows and finally got to eat
their handywork as part of our “Light then Bite” project.

In Visual Arts lessons students
have been carefully creating and
designing objects without lifting
their pen off the paper as part of
our ‘Continuous line’ artworks
series.
Well, that concludes the Term 3 overview and update. On
behalf of the Year 1 team we would like to thank all the
parents and carers for their involvement and support in
their children's learning.
Mrs Trotman, Mrs Hills, Miss Taylor and Mr Erskine

Year 5
It has been a busy start to Term 3 for Year 5 with a variety
of representative sporting events, the beginning of our
Peer Support Program and our long-awaited camp.
In Week 2, our students visited the Wedderburn Christian
Campsite we participated in a number of activities which
challenged us both mentally and physically. The students
had a fantastic time enjoying the outdoors and working
together to achieve their goals. All the Year 5 teachers
were so proud of how they conducted themselves and
supported each other across the two days.

In Week 3, Year 5 commenced the Peer Support Leadership
Program which allows students to take responsibility for
facilitating our Bounce Back program with a small group of
students. This serves as a great opportunity to develop
their leadership skills and confidence as we grow closer to
becoming the leaders of the Junior School. We are excited
to continue to see Year 5 flourish across the term as they
prepare for their own potential leadership opportunities
next year and undertake an exciting group task in STEM to
design and build their own Rube Goldberg machines which
will be showcased in our Spring Picnic in week 10.
Mr Mitas, Miss Makko and Ms McGarry

Learning Support
As a College we strive to teach our students in a way that
enables them to become effective lifelong learners.

As a College staff, we are no different! Recently all staff have
engaged in some professional learning around meeting the
needs of a range of diverse learners. We pondered the idea of
the average student and considered if such a student even exists.
Our students are all individuals who bring their individuality to
their learning, making our classrooms a wonderful tapestry of
diversity. We considered the practice of Universal Design for
Learning (UDL) and pondered ways to provide a range of learning
experiences to a diverse group of students.
Some staff chose to complete an online short course in UDL over
the month of July to further their thinking and learning about
this idea. We were encouraged to consider how to design our
teaching and learning to provide equitable opportunities to a
variety of learners to reach high standards for all. This was an
exciting time of considering opportunities not just for equality
and equity but for expert learning.

Melinda Wealands
Learning Support Coordinator

Coral Festival 2022
Oran Park Anglican College’s three choirs had been preparing
for the annual ASC Choral Festival which took place on
Wednesday 3 August. The Year 3/4 Choir, the Year 5/6 Choir
and the Senior Choir performed in front of nine other schools
from the Anglican Schools Corporation and guest choral
specialist, Lucy McAlary.
It was the first Choral Festival in two years and the students
from all the schools were very keen to get back into the
swing of things. For many of our students, it was their very
first public performance ever let alone first Choral Festival.

Year 3/4 Choir performed Hushabye Mountain from the
beloved children’s film Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. Year 5/6
Choir performed How Far I’ll Go from the animated film
Moana. Senior Choir performed Harry Style’s hit song Treat
People with Kindness.

We’re very proud of our students for demonstrating
courage, one of our core values, as they sang in front of a
large audience. We’re already putting our heads together
for next year’s repertoire.
Thank you to Miss Hannah McGarry for accompanying the
choirs on piano, Mrs Desanka Banjas and Mr Rohan Miller
for supervising the excursion, and Miss Bethany Maranthou
for leading the Year 5/6 Choir.
We also acknowledge the extraordinary effort of the Music
faculty, led by Mr Nick Lane, at Penrith Anglican College in
hosting the Festival.
Students are warmly encouraged to join one of the choirs
which meet weekly at Oran Park Anglican College. Details
may be found on the College’s website.
Tim Chavura

SPORT

JUNIOR SCHOOL

IPSSO

CSSA Zone Athletics Carnival

In Week 3, we played against St Peter’s Anglican Grammar
School. All of the students showed excellent sportsmanship
during their games! There were several impressive results
too:

On Monday 1 August, 49 of our best athletes competed at
the CSSA Zone Athletics Carnival. Every student showed
outstanding sportsmanship and waited patiently for each
event. Several teachers from other schools commented to
me about the excellent behaviour of our students in the
grandstands and around the track and field.

•

Senior Netball won, 22-3

•

Junior Netball won, 10-3

•

Senior AFL won, 64-13

•

Junior Soccer won, 2-0

Well done to the following students and teams who have
qualified for the CSSA State Athletics Carnival in Week 7:
•

Kimberly Idehen (Year 3)

•

Corey Kirby (Year 4)

•

Isaac Woods (Year 4)

•

Ruby Tindall (Year 5)

•

Minnie-Mae Grose (Year 5)

•

Aleksa Stojanovic (Year 5)

•

Joel Ranga (Year 5)

Students in K-6 have enjoyed their gymnastics sessions this
term. Gymnastics provides excellent find motor skill
development, in a fun and engaging way!

•

Cooper Grose (Year 6)

•

Violet Finn (Year 6)

•

Lila Dunphy (Year 6)

Week 5 will be our last week for gymnastics on Thursdays.

•

Andrew Vastag (Year 6)

3-6 College Sport

•

Junior Girls relay team: Eden Leonello (Year 4),
Emily Putland (Year 4), Ruby Tindall (Year 5),
Kimberly Idehen (Year 3)

•

Junior Boys relay team: Owen Luong (Year 4),
Daniel Clisdell (Year 4), Corey Kirby (Year 4), Joel
Ranga (Year 5)

In Week 4, we played against St Gregory’s College. Once
again, our students displayed great sportsmanship! There
were some excellent games, including:
•

Senior Netball won, 14-11

•

Senior Soccer won, 3-0

Gymnastics

In Weeks 3 and 4, we were able to get outside and enjoy
the College Sport program for Term 3.
Years 3 and 4 enjoyed learning netball skills with their
teachers and a professional coach!
Years 5 and 6 enjoyed learning softball skills with their
teachers and external coach.

CSSA State Netball Gala Day

Upcoming Events

On Thursday 4 August, Miss Lee took the senior netball
team to the CSSA State Netball Gala Day.

Week 5
Wednesday (17/8):

This is a very competitive tournament between the best
teams in the state! They played with outstanding
sportsmanship and had three excellent wins!
Although they missed out on the finals, they should be
proud of their efforts!

•

IPSSO training at 7.45 am. All students in an IPSSO
team are expected to be at training, as it is an
essential part of each team’s development. Please let
your child’s IPSSO coach know if they will be unable
to attend training.

•

IPSSO game vs. Broughton Anglican College. The
junior game begins at 12 pm; the senior game begins
at 1 pm.

Thursday (18/8):
•

Gymnastics program K-6: Students to wear sports
uniform on this day.

Week 6
Wednesday (24/8):
•

IPSSO training at 7.45 am.

•

IPSSO games vs. Wollondilly Anglican College. The
junior game begins at 12 pm; the senior game begins
at 1 pm.

Mr Barber
Junior School Sports Coordinator

SENIOR SCHOOL

E-Block is a superb new building, offering expansive
classrooms, and state of the art furnishing and machinery.
The coloured glass panelling matches our other buildings and
marries with the architecture of New Life Church, viewable
from the campus.
Our students have
embraced the new
learning spaces. The
Science rooms boast both
benches and desk space,
with plenty of space to
conduct experiments
safely. There are desks with adjustable heights for wheelchair
access and infra-red listening devices for students with
hearing impairment.

Our Wood Technology areas have
the usual gadgetry but also a
‘clean-room’ with 3D printing capabilities and laser cutting equipment.
A couple of our Year 11 students
Jessie and Dylan pretended to be
working the 3D printer so I could
take an action shot.
However, I understand that some of our Year 12 students
have used the machinery for their major HSC work. We look
forward to showcasing the culmination of their labour at our
upcoming HSC Showcase in a few weeks.

Our Year 12 cohort have a marvellous new retreat which
offers a more grown-up space to study, rest and socialise.
There are a number of meeting rooms for collaborative
study plus individual study nooks to make headway on
learning and assessment tasks. The kitchenette has a
refrigerator and microwave so that they may enjoy hot
lunches. It is a rite of passage for students as they migrate
from the playground to
the Year 12 retreat,
marking a change in the
way they are perceived
within the college, as
maturing young men
and women.
On another note entirely, SchoolTV has some outstanding
articles particularly on parenting. Parenting in this day and
age is so different to that of our parent’s generation, with
technology and social media intruding 24/7 on the lives of
our children. An article that recently resonated with me as a
parent of two teenage boys was ‘Why Parents Should Feel
Good About Saying “No” to Their Children’. It is well worth
reading when you have 5 minutes to spare.
“Discipline your children, and they will give you peace of
mind and will make your heart glad.” Proverbs 29:17
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is
old, he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6
God bless,
Steve Owen
Deputy Principal Head of Senior School

H E A LT H & W E L L B E I N G

Call in the hounds!
To alleviate and bring into perspective the mixed emotions
that are felt as HSC Trials commence, Oran Park Anglican
College knows just what to do.
In the life of a 2022 HSC participant, the beginning of the HSC
Trial Examinations can be a challenging time. Oran Park
Anglican College prides itself on understanding the variety of
needs that Year 12 students experience during this
high-pressure period.
Molly and Reuben, members of the Cornerstone Companions
team, were called in to provide such relief, be it as simple as
being present, a chance for a snuggle or a reassuring “you’ve
got this, and to make certain you know, I’m right here with
you!” as the canines position themselves at the students’ feet.
The students received this assistance well, and by all accounts,
being able to see, pat or have the canine close by calmed those
with pre-examination jitters.
All the best Year 12 as you reach the final straight!

SENIOR SCHOOL

A Handful of HSIE
History Tour- Melbourne

Old Melbourne Gaol:
Old Melbourne Gaol provided us with
a range of learning opportunities. The
immersive prisoner experience in the
Watch House was a particular
highlight.

Select students in Year 10 History and Year 11 Modern
History embarked on a 2-day History Tour to Melbourne!
We had a fantastic time exploring the rich historical sites of
Melbourne and the diverse local culture. The tour gave us
the opportunity to extend and apply historical ideas and
concepts in a real-world setting and consolidate our
understanding of course content. All the locations we
visited held inherently historical value. Throughout the tour
we implemented a range of habits of powerful learners in
ways we have never used them before. We were constantly
challenged to transfer prior learning to new situations,
think interdependently and remain open to continuous
learning.

Aside from growing as learners, we also grew as individuals.
We learnt how to become more self-reliant, how to work
effectively in teams and how to listen with empathy.
Throughout the trip there were individuals who showed a
large amount of compassion and were empathetic towards
the needs of others in the wider community and who felt
compelled to actively assist.
We are so proud of the way each of our peers immersed
themselves in each educational experience and we would
like to thank our teachers Mrs Mertzanakis and Mrs Chow
for giving us such an incredible opportunity to not only
enrich our historical knowledge, but strengthen our
relationships with both teachers and peers.
Following we have listed a brief description of each activity
on the tour.
Sabrina Gaibisso and Nikhaar Biswal

Upon entry of the watch house we
were treated as new prisoners and went through a mock
search where the warden checked for drugs and other
possessions, from there we were taken to our cells where
we attained a better understanding of the living conditions
that prisoners were susceptible to.
To conclude our time at this location we embarked on a
guided tour of Old Melbourne Gaol and saw where 133
people were hung over a 79 year period, including Ned
Kelly!

Cooks Cottage:
Cooks’ Cottage is the home of Captain James Cook’s parents
who lived in Yorkshire, England. Whilst the house was
originally built in 1755, it was transported and reassembled
in Fitzroy Gardens in 1934.
Our tour involved a walk-through of the cottage and an
understanding of the daily life of people before the
influence of modern technology.

Melbourne Museum:

The National Gallery of Victoria:

At Melbourne Museum we viewed the “Open Horizons:
Ancient Greek Journeys”
exhibition which tells the story
of this incredible civilization
through the times. We
thoroughly enjoyed viewing the
artefacts and were in awe of
what was produced in a period
without the technology we have
today. We look forward to
learning more about Ancient
Greece in our Extreme and
Ancient History classes.

The National Gallery of Victoria is the oldest and most visited
gallery in Australia. We visited a range of exhibitions from
Greece, Egypt and Japan and used artefacts to draw conclusions about social structures in these ancient civilisations.
The exhibitions were incredible and our seminar on Japan in
the Edo period was particularly fascinating.

Year 11 Modern History
The Decline and Fall of the Romanovs
Students are currently studying the final years of the
Romanov dynasty under Tsar Nicholas II. An important
concept for students to understand in this unit is Marxism in
order to grasp the power of the ideology that captured
many Russians in this time. To begin, students engaged in a
small simulation activity involving the simple game of
scissors-paper-rock and a paperclip currency, with two
rounds governed by different rules that reflected Marx’s
view of a capitalist and communist.
Students had to manage impulsivity by thinking carefully
about who they challenged in the different rounds, and also
found some humour in the process as some found
themselves amassing a large group of wealth and workers
and others unwillingly became workers for their new boss.

Following the game, students debriefed their experiences of
the two rounds; and then reviewed Marxist definitions of
capitalism and communism, as well as the Marxist view of all
of history as a class struggle and the belief in revolutions for
the proletariat (working class) to overthrow the bourgeoisie
(wealthy capitalists). This provides a good foundation for our
first HSC topic, the national study of Russia and the Soviet
Union.

Year 10 Geography

Commerce

Students have been exploring the determinants of human
well-being and how it differs across the world. They explored
competing wellbeing indexes and discussed the validity of
the happiness metric with a particular focus on Bhutan.

In an effort to do their part in reducing the inequality
between various groups of people in Australia, students
donated food items and assembled 235 snack packs that
were distributed to the homeless by a non-profit
organisation - Street Buffet.
We would like to commend all
Year 10 students for serving with
humility and demonstrating
compassion.

Iyas Bhuiyan was one of 60 students who spent a week in
the July holidays making change as part of the YNSW Youth
Parliament. After studying law, society and political
involvement, Iyas took a keen interest in the parliamentary
process which led him to YNSW's flagship Youth Parliament
program. The program has been operating for 20 years,
providing high school-age students with the opportunity to
engage with civic leadership, policy development and
democratic parliamentary debate.
Iyas formed part of the Transport and Infrastructure
committee and worked hard with his team to create plans
and recommendations for NSW Parliament which were
developed, debated and passed.

The recommendations will be included in a report which will
be brought to Parliament House on September 26. The
Committee’s suggestions included:

Year 9 Geography
Year 9 Geography have been exploring the varied functions
the environment plays, ranging from spiritual to service and
humanity’s dependence upon it.
Students undertook a research task on the Ganges River and
it’s centrality within Indian life and culture.

•

Introducing electric vehicles as part of public
transport in NSW

•

Increasing public transport reach and frequency in
regional NSW

•

High speed rail connecting hubs in regional NSW

•

The expansion of the Opal System into regional NSW

We would like to congratulate Iyas on seeking an external
opportunity and giving up part of his school holidays to
further develop his ability to think flexibly and
interdependently.

Science Matters
Year 8 Creates Comic Strips to demonstrate
Energy Transformations
Term 3 Big Idea:
“Energy efficiency may be improved through an
understanding of energy transfers and
transformations”
Students in Year 8 are learning about the different forms of
energy and the way energy may transfer and transform.
Students communicated clearly and precisely using pictures
and text by creating a comic strip.

We hope you enjoyed the creativity of our science
students!
Nicole Thorson

The Phenomena that is PDHPE

Year 9 PDHPE
On Friday 5 August we were honoured to welcome former
Olympian and Commonwealth Gold Medallists Alex Croak to
our College. She spoke with Year 9 as a part of the Olympics
Unleashed program. Alex is the first Australian to win a gold
medal at the Commonwealth Games in 2 different sports
(Gymnastics and Diving). She elaborated on her transition to
diving when she was 18, proving that our students can
decide what they want to achieve later on in life and if they
show determination and set their goals out clearly, they can
achieve anything!
Alex shared her life story from starting to aim for the
Olympics when she was 4 and moving to the AIS in Canberra
as a 10-year-old!

She spoke of the sacrifices she made to achieve her goals,
the challenges she faced through injury and what the
feeling is like when you accomplish the goal you have set
for yourself. The vision she showed the students of her
journey was inspiring, displaying the countless hours of
training and hard work which resulted in Gold, Silver and
Bronze medals across world championships and
Commonwealth games, which she so graciously brought
for the students to pass around and have a close look at.
Year 9 were in awe of her accomplishments and there
were plenty of curious questions during the Q&A with
Alex which showed great participating from our students.

The English Mail
Chief Editor: W. Shakespeare

Date: Week 4, Term 3, 2022

Poetry, Prose & Personal Perspectives
Investigative reporter: M. Manthos
Photographer: J. Foster
This term, Year 11 have been immersed in the study
of a substantial literary text. Module B equips
students with the skills needed for close and critical
analysis of texts. Students evaluate how composer’s
create tone and meaning through structural
devices, language techniques and syntax.

English Standard have examined Melina Marchetta’s
bildungsroman, Looking for Alibrandi. Students have
considered the impact of societal attitudes towards
migration prevalent in the 1990s. They have
discovered how family and culture converge to
impact the development of the protagonist,
Josephine Alibrandi.
English Advanced have delved into W.H. Auden’s
suite of poetry. This has included critical analysis of
evocative compositions such as Funeral Blues, In
Memory of W.B. Yeats and Spain. Auden’s
modernist perspective has expanded students’
appreciation of concepts such as grief and memory.
Core to both courses is students developing an
informed personal response to their texts. Students
have been working collaboratively and reading
critically to deepen their perspectives.

Sub-Editor: J. Little
Print assistant: J. Soane

OPAC

Mr Little

Ben Park
URGENT – ENGLISH INTERVIEW READ IMMEDIATELY

What have you found
interesting about Looking
for Alibrandi?

The cultural challenges that Josephine
faces and the differences between
schooling and culture now.

What’s a piece of advice
for English?

Start early when memorising quotes.
The sooner you start, the easier it
will be because you’ve been
practising the skill of memorising.

When not at school, I am…

Probably care-free, fun-loving,
playing games doing sport.

Last film/book watched…
Include a recommendation
and star rating /5.

Thor: Love and Thunder.
5* It was really entertaining and
light-hearted but still made me care
about the characters.

Duke of Edinburgh Spotlight
DOE Spotlight
Students in Year 9 embark on their school camp in Week 9
this term. Our camping program is integrated with the Duke
of Edinburgh’s International Award Program, and students
can use the camp towards fulfilling the Practice
Adventurous Journey component of their Bronze Award.
Students have been reminded to ensure they have
completed their registration and participate in the DOE
stream of camp in order to be invited to the qualifying
Adventurous Journey the College will be hosting for DOE
participants only in Term 4.
This week our spotlight is on Joshua Davison of
Year 9 who has embraced the challenge of
DOE this year and is actively logging hours
towards his Bronze Award. He has devised
an Award plan suited to his interests, as well
as maximising activities that he was already
participating in outside of the College. Well
done Joshua!
1.

What inspired you to take up the challenge of the
Bronze DOE?
I’ve always wanted to do DOE ever since my dad
introduced me to it. I thought it a fun way to get fit,
serve the community and improve myself while also
introducing myself to others. (And I was right).

2.

What activity are you doing for Phys rec and what is
your goal?
I am doing my Football Training and Games; I want to
win the season including the premiership (which I
have accomplished) while getting fit and developing
bonds of friendship in the process.

3.

What activity are you doing for skill and what do
you enjoy the most about it?
I'm doing cooking, it’s a popular one and my parents
and family really love it. I think in the future I will
need to be able to cook whether it is for myself,
others or my family. I really love eating the food
after.

4.

What activity are you doing for service and what
made you choose that?
I am serving at my church with packing up, serving
and washing up. I chose this because I think that it is
important to serve the church even if it is in the
smallest way.

5.

What are you most looking forward to about the
hikes?
I'm mostly looking forward to the physical part as
well as hiking with my friends. I will also enjoy the
scenery while I'm walking, and then coming home
and resting.

University Open Days – for the calendar
There are a number of university open days coming up
over the next month and as the trials have been
completed, students are encouraged to visit a campus to
get a better understanding of what university life looks like
and ask any questions they may still have.
•

Macquarie University – Saturday 13 August https://
www.mq.edu.au/study/high-school-students/events

Early Entry Deadlines

•

Western Sydney University (WSU) – Sunday 14 August https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/openday

•

University of Technology Sydney (UTS) – Saturday 27
August https://www.uts.edu.au/study/open-day

•

University of Sydney (USyd) - Saturday 27 August
https://openday.sydney.edu.au/

•

University of New South Wales (UNSW) - Saturday 3
September https://www.unsw.edu.au/openday

At the same time as the Year 12 trial exams, there is a lot of
action happening on the university front. In the first week of
term, a representative from the University of Wollongong
spoke to Year 12 about the Early Admission Program and
gave some tips for the application process. As a school in
the Macarthur region, all students from the College who
apply for Early Admission will automatically be assessed for
the Macarthur Principal’s Recommendation Scholarship
which rewards students who have demonstrated excellence
in academia, collaboration, community, passion and
persistence.
Students in Year 12 have had opportunities to ensure they
put their best foot forward in early entry applications and
have been reminded of upcoming deadlines for major
universities:
•

UOW Early Admission – 12 August 5pm

•

WSU True Reward – 14 August 11:59pm (Round 1)

•

Macquarie Leaders and Achievers – 31 August (Round
3 – final round)

•

UTS Early Entry – 11 September

•

Schools Recommendation Scheme (through UAC) – 19
September

Mrs Chow
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MISA Term 3 – A new Era

MISA has started well with wins in
both Round 2 and Round 3. Thank you
to some of our Year 12’s who came
back through their trials to play MISA
sport. This is excellent commitment to
the College and we are very thankful
for your commitment to your team
and your College. You will do great
things!

MISA Rugby League U15’s
We have also entered our first MISA Rugby League U15’s
team. Mr. McMinn and Mr. Bullock are the coaches of this
team.
Here is Mr. McMinn’s report from the trial session:
Oran Park Anglican College broke new ground on Tuesday
by fielding its first ever Rugby League team, with an U15’s
side taking the field in the MISA competition. This team is a
student driven team. The boys came together across Years
7-10, sourced team members, sourced a coach, and put
forward a proposal to Mrs. Clisdell. They trialled one week,
and after a far too common missed week due to rain, the
team took the field in two trial games that were both
greatly time reduced.
Despite losing both short games with very close scores, the
young men of OPAC can be very proud of their efforts.
Longer games each week will be advantageous for the
team. Since this team was not originally planned, the
College is yet to purchase a playing gear kit for Rugby
League, so we are grateful for the temporary use of
football jerseys from The Oaks Tigers JRLFC.

Dates for the Diary:
•

CSSA State Athletics – Thursday 18 August

•

CSSA U15’s Basketball Gala Day – 24 August

•

CSSA Open’s Basketball Gala Day – 25 August

Sport at Oran Park Anglican College continues to grow and
prosper and it is outstanding to see our students showing
the courage to pursue their passions in this sporting
arena.
Mrs Clisdell
Head of PDHPE Senior School

