THE LIFE
One of the privileges of
being a teacher, is to
witness the joy of
Graduation Day. It is
the culmination of 13
years of schooling, and
an honouring of the 37
young men and women
who have demonstrated commitment and sacrifice. The 2022
celebration included an assembly of awards, performances and
speeches that started with a tunnel formed by Junior School
and ended with standing applause, the College band’s
triumphant music and exploding glitter cannons. This was
followed that evening with the Valedictory Dinner at Ottimo
House where students celebrated further with parents, carers
and staff.
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It was also a privilege to visit the
Year 5 and 6 Classrooms, as
students showcased their
projects for parents and staff. I
saw various impressive pieces of
work. Students experimented
with pipes, dominos, and other
materials to establish a chain of
events leading to the popping of a balloon or ringing of a bell. I
saw the scientific method of trying, failing and adjusting to
finally achieve their goal.
As we reach the holidays, it is a good time to review the
summer uniforms. Many of our students have had growth
spurts over the last couple of terms and are unlikely to fit
appropriately into them. Tight fitting shorts and short dresses
and skirts will make it uncomfortable for students to sit and
learn.
I hope you and your family manage a break over the next
couple of weeks and we look forward to seeing the students
refreshed and ready to learn again in Term 4.

Blessings,
Steve Owen
Acting Principal

It was a week of fun and celebration for these graduates. They
entertained the Senior School with an ‘Informal Assembly’, with
frivolity and hijinks. Earlier in the week, the ‘Anything but a Bag
Day’ saw students bring their gear in an array of containers
including a golf bag, pram, esky, bird cage and wheelbarrow.

College News
College Holiday Hours

Pedestrian safety and road safety for kids

The College Office will be open at the following times over
the school holidays:

We have had a number of
reports of young children
running out into the road
during drop off and pick up
times.

•

Monday 26 September 2022 - Friday 30 September
2022 - 8am - 3pm

•

Monday 10 October 2022 - (reduced hours due to
staff training)

The College Office will be closed at the following times:
•

Monday 3 October 2022 - Friday 7 October 2022

The College Office will be back to normal operating hours
(8am - 4pm) from Tuesday 11 October 2022.

Until the age of 11-12 years, children need active adult
supervision to help them safely navigate driveways, cars,
roads and car parks. Even children who seem to know all the
road safety rules won’t necessarily remember to follow them.

Always holding your child’s hand when around cars is a great
first step. You can also teach your child about road safety,
including how to be safe around parked cars and on
footpaths and driveways.
Your child will learn about pedestrian safety by watching you,
so use safe behaviour around cars, roads, footpaths and car
parks.
For example, always stop, look, listen and think before
crossing a road, and use pedestrian crossings wherever
possible. Always cross at the safest point, even if you have to
walk further out of your way. If you’re crossing at the lights,
wait for the green signal. Put away phones and other devices
when you’re walking around roads and cars.
A top tip for helping children learn about pedestrian safety
and road safety is to describe what you’re doing each time,
so your child can understand why it’s important.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Week 1A

Week 1A

Tuesday 11 October

Tuesday 11 October





Term 4 Commences

Term 4 Commences

Wednesday 12 October

Week 2B



Introduction to Service Electives

Thursday 20 October



Week 2B

Year 1 Swimming Program
Wednesday 18 October


MISA Debating

Thursday 20 October


DOE Bronze and Silver Hike until Friday

JUNIOR SCHOOL
As we come to the end of a busy term, I have been reflecting
on the highlights of the past few weeks. For me, it has been
so wonderful to see the College filled with families again.
Every grade has been visited by parents to see a showcase of
learning. We have had celebrated Book Week with a parade,
bookfair and picnic. We have been visited by residents of the
Anglicare Retirement Village and have had numerous
Chapels.
Last Friday we had our Principal’s Award Assembly, and Mr
Owen (Acting Principal while Mrs Wilkins is on leave) spoke
about his favourite character from the movie Finding Nemo
(Marlin). Mr Owen shared with us how each of the College’s
five values can be found in the storyline of the movie.
Perhaps you could ask your children if they can remember
where Mr Owen said courage, curiosity, craftsmanship,
collaboration and compassion are to be found in the movie.

This week I have also visited the Year 5 and Year 6 classrooms
a number of times to see the progress of their Rube Goldberg
Machines. Students have been collaborating in small groups
to design and build these working machines. They have
documented their learning process, and many of them spoke
to me about how they needed to keep making adjustments
and think creatively to come up with a solution when their
design didn’t work as they initially wanted. They were so
proud and excited to show parents, teachers and each other
during the classroom visit time. Such a great learning
opportunity!
With the return of all these events, it feels like we are
re-igniting some of the joy and sense of community that was
absent during the disruptions of COVID.

It has been a busy term, and I have noticed that the students
seem ready for a break, ready to relax have a rest. I have
heard about many exciting holidays that have been planned
for the next two weeks and look forward to hearing about all
the fun that was had, when we return in Term 4.

Mrs Jenny Squire
Deputy Principal Head of Junior School

Kindergarten
This term, Kindergarten have had a great time participating
in various school opportunities as well as classroom
activities.
We celebrated 100 Days of Kindergarten and Book Week
earlier this term which were both wonderful opportunities
to dress up and have fun. More recently, we had the chance
to invite parents into the classroom to show them our
learning. We hope the parents had a great time seeing our
classrooms and doing a quick activity while you visited!

Across Junior School, we had the opportunity to write a
letter to a resident at Anglicare Retirement Village and were
able to meet them after our last Chapel. We loved getting to
hear about their lives and have them be a part of our class
for a brief time.
Amongst the busyness of this term, we have been learning
lots of new things and practising some skills we’ve learnt
earlier in the year. We’re looking forward to a well-deserved
break over the holidays so we can rest and get excited for
our last term of Kindergarten!

Year 4
The Year 4 team are very thankful for all the learning and
sharing opportunities we have had this term. It has been
amazing to have parents in our classrooms again after such a
long time. It was also heart-warming to see so many dads
attending our Father’s Day chapel where we got an interesting
insight into how carefully some children feed their parents!
This term we have had opportunities to learn about the earth
and its environments. We read the novel Nim’s Island by
Wendy Orr to help us in our thinking about these things. It is a
story about a young girl who lives on a small island in the
middle of the ocean with her father. We followed her
adventures as she tries to survive alone when her father is lost
at sea. In response to the story we have been researching
some of the landforms and animals found on the island as well
as considering the importance of our oceans and natural
environment. We are also looking forward to watching the
movie to finish our study.
In Geography we have investigated our own environments
here in Australia, including some of our well-known natural
features and the plants and animals that inhabit our country.
We have also learnt about the same facets of China and Brazil.
We have particularly enjoyed learning about the green
anaconda through song. Ask them to sing it to you, you’ll love
it!
Science has included a study of the earth’s layers and how its
surface changes over time. Students have shown great
curiosity in discussing their learning and have applied their
thinking during Science to things they have learnt about in
Geography.
The most exciting part of our term has been using the
Spheros. We were incredibly thankful for the opportunity to
have you visit our classrooms recently so that we could show
you all that we have learnt about coding. Year 4 have
demonstrated great resilience in creating codes and making
adjustments when things don’t work as expected. These
lessons were always loud and busy in the best possible way.
At the beginning of this term, students made the most of the
opportunities offered during our gymnastics sessions. They
worked hard to build their skills and their muscles each week!
The rest of the term has been spent consolidating previously
learnt skills like dodging, vertical jump and striking a ball. Peer
Support has also been a good opportunity for us to continue
building our resilience and learn ways that we can do this. Our
Year 5 peer support leaders have been great examples for our
Year 4 students who will be stepping into this role next year.

Throughout this term, our focus in chapel has been on
compassion. Students demonstrated their love for others
through their donations and kindness in reaching out to
residents in the retirement community across the road. We
wrote class letters to a chosen resident and received letters
back. It has been a wonderful opportunity to get to know our
neighbours. Although our walkathon was postponed, our
efforts to raise funds for those who need access to clean
water is still appreciated. Thankfully, the students were able
to enjoy some water based games in celebration of our Walk
for Water day which were still able to go ahead despite the
rain.
Mrs Smith, Mr Baker, Mr Plunkett

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I
was sick and you looked after me… Matthew 25:35-36

CRU Group
This term in our Cru Groups we looked at what it meant to be
‘Friends Of God’. Meeting on Friday lunchtimes, we studied
the book of 1 John and discovered the way God is calling us to
live and be like Jesus. We enjoyed lots of games and great
bible messages, plus the chance to meet with friends and
enjoy lunchtime together. It has been great to see a high
number of students consistently coming each week in both our
infants and primary groups, as well as learning from God’s
Word.
Each week, students are provided with a Bible so together we
can read from God’s word and understand the story easily.
Students also play an active role in prayer time. As staff leading
the group, it is our goal to equip our young people with their
own understanding of God and the ways in which they can
form a personal relationship with him.
If you have been enjoying Chapel, Christian Studies, are
already a Christian, or simply interested in learning more
about God and the plan he has for your life, we’d love to see
you each Friday at Cru. Everybody is welcome.
Mr. Justin Corbett
Youth and Children’s Worker

Mrs. Ros Davis
Classroom Teacher

SPORT

JUNIOR SCHOOL

IPSSO

K-2 College Sport

In Week 9, we played our final games against St Peter’s
Anglican Grammar. All of the students showed excellent
sportsmanship during their games! There were several
impressive results too:

In Week 9, K-2 enjoyed doing sport indoors with their class
due to wet weather.

•

Junior netball won 15-5

•

Senior netball won 10-3

•

Senior soccer won 4-0

3-6 College Sport
In Week 9, we were able to get outside and enjoy the
College Sport program for Term 3. Our students enjoyed
learning netball and baseball skills from our teachers and
external expert coaches!
In Week 10, we had our House Cup competition! It was
great to see every student trying their best and some very
competitive games! In the end, Carmichael came out on top
for a second successive House Cup!

CIS Athletics
On Tuesday of Week 10, several students represented CSSA
at the CIS Athletics Championships. It is a great achievement
to qualify for this team. So far, we have received the
following excellent results:
•

Isaac Woods (Year 4) - 2nd in Primary Multiclass for
200m, 800m, Discus and Long Jump

•

Ruby Tindall (Year 5) - 2nd Shot Put

•

Minnie-Mae Grose (Year 5) - 5th 800m, 6th 1500m

Upcoming Events
Week 1
Wednesday (12/10):
•

•

IPSSO training at 7.45 am. All students in a Summer
IPSSO team are expected to be at training, as it is
an essential part of each team’s development.
Please let your child’s IPSSO coach know if they will
be unable to attend training.
IPSSO game vs. Macarthur Anglican School. The
junior game begins at 11.35 am; the senior game
starts at 1.15 pm.

Week 2
Wednesday (19/10):
•

IPSSO training at 7.45am.

•

IPSSO game vs Mount Annan Christian College. The
junior game begins at 12 pm; the senior game
starts at 1 pm.

Thursday (20/10)
•

Year 1 Swimming Program (during usual sport
time).

Mr Barber
Junior School Sports Coordinator

SENIOR SCHOOL
Camps, Camping & the City
After our early postponement in 2022, the College camping
program was back in full flight last week! It is always exciting
to see students challenged to step outside of their comfort
zone and display courage in the face of a new challenge!

Likewise, it was amazing to see Year 12 students graduate on
Wednesday after 13 years of formal schooling. It is our hope
and prayer that they are equipped for the journey of life
beyond the College! The move into part-time or full-time work,
further study, apprenticeships or traineeships, will require
them to display courage in the face of new challenges. We
wish them every blessing as they venture out into the world
and discover all that God has in store for them.
As we head into the holidays, do
you need the solution to bored
children?
I am sure that there have been
times during the school holidays
or on a Sunday after lunch when
the kids have been stuck inside all weekend due to inclement
weather, when you hear the dreaded “I’m bored”!
Well it might be encouraging to hear that the solution to your
problem may be a little easier than first thought and no it
doesn’t rely on the iPad being charged! The solution lies in the
realisation that times of boredom may be more beneficial to
our kids than we may at first realise. If we can get over the
initial period of whinging, times of boredom can lead to some
really positive outcomes!

These outcomes were detailed in an article by a Melbourne
Child Psychology entitled the Benefits of Boredom, in which
parents are encouraged to help their kids to see the
opportunities “bored moments” can present to our kids,
rather than rushing in with the Xbox or PlayStation. We can
take advantage of these opportunities by resisting the
temptation to solve the boredom problem for our kids, it
won’t be long before they try and solve this boredom issue
for themselves. However, we may need to resource these
moments of potential creativity, this is where the contents
of the recycle bin is a great place to start, cardboard or
bottles and a bit of masking tape, paint or some colouring
pencils can be the origin of great imaginative playtime. Be
aware that we may need to be okay with this opportunity
creating some mess but the payoff for our kids is the
opportunity to develop creativity, imagination,
perseverance and self-awareness.
So next time we hear that dreaded “I’m bored” call being
yelled down the hallway, let’s see this as an opportunity for
our kids to develop, rather than a problem that needs our
immediate intervention.
If you would like to find out more on this topic, below are a
couple of articles which expand on this topic:
https://time.com/5480002/benefits-of-boredom/

https://www.melbournechildpsychology.com.au/blog/thebenefits-of-boredom/

Philip Gallagher
Acting Head of Senior school

2022
SENIOR SCHOOL
CAMPS

Cornerstone Companions create Canine Connections
Term 3 has focused on building connection.
Along with the daily support the canines give within the
classroom and playground environments, Term Three saw
the canines provide support to students in different ways.
A successful Canine Obedience Program was established. The
focus of this program was to encourage, redirect and clearly
communicate the desired action from their canine by the
student.
To be successful the students built a rapport with their
canines specific to the personality of their dog.
The importance of establishing routines and maintaining eye
contact whilst cuing their canine to the action required, were
areas the training impressed upon the students.
Simple social obedience was undertaken where the students
learned to park, sit, lie, recall, and loose lead walk their
canines.

Students also learned to note the innate personality of their
canine and how to best engage with them. The program was
successful for all the attendees, trainers, students, and
canines. We will be expanding upon this success in Term 4.
Year 7 camp can be a time of high anxiety for students. To
assist within this area Reuben and his handler Luke focused
on creating connections with Year 7 before camp and
surprised them with a visit on their first night of camp.
Reuben was able to visit all of Year 7 as they participated in
the last afternoon activity of their first day and enjoyed some
free time with them before dinner.

After dinner Reuben judged the student’s group flags during
evening games and was very touched to have one group
name themselves after him. Although the “Rubys” did not
win that round of the evening games, Reuben was very
moved by their actions.
The first evening ended with a roaring campfire. Reuben
enjoyed being around the campfire and mingled with the
students as they settled in for some songs, chanting and
chatting before heading off to bed.
As the students settled into their rooms for the evening
Reuben walked around for the last pats and snuggles before
heading home. The students were very receptive to
Reuben’s presence. Reuben was exhausted, as too, no doubt,
were the students!
Term 4 will see a transitioning of the program into classes not
yet visited. We look forward to all the new faces the canines
will meet as the 2022 College year draws to a close.

Cornerstone Companions will be providing connections
within P-12 in 2023.

Science Matters
Year 9 Geography and Science Fieldwork
This term, students have been studying an integrated unit
with the big idea “Individuals and society may contribute to
the management of sustainable environments”.
The students have been learning about the strategies that
geographers and scientists use to manage coastal
environments. They have explored many living and
non-living things in different ecosystems and the impact
that humans have had on our coasts.

We arrived at Cronulla beach to explore the coast and
gather data during our fieldwork. We gathered data about
temperature, wind, plants, and birds. Students explored the
Seawall and analysed the affect that the building of the
seawall has had on the beach. Finally, the students made a
field sketch of the area. We had a great day!

The Phenomena that is PDHPE
Stage 5 Child Studies
Stage 5 Child Studies are looking at the importance of play
for the developing child. One of the most amazing things
within our college, is that we range from P-12. Our Child
Studies class was able to go and teach Prep students a
lesson through the week. This was a great learning
experience for both the Prep students and the Stage 5
students.
What a blessing our college is!

The English Mail
Chief Editor: W. Shakespeare

Date: Week 10, Term 3, 2022

And so they sail across an ocean of ten thousand words to lands far and wide …
With one final salute to the sun, our students of Year 12 have readied their vessels and prepare to launch on
journeys to places unknown.
There comes a time when ropes are cast back to shore and travellers must find their own seas. Here in the
cloisters of the village of Oran Park Anglican College we have readied them with firm thinking, bright hearts, and
minds that welcome honourable pursuits.
Through their earnest study of the written and spoken word, each has embraced this thing we call ‘English’ and
now plan to make it their own. The world is vast and all manner of kinships shall be born.
And so they brace themselves with a shoulder to the wheel and look squarely into strong winds and endless
skies.

AlAs, we must sAy goodbye …
Mrs Soane, Miss Manthos and Mr Little bid you adieu. xxx
We stand on the small shores of the land called Oran Park Anglican College and know that no matter where they
sail, each one shall be a beacon of light and hope.
God’s speed, live long and love well, and know that you will always have a home at Oran Park Anglican College.

With their last farewells, this is how they shall use their magical craft of the ENGLISH language in the greater world …
‘Never shall I turn my back on the needs of the sick or lame’ – Sophie (Occupational Therapy)
‘My heart will be consumed with their minds’ – Larah (Psychology)
‘I shall communicate from the spirit and make true pathways’ – Kout (Communication)
‘A great and kind orator I shall be’ – Isaac (A pathway through the world)
‘Writing and creating such great engineering pursuits’ – Ashwin (Engineering)
‘I shall be a woman of business and attend to great matters of state’ – Bella (Business Studies)

‘All the ailments of the world I shall cure with wise craft and knowing words’ – Nyree (Physiotherapy)
‘Such will I make the laws of the land my demand’ – Shelley (Law and Psychology)
‘Great palaces to modest kingdoms will be my domain’ – Dharma (Interior Design)
‘A gentle hand for the struck and wounded’ – Blake (Physiotherapy)

‘I shall speak with the people and hear their needs’ – Lachlan (Communication)
‘Between lands and people I will forge connections’ – Sasha (Connections and Communication)
‘A man of the people, both honourable and kind’ – Hashem (Communications & Arts)
‘The pulse of infant needs I shall always know’ – Hayley (Early Childhood Studies)

‘Wise and with a will for work’ – Gaby (Communication)
‘The ways of youth and the skill of life’ – Abby (Early Childhood Education)
‘To great games of agility and strength I shall apply’ – Scarlette (Sports & Exercise Science)
‘To the lands, rivers, mountains and skies I will dedicate myself’ – Michael (Environmental Science)
‘A drop of blood, a pound of flesh, a dram from the mind’ – Charlotte (Medical Science)
‘With a steady eye, a kind tongue and strong hand, I will be there’ – Madi (Communications)
‘With timber and iron, I shall design and build’ – Evan (Engineering)
‘Words, words and more words I shall perfect’ – Alyssa (Speech Pathology)
‘You will hear my bird song in all corners of this land’ – Asal (Music)
‘Great laws of many worlds I shall profess’ – Navneet (Law/Paralegal)
‘And so industry and world affairs will be mine’ – Cindy (Business Studies)

‘The thoughts of great minds will be my food’ – Skye (Psychology/International Relations)
‘I shall defend the rights of all across this ochre land’ – Saanvi (Law)
‘Within the fabric of all encounters, I will weave the threads of the law’ – Marne (Law & Business)
‘My word shall report all manner of great matters of state’ – Arwa (Journalism)

‘The spirit of the Lord I shall embody’ – Emily (Ministry)
‘Through sickness I shall heel’ – Eehan (Science)
‘Great structures over water and land I shall design’ – Ethan (Design & Technology)
‘Stone tablets I will scribe with letters and images’ – Alphina (Media & Communication)
‘All the learning of the land shall be mine’ – Georgia C. (Primary Teaching)
‘To the wise elders I shall dedicate my noble services’ – Georgia M. (Aged Care)
Scribe – Mrs Soane (I shmooshed it up!)
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Duke of Edinburgh Spotlight
Year 9 – Practice Journey (camp)

The integrated nature of Duke of Ed and our school
camping program means that many Year 9 students
embarked on their practice adventurous journey for the
Bronze Award at camp last week.
The purpose of a practice journey is for students to gain
the necessary skills and experience in a high-support
environment to be prepared for their qualifying journey,
where students are largely self-led with an adult
supervisor, rather than leader.
Here are some reflections from some of our Year 9 Bronze
Award students about what they enjoyed or found challenging about camp and an important lesson they’ve
learnt that they will take into the qualifying journey early
next term:
The highlight of my experience at camp was being able to
get closer to my friends and peers, through the variety of
fun activities and challenges. I really enjoyed the new
skills and teamwork I have learnt within the three days.
One thing I've learnt for the qualifying hike next term
would be to NOT go if it's raining. Ilah Nichols

My one highlight from camp was the actual hike because
it was challenging but still fun and everyone had to work
together as a team to determine where we were going.
Plus, the rain wasn’t too bad. The one thing I have learnt
in preparation for the qualifying hike is that packing light
makes your life easier. Lily Finn

A highlight of my experience at camp was getting to bond
with my classmates that I don't normally talk to. I have
learnt not to underestimate my abilities when walking
and to just enjoy every moment that comes our way
whilst we were hiking. Amelia Kaye

My highlight from camp was abseiling, it was the first
time I had ever attempted it and I managed to overcome
a fear a heights. After I achieved my goal the first time, I
went back for a second attempt! This camp has set the
tone for the upcoming hike by showing us that we are
going to need to overcome hard challenges in order to
succeed and that we will only complete the hike if we
work together in ultimate unity. Benham Flatman

Fee-free School Holiday Hospitality Programs

Evlynn Jayasinghe

Information about the School Holiday Hospitality Program
being offered by The Change Network this upcoming
holidays has been sent to all students in Year 10 and 11.
This training is fully funded i.e. fee-free for school students.
It is an excellent opportunity for students wanting to
explore the hospitality industry and/or wanting to gain
customer service skills. The courses will result in a
qualification that can be added to their resume. There are
programs being run at Cabra-Value Diggers and Club
Blacktown, TAFE is also running some courses onsite at
their campuses.
Students can complete the following short courses:

1.

Statement of Attainment in Hospitality (Espresso
Coffee and Hygienic Practices)

2.

Customer Service, Social and Cultural Sensitivity

3.

Safe Food Handling Practices

Year 12 Early Entry
As our Year 12 students graduate this week and look
forward to the final HSC exams, we are excited to share a
number of early entry offers that students have received.
These provide students with a number of options for
tertiary study in 2023 and the knowledge that they have
secured a position for themselves in the courses of their
choice before sitting the exams. There are more students
and offers among our cohort, however a few are included
below:
Shelley Feeney


B Laws/B Psychology (Hons) – Macquarie University



B Laws/B Business – Western Sydney University

Alyssa Oudshoorn


B Health Science – Western Sydney University



B Speech and Hearing Sciences – Macquarie
University



B Science (Psychology) – Australian National
University



B Politics and International Relations / B Science in
Psychology – University of Canberra



B Psychological Science / B of Arts – Australian
Catholic University



B Psychology (Hons) and B Arts/B International
Studies – University of Wollongong

Marne Seymour


B Laws/B Commerce – Macquarie University



B Laws/B Business – Western Sydney University



B Laws/B Business – University of Wollongong

Saanvi Narania


B Media Communications / B Laws – Western
Sydney University



B Journalism/B Laws – University of Wollongong

We look forward to finding out where students accept
and enrol to in 2023 and are praying for the best for them
all in their HSC exam preparation.

Mrs Chow
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MISA Trials

Staff vs Yr. 12

For the past 2 weeks, we have had trials and training for
Term 4 MISA. MISA Sport rolls will be emailed out during
the holidays.

Congratulations to the staff who were victorious against
the Year 12’s. It is the 4th year that the staff have won the
trophy!

CIS Athletics Carnival

With a win to staff in both Soccer (6-3) and Netball (20-3),
the year 12’s needed to maintain their integrity and
dignity by winning the volleyball – which they did 2 sets to
1!

Congratulations to Callum Cox (Year 11), Brayden Wheeler
(Year 10) and Tali Cooper (Year 9) who competed at the
CIS Athletics Carnival on Tuesday!

Well done to all who participated! Bring on 2023!

Mrs Clisdell
Head of PDHPE Senior School

