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We are drawing to a close on a tumultuous year and I want
to express my thanks to everyone in our community for
partnering with us in ensuring the best outcomes for our
students. Whether through face-to-face or online learning
we have continued to focus on developing a learning
character that demonstrates courage, curiosity,
craftsmanship, collaboration and compassion. Despite the
challenging circumstances, we have seen our students
continue to flourish. They have shown resilience and
flexibility and continued to grow as learners.
Thank you to our parents for your support and cooperation
as we have adjusted routines and procedures. You have
been in the virtual classroom as well and seen first hand
the importance of having an expert teacher to provide
instruction and coaching for our learners.
Thank you to our amazing teaching staff who have worked
tirelessly both in the classroom and online to provide
engaging and meaningful resources that teach our
students not just what to learn but how to learn.
Thank you to our wonderful support staff who work behind
the scenes ensuring our College facilities, administration
and learning support not only run smoothly but deliver
quality services.

Expressing gratitude reminds us of how special and blessed
our lives are even when we are faced with challenging,
stressful and overwhelming situations. Practicing gratitude
on a regular basis can have a huge impact on your overall
mood and perspective. When expressed during challenging
times gratitude can help calm your fear and anxiety and
maintain a positive outlook in an uncertain situation. We’ve
certainly had cause to be stressed and uncertain this year,
however, if we take time to reflect we can appreciate that
the impact of the pandemic was quite mild here in
Australia compared to what our neighbours overseas have
experienced. I am thankful to God for his hand of protection
over our community and pray for further easing of
restrictions and a return to “normal” in the new year.
Our Year 12 students will conclude their HSC examinations
next week and we are so proud of the way they are
conducting themselves with calmness and determination.
With the delay in examinations, students will need to wait
until late January to receive their results. However we will
enjoy celebrating the completion of their secondary
schooling at their Graduation Assembly and Valedictory
Dinner on 8th December.

Plans are in place for our Celebration Assemblies to be held
in the Ross Whelan Centre on the 7th and 8th December.
Due to capacity limits we will run a separate Preparatory
Assembly at 1.45pm with K – 2 at 9am and Years 3 - 6 at
11:15am. Invitations have been sent to families of students
receiving awards and we kindly request that only one ticket
is booked per family to allow as many children to have a
parent / carer in attendance. A link to the livestream and
video will be emailed to parents early in Week 10 and we
apologise that we cannot accommodate everyone in the
venue this year.
As the College continues to grow there is movement of staff
in and out of the College. In addition to the previously
announced staffing news here are a few further
movements:
•

Mrs Meriel Snelson is leaving the College after 5
years of service. She has accepted a position as an
Enrichment Coordinator at Tara Anglican School for
Girls, Parramatta.

•

Mr Andrew Mitas has been promoted to Student
Wellbeing Assistant (Years 3 – 6) for 2022.

•

Mr Joel Ramirez will be moving to Adelaide at the
end of the year and has accepted a Music teaching
position at Temple Christian College.

•

Mrs Genesa Lane has announced she is expecting a
baby in March and will take leave for the whole of
2022.

In 2022 we will welcome the following new teachers to the
College:

•

Mr Tim Chavura (currently at Regents Park Christian
School) has been appointed as the new Head of
Music.

•

Mr Andrew Callow (currently at Woonona High School
and previous experience at the Illawarra Grammar
School) has been appointed as an English teacher.

•

Miss Chloe Makko has been appointed as Primary
Classroom teacher.

•

Miss Stephanie Taylor has been appointed as a
Primary Classroom teacher (maternity leave

•

replacement).

•

Miss Bethany Maranthou has been appointed as a part
time Music teacher (maternity leave
replacement)

As we conclude the term, I pray all our families have a restful
break and enjoyable time with family and friends. This
Advent season is the time of year when we remember Jesus,
the son of God who was born into this world as a baby in a
manger. Christianity is the only religion where God becomes
a part of humanity. This is the God who sent his son to be
our saviour so we can be restored to him and enjoy eternal
life with our creator. May God fill your lives with the joy that
comes from having peace with Him and bless you in 2022.
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there
will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on and forever.” Isaiah 9:6-7

Mrs Naomi Wilkins
Principal

College News
College Office Holiday Hours
The College Office will be open at the following times over
the school holidays:
•

Thursday 9 December 2021 8am - 11am

•

Friday 10 December 2021 – Friday 17 December 2021
8am – 3pm

•

Wednesday 12 January 2022 – Tuesday 25 January
2022 8am – 3pm

The College Office will be closed at the following times:
•

Monday 20 December 2021—Tuesday 11 January
2022

•

Wednesday 26 January 2022—Friday 28 January 2022

The College Office will be back to normal operating hours
(8am - 4pm) from Monday 31 January 2022.
CANTEEN INFORMATION
Junior School students are welcome to purchase ice blocks
from the canteen at Lunch 1 on the following days:

The canteen will take a mobile esky to Senior School at
Lunch 1 on the following days:

•

Monday 29/11 – Kindergarten

•

Monday 29/11 – Years 7/8

•

Tuesday 30/11 – Years 1/2

•

Tuesday 30/11 – Year 11

•

Wednesday 1/ 12 – Years 3/4

•

Wednesday 1/12 – Years 9/10

•

Thursday 2/12 – Years 5/6

•

Thursday 2/12 – Years 7/8

•

Friday 3/12 – Kindergarten

•

Friday 3/12 – Year 11

•

Monday 6/12 – Years 1/2

•

Monday 6/12 – Years 9/10

•

Tuesday 7/12– Years 3/4

•

Tuesday 7/12 – Year 11

•

Wednesday 8/12 – Years 5/6

•

Wednesday 8/12 – Years 7/8

School Banking update from Commonwealth Bank
For 90 years, our School Banking program has helped children
learn about money, reinforced the importance of regular
savings and provided structure for parents to support their
children to save.
Though the program continues to have strong support from
schools, parents and teachers, recent decisions by some state
and territory governments because of a review by the
corporate regulator mean we are unable to continue providing
programs in schools, and we have had to make a difficult
decision to close our School Banking program for all
government and non-government schools across the country.
Our School Banking program was established in 1931 at a time
when having a bank account was not commonplace, and since
then we have helped more than 15 million Australians take
their first financial steps. This would not have been possible
without the wonderful support we have received from schools
like yours, including all the parents and volunteers, and for this
we are deeply grateful. Thank you.
Even though this is a sad time, School Banking has taught so
many young Australians, past and present, the value of money
and we believe this should be celebrated. We have created a
place for you to share your stories, fondest memories and
lessons learnt through the program. To share your story and
access our financial education resources, please visit
commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
Even though the CommBank School Banking program will not
be returning to your school after this year, you can continue to
make deposits into your child’s Youthsaver account through
online transfers or at any CommBank branch. If you need
further information, please phone 132 221 or visit your local
CommBank branch.

Thankyou to our school families for their contribution to toys n Tucker, Anglicare’s Christmas appeal.

It is almost the end of the Term 4, and it feels like the time
has flown. With classes only returning halfway through the
term, classrooms have been very busy places during the past
5 weeks! As I have read though the Semester 2 reports for
each student, I have seen that many have made the
transition back to face to face learning very well. We are
proud of the resilience that they have shown throughout the
past semester, with all its challenges. In recognition of the
changed nature of learning during Semester 2, the layout of
the reports will look a little different to the Semester 1
report. This is a temporary change, and we will be returning
to our usual format in 2022.

As we look forward to the Christmas holiday break, it is
exciting to be able to plan holidays away from home (unlike
last school holidays), and I hope and pray that every family
can spend some time relaxing together. Thank you for your
continued support of our fabulous teachers this year.
Together we have kept the learning going through the
lockdown period. It has been hard work, but rewarding just
the same. Have a safe and restful Christmas, and I pray that
you will have the opportunity to reflect on the true meaning
of Christmas: the baby who was born into this world so that
all people can have eternal life.

Next Wednesday 1 December, parents of children starting
Kindergarten at Oran Park Anglican College in 2022 are
welcome to join our Kindergarten Information Night (on
Zoom) at 7:00pm. The link has been sent out by email. Please
contact admin@opac.nsw.edu.au if you have not received
this link.
Our Year 6 Celebration Dinner is next Friday 3 December at
5:30pm, when we will celebrate the end of their primary
school journey. It is always an exciting night and marks the
end of learning at Oran Park Anglican College for some. Many
others will continue their journey into Year 7 with us next
year, and we look forward to seeing them return on their first
day of Year 7.
Celebration Assemblies will be held on Tuesday 7 December
for Prep, K-2 and 3-6. Due to limited seating capacity, each
assembly will be live-streamed. Parents who wish to attend
can book seats using the link emailed out during the week. As
per NSW Health regulations, parents attending must be
vaccinated, wear masks and sign in with Service NSW. We are
looking forward to celebrating the end of what has been a
challenging year for us all.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life.” John 3:16

Mrs Jenny Squire
Deputy Principal Head of Junior School

Prep News
The Prep students and teachers have all loved returning to
College this term to continue our learning and playing
together. We have been especially blessed by the
construction and completion of our new playground. The
children have enjoyed extended play sessions outdoors
engaging in creative play and enjoying our special new
space.

As we finished our “Living Things” unit of enquiry we were
able to observe life in our new garden. We have been
caring for our new plants by weeding and watering to help
them thrive. Our canoe garden has sprung to life with
daisies and lavender.
We are now looking at all things Christmas in our room.
What a fun way to conclude the year!
Mrs Shepard

Year 3
It’s been a bumpy Term 4 for Year 3, but we have loved
having the last few weeks back at the College for
face-to-face learning!
In Science, we have explored states of matter and how
adding or removing heat effects molecules in objects,
allowing them to change shape and form. The students have
had to become scientists, experimenting with different
materials to investigate how different amounts of heat will
affect them – and we had some surprising outcomes! Year 3
have learnt how to make hypotheses, with some
misconceptions being challenged after collecting and
reflecting the results of experiments. Year 3 have also
explored the transference of heat between objects and how
heat moves towards cold items. We have also investigated
how heat is created by friction and movement.

In Creative Arts, we have entered the world of theatre! Year 3
students have thoroughly enjoyed engaging in explicit learning
around using our emotions and body language. In the recent
weeks, we have explored Freeze Frames and how to use our
bodies to depict scenes from famous movies, books, and
events. Students have been collaborating in their classes to
create a series of freeze frames from their chosen text. It has
been great to see the energy and enthusiasm build, with all
Year 3 students using their creativity and imagination!
It has been a wild but wonderful year together and the Year 3
teachers wish all the Year 3 students the best in their new
classes next year!
Year 3 Teachers
Mr Baker, Miss Lee and Mrs Watkins

Junior School Enrichment
Maths Olympiad 2021
This year our Junior School entered 50 students from Years
4, 5 and 6 in the Australasian Problem Solving Mathematical
Olympiads Inc competitions in both sections – Maths Games
and Maths Olympiad. Students prepared for five
competition papers at College by practising a selection of
mathematical problem-solving skills and strategies.
Special congratulations to Frank Tacca (Year 6) whose
individual scores placed him in the top 2% in the state – an
outstanding result!

Finally, I would like to commend these students for their
persistence and achievements over the course of the year,
particularly during the online learning period when they were
working at home without the usual collaboration of the
classroom setting:
Isabella Kelada, Nicholas Breski, Harry Thorson, Micah Wickman (Year 6), Oliver Meagher, Aiden McKenna, Atrin Tabaae,
Mitchell Watson, Talyssa Mahesan and Oscar Andruschko
(Year 4).

Congratulations also to the following students in our
Olympiad team (from Year 5 and 6), whose collective scores
earned them an Outstanding Team Achievement Award and
placed their team in the top 10% in the state:

Well done to all of you who took on the Maths challenges this
year and kept your Mathematics skills sharp!

Frank Tacca, Xavier Kho, Arya Siddereddi, Jake Withers,
Aadit Bahuguna, Santiago Garcia, Shalom Kashiri, Joshua
King, Ethan Manton and Henry Bootsma.

Junior School Enrichment Coordinator

Our Maths Games team also achieved some hard earned
results. Congratulations to these students whose scores
placed them in the top 2% of those who participated
statewide.
Ethan Chan, Isabella Kelada, Vaanya Narania, Jacquie
Ndaira, Logan Rice, Owen Arundell, Hanwen Cao, Cole
Haack, Oliver Meagher, Rouck Prates, Clara San, Atrin
Tabaae, Ashley Wang, Mitchell Watson and Blossom Yang.

Mrs Cathy Grant

Music at OPAC in 2021
Music at Oran Park Anglican College in 2021 has continued
to flourish even though we have been online. Our
instrumental ensembles have still been able to meet for
rehearsals over ZOOM. This has still given the students the
opportunity to play on their instruments and learn the
repertoire with their music tutors.
The Year 4 Band Program has continued with students
learning their instruments from home via ZOOM. Although,
once students returned to school, they were unable to play
their instruments, the students have had the opportunity to
learn new skills. Creating epic compositions on the College
iPads, playing in a drum circle and learning more about the
instruments they have been learning throughout the year.
Stage 4 music students were able submit video drumming
performances playing along with the theme to ‘Pirates of
the Caribbean’. This was a fun and exciting task for all the
students to work on and their efforts will be on display at
the 7 and 8 end of year Celebration Assembly.

During this time online, this has allowed students to
continue with private music tuition. I would like to
encourage anyone who is interested in learning an
instrument or improving on their vocal skills to look up the
music tutor information on the College website and reach
out to one of the tutors available to begin private music
lessons.
The Lord has taught me quite a lot during my time at Oran
Park. The main attribute He has taught me has been
humility. To have the humility to think of others and to put
others first and be aware of other’s needs. I am thankful
that to have taught some amazing students and to see
outstanding musical talent in the classroom.
Thank you to everyone who has supported the Music
program here at Oran Park Anglican College and I look
forward to hearing what good things will be happening
musically at Oran Park in the future.
Farewell – Mr Ramirez

JUNIOR SCHOOL
2021 has been an extraordinary year. We did miss out on
various sporting events, but got through many during the first
semester.
Some highlights:

CSSA Swimming
•

Mia Stokes was named CSSA South Met Zone
Champion for the 8 Years Girls.

•

Ava Olic and Mia Stokes also went to CIS with all
Independent Schools in NSW.

•

We had the highest amount of students represent
the College at the CSSA State Swimming Carnival.

CSSA State Gymnastics
•

Noah Cook (Level 1): 1st overall and first in floor, rings,
parallel bars, horizontal bar and pommel horse.

•

Mason Mepham (Level 3): Vault 1st overall and first in
vault, bars, rings, parallel bars. Second in pommel and
floor.

•

Ruth Banister (Level 3): First vault, bars, third in floor,
fourth in beam.

•

Violet Finn (Level 4): First vault

This is the most that we have ever sent to this competition and
the best that they have performed.
CSSA State Cross Country
•

Elanor Scott 8th

•

Lila Dunphy 3rd

•

Minnie-Mae Grose 1st and she and also came 5th at CIS
(all independent schools in NSW).

Minnie-Mae is our first ever winner at this event, which has
representation with over 70 schools. This is also the first time
we have had any students finish in the top 10, and we had
three!
Congratulations to all of our students, but particularly this
group of girls.

CSSA South Met Zone Football and Netball Gala Day
•

Junior Netball finished 1st and were undefeated

•

Senior Netball finished equal second

•

Senior Football finished runners-up

Rugby League
Nicholas Breski named in the NSW All Schools Rugby
League team to play at nationals. He is our first ever
representative at this level for any sport. The tournament
was unfortunately cancelled, but congratulations,
Nicholas.
All in all, a difficult year, but we were able to see some
wonderful achievements from our students.
A big thank you to all of our students, who have
participated in PE and sport, regardless of the level, as
participating in sport is for everyone.
Also thank you to our parents for the early morning IPSSO
starts and the support at the various events throughout
the years.

Mr Chapman
Junior School Sports Coordinator

We have almost made it, Term 4 is nearing completion and
2021, the year we probably wish we didn’t have is coming to
a close. While we have probably already done plenty of
reflecting over the past year, I would like this week, to pay
special tribute to some of our Senior School staff members
that are moving on to new adventures next year.
There are always lots of moving parts in any school and staff
do come and go from time to time. At the end of this year,
we say goodbye to some that have been with us in the Senior
School for some time.
Mr Ross McKenzie will be retiring after a long and successful
career in education. Mr McKenzie has been our Head of TAS
for the past 4 years. In his time, the department has grown in
number and in subject offerings and under his leadership has
become a faculty with some of our most popular courses. He
has been instrumental in helping the College develop and
organise IT resources, he has given time and expertise to our
taster days and especially to our Year 12 students in both
timber technology and design. We will miss his humble,
servant hearted nature and wish him well in the coming
years.
Mrs Catherine McLaren is moving to a full-time Drama
teaching position next year. Mrs McLaren and I started
together at the College in 2017, and for the past 5 years she
has given her heart and soul to developing the students of
Oran Park Anglican College. She has been instrumental in
driving the performing arts, running the Drama club for many
years, and growing the skills and talents of our Drama
students as seen in many assembly performances and drama
showcases. Mrs McLaren has always been willing to go the
extra mile for our students and she will be greatly missed.

Miss Helen Thomson also started in 2017, teaching
mathematics. She has always demonstrated a passion for
Christian ministry and as she heads to a full-time ministry
position at Teen Ranch in 2022, we reflect on the enormous
amount of time she has invested in our students, not just in
their development of mathematical skills, but in growing
their faith through the lunchtime Christian groups that she
has been committed to over the past five years. We are
grateful for her quiet and humble service of our College.
Mrs Vanessa Rees moves to Geelong to take up a new
position teaching PDHPE and Leadership in student
wellbeing. She has been an asset to the college since
arriving in 2019. Mrs Rees is a passionate and energetic
teacher, and in her time at the College has led co-curricular
dance and coordinated our peer support programs. Her care
and concern for our students is unquestionable and we wish
her well as God uses her gifts and talents in the area of
wellbeing. She will be a great addition to her new school
community.
Mr Joel Ramirez is also moving states, taking up a position in
South Australia next year. Mr Ramirez joined us in 2020 and
within just a few short months of his tenure was hit with a
pandemic. Music teachers in particular, have had a couple of
the hardest years ever, with performances cancelled, bands
and choirs put on hiatus and even losing the opportunity to
sing in class. Despite this, Mr Ramirez and his team have
continued to adapt and creatively provide our students with
a quality music education, and I am confident he will achieve
great things for his new school in Adelaide.

As we draw this term to a close, I would like to thank all in
our community for their support over the past year, staff,
parents, and students. Our staff have worked tirelessly in one
of the most challenging years ever, our parents have been
gracious and our students flexible. Most importantly we have
got through the year together, and with hope for greater
things to come.
I wish you and your family a wonderful Christmas and
relaxing break over the holiday period. Our God is good, and
we know He turns every challenge into an opportunity to
grow and love and serve one another.

Mr Michael Newton
Deputy Principal Head of Senior School

Science Matters
Year 9 Big Idea:
“Evidence supports the theory that organisms evolve due to
changes on Earth”
Setting the scene: A children’s book author has asked year 9
for help! She wants to write a book with a main character that
lives in a certain environment. She asks the students, our
young scientists, to help her design the character for her
book, using their knowledge of adaptations. They needed to
create a poster with a picture of the organism they designed
for her book, with explanations as to what kind of
environment the organism might live in, and anything else
about the creature that they could deduce from the features
it has. All of the information was included on the poster using
labelled diagrams and scientific explanations.

The students had such a great time rolling dice to find out
what the features of their organism would be. It was all left
up to chance and the crazy critters that emerged were
amazing to look at. We’re really proud of the effort and
creativity of our students!
Mrs Thorson

The Phenomena that is PDHPE
PDHPE review
As 2021 draws to an end, it has been fantastic to watch
the students return to college, eager to learn, grow and
flourish.
This term throughout PDHPE, students have been thinking
about their mental health, strength and resilience; this
year has been challenging so this time of reflection is
really important. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 says: "Now may
the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may
your spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ". This year has been full of
challenges; however, the students have still excelled in
their growth, learning and mindset. Well, done
each and bring on 2022!

PEER SUPPORT
Year 9 Students completed the training to become Peer
Support Leaders for the incoming Year 7 students to the
College in 2022.
The students covered topics such as establishing
relationships, leaderships and interaction styles,
communication types and ways of collaborating and
utilising teamwork and planning to achieve a common
goal.

It was an enjoyable afternoon and the students learnt a
lot about their strengths and how this can be used to
support and lead the younger students. The students
will be presented with a certificate for completing the
training and will receive this in PC.
Thank you to the teachers who came to support the
students during the Peer Support Training session
yesterday, their input was much appreciated.
Mrs Rees

Design and Technology
STAGE 5 FOOD TECHNOLOGY
It has been lovely for the Stage 5 Food Technology
students to be back in the classroom cooking again,
learning new skills and applying the theoretical concepts
learned at home during term 3.
As they made dumplings, students experimented with
construction and analysed the impact of cooking methods
on taste and texture. They applied the design process to
create a prototype of a skillet or share cookie that would
be sold in a supermarket. Before creating their prototype
the students did market research, adapted and created
recipes and reflected on the considerations that need to be
made when developing products to be sold in
supermarkets.
As we are heading towards the end of the year Christmas
delights have been on the menu with turkey and cranberry
quiches, pizza Christmas trees and decorated gingerbread
cookies.

YEAR 12 FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Year 12 Food Technology were put to the test last week as
they created a fusion dish that was developed by the 2021
Masterchef winner, Justin Narayan. This group
of students rose to the challenge as they had a
limited time to create many different elements
for their Grilled Chicken Curry Tacos. including
their own roti, pickled onion and marinated
grilled chicken. The recipe was shared by Justin
as a part of his support of International Justice
Mission (IJM).

The English Chronicle
Chief Editor: W. Shakespeare

Date: Very Ye Olde

Breaking News!
Year 12 are learning about
human experiences!
Sub-Editor: Squire J. Little
Sketch artist: Lady M. Manthos
Our English HSC 2022 students have stepped into the
world of language and literature, valiantly exploring
the dynamics of human experience in complex
geo-political landscapes.
Our English Standard students have examined the
mechanics of political repression and loss of
opportunity in the autobiographical memoire, I am
Malala. It’s the story of a young girl determined to
bring freedom of expression and the right to be
educated, to a people with limited opportunity.
Similarly, our English Advanced students explored
timely warnings espoused by George Orwell in his
dystopian prose, Nineteen-Eighty Four.
Students have come to realise that only when we
critically evaluate the past, can we reimagine the
future. It has been a joy to listen to the students as
they define aspirations for the future and comment
on important issues that are greater than our local
experiences.

Through a robust understanding of compassion,
equity and morality, students have postulated on
politics and justice for future generations.
Great work, Year 12 2022.
Off to a flying start!
Mrs Soane

Apothecary to fix your scabs and sores.: C. McLaren (very discrete)
Paper girl: J. Soane (toss her a coin ... no buttons please)

English Chat
☺English chat with Year 12, 2022☺
☺Mrs Soane and Evan Gardner☺

English Public
Speakers ….
Oran Park Anglican College proudly entered students from our
Years 9 and 10 cohorts in the MISA Public Speaking Competition
last week.
Nikhaar Biswal and Mahdi Hassan represented Year 9, speaking
eloquently on topical issues affecting our world. Nikhaar examined
culture and social barriers through the lens of feminism. Her
speech traversed complex issues like biological determinism and
gender assumption. Mahdi presented an articulate examination of
Afghani politics and the diminishing rights of individuals.
Kimberly Thorson and Daniel Johns, our Year 10 speakers,
competed in a dynamic competition that required a combination
of pre-prepared material and an impromptu response to a
topical debate subject.
Kimberly’s ‘Pop the Bubble’ speech examined the tenets of
global citizenship. At the core she spoke about the values of
kindness and compassion. Kimberly implored the judges to
consider the world outside our small ‘bubble’ of comfort. Her
feedback acknowledged the ethical qualities of her material and
commended her presentation skills.
Daniel’s ‘Technology – A Tool for Collaboration’ delved into the
contemporary subject of technologies. Daniel intelligently drew on
his personal experiences of offsite learning, ZOOM communication
for all manner of interactions and the interpersonal potential of
various media forms. His poignant references to senior citizens
and the need for increased connection in the face of rising
isolation, impressed the judges and earned him an impressive 3rd
Place in the Year 10 Division.
Mrs McLaren
Mrs Soane

MISA Debating – Senior School
It has been wonderful to see our debaters collaborating
and competing once again in the MISA Debating
competition. Following a long lockdown recess, debating
resumed on Tuesday afternoons over Zoom.
Year 8 expounded on the logistical and economic
challenges of funding a compulsory overseas exchange
program for high school students but were defeated by St.
Benedict’s Catholic College.
Year 9 participated in a series of practise debates to
prepare for the final. This included an intra-college debate
against our Year 7 team examining the merits of
compulsory community service in schools.
Despite the challenges that the year has presented, we
are very grateful that the MISA competition was able to
be completed. Our Thursday lunchtime meetings have
been characterised by insightful reflections from each
team as they shared their experiences and feedback.

The Year 7 team has demonstrated significant growth in
their speechcraft and become more adept at identifying
rebuttals and counterarguments. Year 8 have positively
impacted the debating cohort by outlining the calibre of
arguments and language required for effective arguments.
Finally, Year 9 have epitomised the maturity needed to craft
a persuasive case by modelling empathetic listening and
interdependent thinking.
Congratulations to Year 9 who finished in first place in the
MISA North Zone. Well done to Year 7 who placed equal
second and Year 8 who achieved fourth place in our
division. We look forward to reporting on Year 9 as they
approach next week’s Grand Final against Mount Carmel
Catholic College.
Mr Little, Mrs Soane, Miss Manthos

Year 7 Debating Team
Daniella Stathis
Arisha Singh
Indiana Withers
Benjamin Patane

Relax … it’s no DRAMA!
Year 7 Drama
It’s that time of year … Theatre Sports is upon us.
Year 7 are enjoying inhabiting the space, accepting
verbal and physical offers, and refining their
communication skills.
Well done, Year 7.

Mrs McLaren
Mrs Soane

Duke of Edinburgh Spotlight
Duke of Ed Spotlight
In this final Spotlight, we explore the ‘Service’ section of
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.
Students in Year 8 have had the opportunity to hear about
the Bronze Award and can register their expression of
interest in undertaking the challenge by returning the
Award Plan by the end of term.

Voluntary Service

Participants are required to give service (volunteer) over a
set period of time that enables them to experience the
benefits that their service provides to others.

Below are some ideas for the Voluntary Service Section.
Remember, this list is a guide only and is not exhaustive –
the list of possible activities is almost unlimited. The best
measure for deciding whether or not an activity is suitable
is to assess whether the Participant is donating their time
in order to help others or to help a cause, and that they
can learn and benefit from their service. Please note that
many of these activities could be undertaken individually
or as part of a group. If doing it as part of a group, each
Participant must set their own goals and ensure they
are challenged at a personal level.

Australian Jobs 2021
The Australian Jobs 2021 report from the National Skills
Commission and the National Careers Institute gives a
summary of employment trends in Australia. It has
important messages about career and study planning for
young Australians.
The report describes the challenges faced by young
people in getting a job. Young people (aged 15-24) were
particularly hard hit by the effects of the COVID-19 global
pandemic with youth employment decreasing by 17% over
the pandemic period.
Qualifications and Experience Matter:
Study and training after Year 10 link to better employment
prospects – the higher the level of study, the higher the
chance of participation in employment across adult life:
Bachelors degree 86.1%
Diploma 81.1%
Certificate III or IV 83.3%
Year 12 or equivalent 70.6%
Year 11 61.5%
Year 10 50.9%
This means that there are real gains to be made from
taking up study or training options after Year 10 – and
highlights the value of VET qualifications alongside
academic choices. The report also showed that workers
with higher qualifications are likely to earn higher incomes.

School Leaver Information Kit
The School Leaver Information Kit (SLIK) is a great
resource that can help you get ready for life after school.
This transition can sometimes be challenging, and the
COVID-19 pandemic has presented some uncertainty.
With changes to the education and workforce landscape,
you might be wondering if your planned decisions are still
a good option or what new alternatives are available and
how to pursue them.
There are lots of options for education, training and work
in 2022 to help you further your career. This information
kit has been designed to help you understand what those
options might be and assist you to choose the right one
for you. You can download a copy of the kit here.
Note: This link currently takes you to the 2021 version.
The 2022 version will be made available via the link in the
near future.
Sample Class
Sydney Radio, Journalism and Media Sample Class
25 January, 2022. 9:30 am to 12:30 pm

Employers are increasingly looking for experienced workers
– 75% of employers were requiring some level of
experience when advertising for positions. This may mean
that young people’s part time work and volunteering
choices could be an important aspect of their future career
planning.

Attend this free online class as a taster for courses. Learn
skills, receive career advice and enrolment help. Attend
this free online class to get some great skills and to see
how much you enjoy media, radio presenting,
interviewing and mobile journalism. You will also get
career advice and enrolment help.

Where are the jobs?

This will be run online using MS Teams (this works best in
Chrome, or the MS Teams App).

The report listed the following as the largest employing
industries: health care and social assistance; retail trade;
construction; and professional, scientific and technical services. Emerging occupations (jobs of the future) were
identified in the areas of Digital Deepening, Data Analytics,
Emerging Business Practices, Regulatory, Health and
Sustainable Engineering and Trades.

Register above for event link and add to calendar option.
https://www.tafenswevents.com.au/event/sydney-radiojournalism-and-media-sample-class

Mrs Mertzanakis and Mrs Chow

SENIOR SCHOOL
SENIOR SCHOOL

SALT
Our SALT program is almost at the end! Practical activities
are getting the students out and moving which is wonderful
to see!
This week in our service activity, we looked at celebrating
our OPAC UNSUNG HEROS by creating a cup of kindness.
This was a gift to give to all the staff at Oran Park Anglican
College who work in support, administration and behind the
scenes to make our college a beautiful place to be. We will
also be giving a gift to a parent or carer who has helped and
supported us throughout the year.
In a year full of challenges, now is the time to acknowledge
all the help we have received this year.

Mrs Clisdell
Head of PDHPE Senior School

Throughout Term 4, both Junior and Senior Schools
students have had many opportunities to develop
resilience, compassion and to learn more about how to
balance friendships, school and new challenges. We have
enjoyed a number of highlights over the last few weeks.
Students have participated in:
•

Mind Masters digital incursion sessions delivered by
the National Theatre Group. These exciting digital
presentations are designed to develop student
awareness of their own wellbeing and help to
develop personal resilience strategies.

•

The conclusion of the ‘Seasons for Growth’ Program
for a small group of students exploring and dealing
with their own experiences of personal grief and loss.

•

Year 5 and 6 participated in the ‘Responsible Pet
Ownership’ program where students were taught the
STOP principles of canine care. They worked together
with Mrs Keen, Rylea and Molly and Ruben to help
identify and develop their understanding and skill in
handling a canine on campus and the benefits of
wellbeing canines at school.

•

Year 6 participated in an action packed TheatreSports
program during Sport time, developed by Mrs
McLaren, to build confidence and teamwork and a joy
in performing together.

•

Year 10 will participate in a range of service based
activities during their final week of school. They will
have opportunity to cook for the homeless, build a
mock slum, pack hampers, serve food and participate
in gardening and other helpful activities at local aged
care facilities.

Peer Support Leaders for 2022

Our Senior School Chapel and Christian Studies program has
concluded with the theme ‘BELIEVE’ as students were
presented in chapel and class with the opportunity to
engage with the truth of the Christian faith and explore their
own belief as they heard presentations from their teachers
exploring the importance of having a reasoned belief in
Jesus. Students were encouraged to ask challenging
questions and dig deeper into the Christian story.

As the school year draws to a close and we begin the
Christmas season, I encourage you to think and ponder again
our Lord Jesus – who himself faced significant loss, challenge,
change and uncertainty – with deep and unwavering trust in
God our Father – who loves and cares for all His children
unconditionally. May you and your families draw spiritual
nourishment from Him this season and may His peace and joy
fill you and your families.

Ms Kirsten Philips
Director of Wellbeing and
Christian Education

School Travel - Term 4 2021
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School Student Transport Scheme site change
On 1 October 2021 the School Transport Scheme (SSTS) information and application
portal was moved to transportnsw.info. This will assist families to find all their travel
information in the one place.

Travel from Term 1 2022
We ask that parents plan ahead and make sure their child knows which service/s to use
and has a valid ticket to travel; either a School Opal card or Child/Youth Opal card
(within Greater Sydney) or a School Travel Pass (outside Greater Sydney), from the start
of the school year.
Applications for the School Student Travel Scheme (SSTS) open at the start of Term 4
2021 for travel in 2022, so parents/students can apply or update details early and be
ready for the start of the new school year.
Most students using the Opal network will not need a new Opal card and can continue
travelling on their existing card each year.
The start of the year is a difficult period for local bus operators, and students travelling
without a valid ticket make service planning and operations increasingly difficult.
We recognise that for some families last minute changes to school enrolments mean
they may not have a School Opal card or Travel Pass for the start of term. In the Opal
network, we strongly encourage these families to have their children travel on a
Child/Youth Opal card until they receive their valid School Opal card. If outside Greater
Sydney, parents should contact their local bus operator to discuss their travel needs.
Bus operators are flexible and understanding, particularly at the start of the school year,
and will ensure students can travel safely to and from school. But to best support our
operators we encourage all students to have a valid ticket, as early as possible, from the
start of the school year.
Please also remember that students using Opal cards must tap on and tap off in line
with the Student code of conduct and Opal terms of use.

Further information can be found at transportnsw.info/travel-info/using-public-transport/school-travel
Enquiries can be submitted at transportnsw.info/contact-us/feedback/passes-concessions-feedback

