
What a big two weeks we have had … firstly a huge thank you to 

those who were impacted by the possible exposure to positive 

cases at the College. At this stage we have had no further cases 

which is a good indication that the safety measures we have in 

place at the College have reduced the risk of transmission 

amongst our students. Both staff and students flipped back to 

online learning smoothly and we continued to support other 

children learning from home as well.  

These are extraordinary times and we appreciate the range of 

emotions that people are feeling as we navigate living with 

COVID-19. We seek to provide a safe and vibrant learning  

community for our students and staff and are mindful of the 

impact that this pandemic is having on everyone. As I walk 

through the classrooms and playground I am greeted by  

students excited to be back learning with their friends and  

enjoying the routines of school life again. 

I continue to ask for your patience and consideration during our 

peak pick up times. Rangers have been out this week to monitor 

vehicles in the roads around the College. We have extended the 

length of the Junior School kiss and drop to allow for more cars 

to pick up children, however, we are still seeing cars blocking 

Central Ave waiting to come into the college grounds. Please 

abide by the No Standing signs and continue around the block 

until the driveway becomes clear. We are also noticing parents 

dangerously walking across Central Ave through the traffic,  

rather than using the pedestrian crossing at the lights. Please 

take extra care when walking or driving to and from the College, 

our children are so precious and will follow the example of their 

parents. We want to ensure that everyone arrives and leaves 

the College safely. 

Our HSC examinations commenced this week with our Year 12 

students facing this challenging time with great composure.  

Despite the disruptions and delay during their final year of 

school they have continued in good spirits and made the best 

of the circumstances to revise and study and are well  

prepared for their examinations. Many have already received 

university offers and have good plans in place for next year. 

We wish them all the very best for their study and  

examinations and look forward to celebrating their graduation 

on Wednesday 8 December.  

With the further easing of restrictions we are moving ahead 

with plans for our Celebration Assemblies at the end of this 

term. This year we celebrate not just our students’  

achievements but the 10th anniversary of the College. From 

very humble beginnings in 2012 our College has grown rapidly 

and now boasts five modern, purpose-built permanent  

buildings, extensive interactive playgrounds and more  

importantly a school culture of high care and quality that  

honours Christ. 

Our Junior School assemblies will be held on Tuesday 7  

December at 9 am (Prep – Year 2) and 11.15 am (Years 3 – 6). 

Our Senior School assemblies will be held on Wednesday 8  

December at 11.30 am (Years 9 – 11) and 1.45 pm (Years  

7 – 8). Parents are welcome to attend if they are fully vaccinat-

ed, and will be required to wear a face mask and sign into Ser-

vice NSW. For those unable to attend the assemblies will be 

livestreamed and recorded for you to watch them online. 

Please enjoy perusing the rest of this newsletter as you learn 

more about what has been happening in ‘the Life’ of our  

College in recent weeks. 

 “Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind word cheers it up.” 

Proverbs 12:25 

Mrs Naomi Wilkins     
Principal 
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College News 

Bubblers are currently closed  

Please ensure that  your child brings a drink 

bottle each day as bubblers are currently 

closed.  

Awards 

Any students with 5 Good Work Cards or 

Merits should ensure that they are handed in so that 

they can be presented with the relevant Award. 

• 5 x Good Work Cards are to be handed in at  

Student Services to upgrade to a Merit. 

• 5 x Merits are to be handed in at Parent Reception 

to upgrade to a Principal’s Award. 

Fresh Start Canteen—School Lunch Orders  

The canteen is open and will operate for lunch orders only.  

All lunch orders must be completed online using the parent 

portal or the college app. There will be no parent/student 

face-to-face ordering or before school or recess purchases. 

Please note, the online ordering closes at 9am each day 

There will be minimal provision for forgotten lunches and 

parents may be requested to bring lunch to their children if 

forgotten.  

Zooper Dooper Day 

As part of our Year 6 fundraising, Year 6 will be selling 

Zooper Dooper ice-blocks, perfect for these warmer days. 

When: Wednesday 17 November 2021 (Week 7)  

Cost: $1 (maximum 2 per student) 

Students are asked to bring in their money for their Zooper 

Dooper and give it to their classroom teacher. The last day 

for orders will be on Tuesday 16 November. Ice-blocks will 

be delivered to your child’s classroom at lunchtime on the 

Wednesday. 

We thank you for your support. 

Year 6 teachers 

Mid Term Break Cancelled  

Originally we had plans for a Mid Term 

break for Monday 15 November,  

however with the recent return to 

school we have decided not to go ahead with the student 

free day. 

All students are to attend College as normal on this day. 



SAFETY ANNOUNCEMENT 

Keep our Kids Safe—Road Safety  

It has been brought to our attention that there have been a  

number of incidents around our College where road safety has 

been compromised and general road rules not adhered too, 

this puts our College families and the local community at risk.  

Please ensure that you drive safely, abide by the road rules 

and be patient.  

Thank you for helping to keep our community safe. 

School Drop Off and Pick Up Reminders  

Please be reminded that:  

• Kiss and Ride Zones are to be used to pick up and 

drop off students only. Please avoid arriving early 

and waiting in this area to pick up your child. Doing 

this has the potential to cause long traffic delays on 

our local roads and safety issues for students.  

• You must not stop at a No Stopping Zone or Bus Zone 

at any time. 

• Please do not queue across the roundabouts or park 

across local residents’ driveways.  

• Please follow the road rules and signs when walking, 

riding or driving to and from the College, particularly 

on Central Avenue. 

• Please cross at the traffic lights when crossing  

Central Avenue and Peter Brock Drive.  

• Please do not block Central Avenue when accessing 

Carpark 1, buses use Central Avenue to access the 

College bus stop.  

• Please do not double park along the oval on Shannon 

Way. 

• Staff are on duty until 3.30pm, we suggest that if you 

are able to, wait until 3.20 pm to access Carpark 1. 







Mrs Jenny Squire 
Deputy Principal -                     
Head of Junior School  

This amazing display has been created using poppies made by 

our Junior School classes, and the artistic talents of Mrs Dunn. 

We pause for a minute’s silence to remember those who 

have served in conflict. To remember those who returned, 

and those who gave their lives. If you look carefully, you can 

see the shadows of service men and women walking along 

the hills in the display. There are different coloured poppies 

to symbolise different things. Red symbolises remembrance 

and hope. Purple and blue are for the animals involved in war 

(horses, dogs, pigeons). White is to remember those who 

gave their lives for the greater goal of peace. A peace we  

enjoy as we live in Australia in 2021. 

Every year there are special days when we remember all 

those who have fought in the past to keep Australia free 

and those who still fight today to keep us safe. On 25 April 

— Anzac Day — and on 11 November — Remembrance Day 

— we stop to think about those people and how much they 

have done for us. Anzac Day reminds us that, as Australians, 

we are proud of the Anzac spirit which has helped shape 

our traditions, our culture, and who we are. On  

Remembrance Day we honour all those who gave up so 

much for their country, especially those who lost their lives. 

It is important to help our children to remember those  

Australians who have fought for their country and those 

who keep us safe today. 

Despite the difficulties our community has faced during the 

course of this year, we still have much to be thankful for.  

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be  

discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever 

you go.” Joshua 1:9 

 



Year 2 

Wow! What a fun start to Term 4 we have had. It has been 

wonderful being back in our classrooms again and being 

able to see all of our friends. Year Two have settled in  

beautifully into College routines and have taken to hands on 

learning like champions. 

The students have begun their first weeks at College  

growing in their relationships with others, with a particular 

focus on the ‘Friendship Game’. They have also participated 

in a range of different hands on learning activities in the 

classroom that required the skills to work together as a 

team.  

This term for Visual Arts we have been looking at the  

artworks of Australian artist Tammy Kanat and learning 

about circle loom weaving. It has been a fun experience 

learning how to warm their loom. 

In Literacy, we have started a novel study on “George’s  

Marvellous Medicine’ By Roald Dahl. This has been a great 

way to challenge our comprehension skills, while also  

reading something fun. 

The Year Two team would like to give a special mention to 

all of the parents and carers and thank them again for their 

patience and support during online learning.  

Mrs Trotman, Mrs Whary, Mrs Davis and Mrs Presbury 

 



Year 6 

We are racing through the term and have been very busy 

with our learning. We have been doing lots of practical  

activities during our Science unit on electricity, investigating 

circuits and building our scientific vocabulary.  

We are continuing to look at Poetry and have been  

entertained by the variety of styles of poems that are 

around. We had lots of fun coming up with our limericks, 

haiku’s and shape poems and are excited to share some of 

them. 

This term Year 6 are participating in a Drama program run by 

Mrs McClaren, our Senior school Drama teacher. We took 

part in different theatre sport games resulting in lots of 

laughter and an increase in our confidence when performing 

in front of others, a skill that will be very useful to us in future 

years.  

Mrs Worthington, Mrs Smith, Mr Barber 



2021 Christmas Card Competition 

We had a number of students from Oran Park Anglican 

College submit entries into the 2021 Christmas Card  

Competition held by our Federal Member for Macarthur, 

Dr Mike Freelander. 

Our two finalists were Jahzara Filo and Gemma Watson, 

both in 6W, with their beautiful entries displayed below. 

We are proud to announce that Dr Freelander has advised 

that this years competition winner is Jahzara Filo, her  

wonderful drawing will be displayed on the front of Dr 

Freelander’s Christmas cards, which will be sent out to  

every household in the Macarthur region. 

Well done to everyone that entered and especially to  

Jahzara and Gemma, we are very proud of you both. 

 

 

By Jahzara Filo 

By Gemma Watson 

Jahzara Filo 



 

EDI in Focus 

 

If there is one instructional element we missed the most  

during online learning in the Junior School, it was the ability 

to check for understanding in real time. 

‘Rosenshine (2012) identified that the most effective teachers 

ask students targeted questions to frequently check for  

understanding. Checking for Understanding (often referred to 

as CFU), should occur throughout each phase of the teaching 

cycle,… It involves the teacher continually verifying that  

students are learning what is being taught whilst it is being 

taught. This ongoing assessment allows teachers to make 

timely decisions about instruction and ensure that gaps and 

misconceptions are addressed prior to teaching new 

skills’ (published on AIS website). 

 

The crucial role of effective feedback during online learning 

can resemble slow internet buffering. The time is lengthened 

between pre-recorded lesson delivery, marking Seesaw 

posts / reflecting on Canvas quiz results and adjusting our 

instructional focus. It can feel like the intensified effort  

required to provide lesson recordings may have been better 

spent!  

This is because checking for understanding during regular 

face-to-face lessons helps us adjust our delivery. I’m sure 

this is something parents found themselves doing as they 

partnered with us during online learning, from time to time.  

Oh, the joy of being back at College to be able to  

immediately check for understanding during lesson  

delivery!      

Claire Cavanagh – Instructional Leader (Primary) 

You may have: 

 used knowledge of topics of interest to your child 

to explain concepts  

 questioned and checked your child understood 

 pressed pause and used simpler language  

 repeated instructions 

 broken down the task into smaller steps   

 used physical materials or pictures to demonstrate 

concepts 

 given slightly more challenging examples 

 

If so, you were able to adjust the delivery slightly to assist 

your child in their understanding. 



Mr Michael Newton 

Deputy Principal -                       

Head of Senior School 

 

This week marks the beginning of the HSC examinations, and 

while it felt like an eternity for them to finally come around, I 

am sure the next few weeks will feel like the blink of an eye for 

our Class of 2021. Staff have been pacing anxiously as students 

completed English, Music and Modern History, and I sometimes 

wonder who is more nervous - the students or us! All in all it has 

been a great start and I look forward to hearing of their  

successes in the coming days. 

HSC aside, I feel compelled this week to talk about a topic that is 

fundamental to schooling, parenting, education, and  

relationships. It’s not specifically one of our College’s core  

values; however, it could easily fit under one of our 5 C’s.  

It is hard to earn and very easy to break.  

It takes time to develop and can be eroded in an instant.  

It relies on the truth and gives us confidence and security. 

If you haven’t guessed by now, it is TRUST. 

Every day, we rely on being able to trust each other. Parents 

send their children to College and trust they will be well  

educated and cared for. Teachers trust their leaders to support 

them in their work and leaders trust their staff to fulfill their 

roles and obligations. Students trust their teachers to teach and 

care for them pastorally and teachers trust their students to 

reciprocate by working hard, engaging in learning, and treating 

their fellow students with kindness. 

Sounds like utopia right? If only it were that simple. As students 

have returned to College, it has been challenging for some to  

re-engage with the trusting relationships expected of them 

when living and learning in community - and that is to be  

expected. I am glad though, that I work with a team of  

dedicated Christian staff and teachers that I know I can trust to 

educate and care for our young people.  

We often talk in education about the gradual release of  

responsibility. In short, this is about students learning new 

concepts and skills and the teacher gradually moving the 

student from explicit instruction, to guided practice and 

eventually independence. Trusting our teens is not  

dissimilar. As they grow, we give them more independence 

and responsibility, and depending on how they respond they 

will either build trust with us or break it. It can at times be a 

bit of a roller coaster; however, having raised a couple of 

teens myself, I assure you, they get there in the end.  

It has been said ‘it takes a village to raise a child’ and this is 

where the trust between the adults, the teachers and  

parents is so important. Our young people will make  

mistakes. How do I know this? Well, I was young once too! 

Teenagers will naturally push boundaries, push your 

buttons, and stretch the truth. Some of you will be  

experiencing this at home at the moment, and of course we 

see it at school too. As parents and educators, we need to 

work together to raise good, trustworthy young men and 

women, and we do this by trusting each other.  

If you are having a tough time with your teen, don’t despair, 

you will get there, and we are here to support you. Helping 

them to take responsibility when they make mistakes is a 

sure way to develop their character and build trust between 

school and home.  

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he 

will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6 



A Handful of HSIE  

Extreme History – a history of crime 

Students have been investigating the changing nature of 

crime and punishment throughout England and this will 

culminate in a class study of Jack the Ripper this term.  

For their assessment task, students selected a criminal in  

history of their choosing and created a museum display of 

the ‘life and crimes’ of this figure. These exhibits needed 

to include artefacts of key evidence used in the conviction 

of the criminal and an interactive element for museum 

visitors to engage with. There were serial killers, cult  

leaders, gangsters and even a professional poisoner…  

The class was lucky enough to have some guests to their 

exhibits which included esteemed teachers and peers who 

were brave enough to bear some of the gruesome tales. 

Here are some photos of the innovation that students 

demonstrated in piecing together their exhibits.  

 



Science Matters 

Both teachers and students are extremely happy to be back in 

the labs the past two weeks. Although we are so proud of the 

way our students engaged with learning online, there is  

nothing like doing some hands-on investigation and inquiry in 

our labs at Oran Park Anglican College! 

Enjoy some photos below of our recent lab work.  

Year 7 Big Idea: 

“Innovations help manipulate forces to improve athletic performance in sports”  

Students have been learning all about the forces that act on the body during 

sport. What can we do to reduce the impact of forces to make us safer? What 

equipment or clothing could we wear to help overcome forces and improve our 

performance? Students investigated friction, air resistance and gravity. They will 

need to have courage and take responsible risks as they work towards presenting 

to the class about a chosen sport and the focus and innovation in that sport.  

Year 8 Big Idea: 

“Organisms interact with each other when energy is transferred through ecosystems” 

Students have needed to communicate clearly and precisely while creating a movie 

poster to teach others about an ecosystem. Students loved looking at different texts 

such as The Lorax book and The Lion King movie to think about how the organisms  

interact with each other in food chains and food pyramids. They also considered the 

effect of humans and invasive species on those ecosystems. In order to make a poster 

about their chosen movie, they had to apply the past knowledge they had learnt.  



Year 9 Big Idea: 

“Evidence supports the theory that organisms evolve due to changes on Earth” 

Even during our zoom lessons, students were able to learn about how the earth has 

changed over millions of years by taking on roles in a reader’s theatre play. Since  

returning to school, students have learnt about the process of natural selection 

through outdoor investigations and computer simulations. Students are working  

towards creating posters for crazy animals with different adaptations, and trying to 

work out what environment the creature might live in and what food it might eat. 

Students will need to be curious and ask a lot of questions while they research!  

Year 10 Big Idea: 

“There are many different types of chemical reactions that are useful in society” 

Students have been collaborating incredibly well while exploring different types of 

chemical reactions. They’ve had to carefully follow a procedure and work together to 

make sure that the experiment is a success. Students have been learning about acids 

and bases and their uses in society while learning how to use new equipment. We’ve 

watched the students respond in wonderment and awe at the amazing chemical  

reactions!  



Year 12 Science:  

Our new Year 12 students have missed doing investigations and learning through Science, 

and are enjoying being back in the labs too!  We are so glad to see them using and  

improving the Working Scientifically skills which are so important to ‘being a Scientist’.  

Enjoy these pictures of some of our Biology, Chemistry and Physics students performing 

investigations and being curious about the world! 



The Phenomena that is PDHPE 

 

 

 

HSC CAFS 

This term, HSC Community and Family Studies (CAFS) 

have embarked on their class Independent Research  

Project (IRP). This project focuses on the process of  

inquiry and research, allowing students to pursue an area 

of interest as a class.  

The topic that the class is researching is: ‘How does social 

media impact the social and emotional wellbeing of 

teenagers?’ Students are in research teams to complete 

sections of the project; however, each individual student 

must submit the sections: Methodology, analysis and  

discussion, and conclusion and recommendations. This 

encourages students to build on their knowledge from the 

preliminary course while also developing collaborative 

skills and in-depth research skills. 

HSC PDHPE 

HSC PDHPE have kicked off with Option 3 – Sports  

Medicine! During this unit, students investigate specific 

issues of prevention, assessment, management of and 

recovery from a variety of sports injury.  

Students examine how the extent and intensity of sports 

participation relates to the incidence of sports injuries, 

which encourages them to explore the range of technical 

and scientific approaches for maintaining the well-being 

of athletes.  

Stage 5 PASS 

Stage 5 PASS have been actively involved in a fundamental 

movement skills unit. One of the activities that they are 

participating in is learning how to juggle… here is how 

some of them went! 



The English Chronicle 

Chief Editor: W. Shakespeare    Date: Very Ye Olde 

Apothecary to fix your scabs and sores.: C. McLaren (very discrete) 

Paper girl: J. Soane (toss her a coin ... no buttons please) 

Breaking News! 

 What is the simple gift?  

Year 10 discover the 

power of journeys! 

 

Sub-Editor: Squire J. Little  

Sketch artist: Lady M. Manthos 

Emerging from the virtual world of Zoom back into the 

classroom, the intrepid learners of Year 10 have  

concluded their exploration of Steven Herrick’s verse 

novel, The Simple Gift. Through the lens of teen  

protagonist Billy, students evaluated the significance 

of journeys for young people. Discussions yielded  

insightful observations about the capacity for  

relationships to elicit profound change in the lives of 

domestic violence survivors. The text’s authentic  

imagery and voice allowed students to empathise with 

the central theme of adolescents forging an identity in 

modern Australia.  

To conclude 2021, students have been employed in 

investigating key literacy skills for the workplace.  

Students can look forward to practising their job  

interview technique and crafting cover letters that will 

undoubtedly distinguish them as they commence their  

post-school careers.  

Great work Year 10! 

Mr Little & Miss Manthos 



English Chat   

with Year 10 

Mr Little and Chloe Tippett 



Duke of Edinburgh Spotlight  

Skills 

The Skills Section provides the opportunity for a Participant 

to either improve on an existing skill, or to try something 

new. As with the other Sections of the Award, a level of 

commitment is required over time to progress a skill. It 

leads to a sense of achievement and well-being, and  

possibly improved employability through the development 

of life and vocational skills. 

Below are some ideas for the Skill Section to discuss with 

your Participants. Remember, this list is a guide only and is 

not exhaustive. The best measure for deciding whether or 

not an activity is suitable is to assess whether the Participant 

can develop within their chosen activity, whether or not they 

can set achievable goals, and whether the activity will  

require regular effort. 

Arts, design and crafts 

– Bookbinding 
– Calligraphy 
– Drawing 
– Graphic design 
– Painting 
– Photography 
– Sculpture 
– Textile and fashion  
    design 
– Cake decoration 
– Candle making 
– Card making 
– Ceramics 
– Embroidery 
– Flower arranging 
– Jewellery making 
– Knitting 
– Origami 
– Sewing 
– Scrap booking 

Communications 
– Film and video making 
– Foreign languages 
– Journalism 
– Public speaking and  
   debating 
– Reading 
– Radio 
– Sign language 
– Website and digital   
communications production, 
including blogs, podcasts, 
producing, 
information architecture, 
programming, front end  
design 
– Writing (creative,  
journalism, essays) 

Environment/nature 
– Agriculture/farming 
– Aquarium keeping 
– Bee keeping 
– Bird watching 
– Conservation 
– Dog training and  
    handling 
– Gardening 
– Horticulture 
– Horse care and handling 
– Insect study 

Games 
– Backgammon 
– Card games (please         
observe no gambling) 
– Chess 
– Darts 
– Pool 

Hobbies 
– Coin collecting 
– Stamp collecting 
– Model construction 

Life and vocational skills 
– Cooking 
– Hairdressing 
– Learning to drive 
– Metal work 
– Tailoring 
– Woodwork 
– Vehicle mechanics,  
including cars, motorbikes 

Music 
– Disc Jockey (DJ) 
– Playing an instrument,  
including learning and  
practicing, playing in a band 
or orchestra 
– Singing solo, in a choir or a 
band 
– Writing music 

  

Performance 
– Acting 
– Drama and theatre skills, 
including improvisation, 
street performance 
– Circus skills, including  
juggling 

Sports related 
– Sports officiating 
– Umpiring and  
    refereeing 
– Sports journalism 
– Sports equipment    
making and  
maintenance 
– Sports ground  
    maintenance 

Duke of Ed Spotlight 

In this Spotlight, we explore the ‘Skills’ section of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  



Mrs Mertzanakis and Mrs Chow 

Careers Corner 

This week we wish our graduating Year 12 students well 

and keep them in our prayers as they begin their HSC  

exams.  

Several more students have been accepted for early entry 

into a variety of tertiary institutions. The early entry  

program ensures that students can secure their place  

early before the HSC exams, and sit these exams with  

confidence in their future pathway. 

Hayden Kaye will be commencing a Bachelor of Sports Business at the Australian College 

of Physical Education. The knowledge covered in the Bachelor of Sports Business 

(Leadership) is based on the business operations of the sports environment. As an 

emerging discipline, ACPE’s Bachelor of Sports Business (Leadership) brings focus to the 

commercial aspects of the sports industry. Hayden will learn about how sports  

businesses operate, with an emphasis on the professional judgement necessary to  

succeed in the sports sector. 

Emily Kapitanow has been accepted into Western Sydney University for two courses: 

Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Creative Industries, and Bachelor of Design/Bachelor of  

Creative Industries. The creative industries are a major driver of economy and the  

Creative Industries degree at WSU is unique in NSW. Undertaking one of these combined 

options gives Emily the opportunity to add to her Arts or Design studies with this extra 

qualification that involves subjects in Business and Law, which provides an advantage in 

an evolving employment market.  

Startup Bootcamp 

 

 

 

 

With the nature of work undergoing massive change, an 

entrepreneurial mindset and skills are critical to help your 

students thrive in the future, regardless of their ambitions. 

Alphacrucis College is offering an introduction to these skills 

by offering students a FREE Startup Bootcamp in Jan 2022 

(normally $980 but free due to the COVID pandemic’s  

impact on students) to build their self-awareness and  

ongoing self-development.  For those that decide to work 

on a Startup, the bootcamp also introduces them to a  

valuable support network. 

Successful completion of the 5 day online bootcamp equates 

to one unit of our new Diploma of Entrepreneurship, which 

students have the option to apply for in 2022 and beyond. 

These new courses are designed and run by Australia’s  

leading entrepreneurship educators, including program head 

Alex Carpenter (ex-University of Sydney), and experienced 

entrepreneurs working at the cutting edge of Australia’s  

innovation culture. Alphacrucis will also facilitate funding via 

a venture capital fund and provide access to mentors to help 

students on their journey. 

Places are limited and you can secure a place via registration 

here: https://study.ac.edu.au/en-au/startup  

https://study.ac.edu.au/en-au/startup


 
SENIOR SCHOOL 

SENIOR SCHOOL 

MEETING YOUR 2022 Sports Captains and House Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to:  

Lauren Kaye and Flynn Harris - 2022 Sports Captains (and House 

Leaders) 

Kimberly Thorson and Daniel Johns – 2022 Sports Vice Captains 

(and House Leaders) 

Lets meet them… 

 

Full name: Flynn James Harris—Wilberforce 

Fav. Sport: Baseball 

Fav. Food: Spaghetti Bolognese 

Fav. Colour: Blue 

Who inspires you and why: The person who inspires me is 

my older brother, Logan, because he is a hardworking,  

devoted person in school and sport. He is also a kind and 

courteous person. 

What did you do through lockdown to get away from 

screens? Walked the dogs, played Baseball or AFL at  

Harrington Park oval  

And if you could go anywhere, where would you like to go? 

I would love to go to Hawaii  

Full name: Lauren Olivia Kaye—Liddell 

Fav. Sport: Swimming or netball 

Fav. Food: Pasta or sushi 

Fav. Colour: Green 

Who inspires you and why: My dad inspires me as he has 

done so many things in his life and faced lots of hardship, 

but still continues to push himself. He was in the army for a 

number of years, was a professional BMX rider and now 

walks the Kokoda track regularly. He has had many knee 

surgery’s as well as knee reconstruction surgery and broke 

his back due to BMX, along with many other injuries.  

Despite this, he still continues to walk the Kokoda track and 

participate in many other activities because of the passion 

he has, and I will be joining him in walking the Kokoda track 

next year. He is always trying to better himself and his love 

for the Kokoda track and the people and community in  

Papua New Guinea drives him to continue to walk the track 

despite the pain he may be experiencing. His perseverance 

and never give up attitude inspires me to mirror this in my 

life and in sport.  

What did you do through lockdown to get away from 

screens? Lots of sleeping 

And if you could go anywhere, where would you like to go? 

I would love to go to England and France again, and I would 

love to go to Italy and Hawaii 



Mrs Clisdell  

Head of PDHPE Senior School   

Full name: Daniel Ben Johns—Carmichael 

Fav. Sport: Badminton/volleyball 

Fav. Food: Mangoes 

Fav. Colour: Cobalt blue 

Who inspires you and why: My uncle, he is funny and serves 

others so well 

What did you do through lockdown to get away from 

screens? Bike riding, cooking, music  

And if you could go anywhere, where would you like to go? 

Japan for the food and various culture  

Full name: Kimberly Maree Thorson—Lewis 

Fav. Sport: Soccer, Netball  

Fav. Food: Curly Wurly  

Fav. Colour: Navy blue 

Who inspires you and why: I am inspired by Greta Thunberg. 

Despite mental health difficulties and lots of judgment from 

other people, she continues to fight for what she believes in. 

Even when she is only one young woman, she has made a 

difference.  

What did you do through lockdown to get away from 

screens? I tried to exercise more, especially because we 

weren't doing school sport or club sport. I got into a bit of 

running, yoga, and fitness training. It was a great way to 

have a break from schoolwork and keep myself healthy, both  

mentally and physically.  

And if you could go anywhere, where would you like to go? 

I really would love to go back to China where I grew up, to 

see my friends and have nice food. Visiting Greece or Japan 

would also be amazing.   

SALT  

SALT program is going along swimmingly! Week 5 saw us 

pack shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child for our service 

activity. Week 6 showed us that ‘OPAC rocks!’  

Our physical activity kicked off with an amazing week of 

movement! Students were exercising, trying new skills and 

participating in activities that are encouraging them to move! 

What a privilege it is to be back as a college, doing activities 

that are health focused and others focused!  



UPCOMING PARENT WEBINAR – Transitioning to High 

School 

For those who have students in Year 6 currently and are  

thinking through yet another transition and change in your 

family as you prepare and support them to thrive in Senior 

School – join us for an Oran Park Anglican College  

Community Webinar on Tuesday 23 November from 7-8pm. 

 

LIFE (Living in Faith Everyday) 

Our Senior School Christian Group 

continued to meet together each 

Friday to pray and learn from the 

Bible during online school. Even 

though, our lunchtime gatherings at 

school are restricted and need  

careful planning – the students continue to grow in their 

faith through the study of 1 John and have opportunity to 

support each other in prayer. Students are always welcome 

to participate and find a place to feel welcome and  

supported. 

The SHINE program for our Year 7 girls is nearing the end 

but Sophie and Cate (the Year 12 Mentors) are keen and 

excited to run it next year and have been so encouraged by 

the friendships which have developed and the positivity of 

the Year 7 girls towards the program which aims to build a 

sense of purpose, worth and value in others.  

Chapel News 

We have continued to produce a fortnightly online Chapel for 

both Senior and Junior School. In Senior School this week – we 

explored the theme of Belonging through Proverbs. We  

enjoyed an insightful interview with Mrs Meg Watson. Watch 

the link for more insights into the Chapel in the Senior School. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0rM1_LDPMc 

In Junior School, the theme of Jesus as the way, truth and the 

life has been fun and challenging. We have concluded the  

exciting Trick Shot Video Challenge with hi-josh and have been 

delighted and entertained by all the entries! Thanks to all  

students (and parents!!) who contributed. Please see the list of 

winners below: 

Early Stage 1  

Winner:  Chloe Robinson  Highly Commended:  Isaac Pakula 

Stage 1  

Winner:  Jovan Banjas Highly Commended:  Monique Markwell 

Stage 2  

Winner:  Maddison Stares Highly Commended:  Isabella Walter 

Year 5  

Winner:  Jack McNamara Highly Commended:  Isabella Grant 

Year 6  

Winner:  Dylan McFadden Highly Commended:  Jahzara Filo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0rM1_LDPMc


Ms Kirsten Philips 

Director of Wellbeing and 

Christian Education  

REMEMBERANCE DAY – November 11 2021 

For Remembrance Day this year, our Junior School recognised  

Remembrance Day by creating a collaborative artwork based on 

the image below, this will be displayed in 3 of the glass doors of 

our Library.  

Many thanks to all the staff who have assisted in the production of 

this. 

PRAYER FOR THE COLLEGE COMMUNITY 

Please continue to uphold the College in your prayers and know 

that we pray daily for our students and families – for growth in 

grace, peace and compassion. 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We give thanks for, 

Lessons learned, care shared, connections made, community grown. 

We have pivoted, flexed, adapted and adjusted, evolved and 

changed. 

In all of this, we have persevered and been able to accomplish a 

great deal. 

Be with us all and continue please to bless our students and families. 

Keep us calm, kind and well, 

In Christ, we pray, 

Amen 
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School Travel - Term 4 2021  

https://transportnsw.info/school-travel-apply
https://fk0cp4z1.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fticket-eligibility-concessions%2Fschool-student-travel%2Fupdate-school-travel-pass/1/0108017c77bc8641-130c5da4-5095-45f5-9729-2f8c75fb825e-000000/jKtsIqSyvdya-5
https://fk0cp4z1.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fschool-travel-apply/2/0108017c77bc8641-130c5da4-5095-45f5-9729-2f8c75fb825e-000000/ltqwk1MvubMJgnmTKDa_TBdryBQ=20
https://fk0cp4z1.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fschool-term-bus-pass/1/0108017c77bc8641-130c5da4-5095-45f5-9729-2f8c75fb825e-000000/e8jlSNrG2vjy5PaX07PMVj7zh4s=20


School Student Transport Scheme site change  

On 1 October 2021 the School Transport Scheme (SSTS) information and application  

portal was moved to transportnsw.info. This will assist families to find all their travel  

information in the one place. 

 

Travel from Term 1 2022  

We ask that parents plan ahead and make sure their child knows which service/s to use 

and has a valid ticket to travel; either a School Opal card or Child/Youth Opal card 

(within Greater Sydney) or a School Travel Pass (outside Greater Sydney), from the start 

of the school year. 

Applications for the School Student Travel Scheme (SSTS) open at the start of Term 4 

2021 for travel in 2022, so parents/students can apply or update details early and be 

ready for the start of the new school year. 

Most students using the Opal network will not need a new Opal card and can continue 

travelling on their existing card each year. 

The start of the year is a difficult period for local bus operators, and students travelling 

without a valid ticket make service planning and operations increasingly difficult. 

We recognise that for some families last minute changes to school enrolments mean 

they may not have a School Opal card or Travel Pass for the start of term. In the Opal 

network, we strongly encourage these families to have their children travel on a  

Child/Youth Opal card until they receive their valid School Opal card. If outside Greater 

Sydney, parents should contact their local bus operator to discuss their travel needs. 

Bus operators are flexible and understanding, particularly at the start of the school year, 

and will ensure students can travel safely to and from school. But to best support our 

operators we encourage all students to have a valid ticket, as early as possible, from the 

start of the school year. 

Please also remember that students using Opal cards must tap on and tap off in line 

with the Student code of conduct and Opal terms of use. 

 

Further information can be found at transportnsw.info/travel-info/using-public-transport/school-travel 
Enquiries can be submitted at transportnsw.info/contact-us/feedback/passes-concessions-feedback  

https://fk0cp4z1.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fschool-travel-apply/3/0108017c77bc8641-130c5da4-5095-45f5-9729-2f8c75fb825e-000000/NebTLBgGcgT8dkke9o5LjsEMWyw=20
https://fk0cp4z1.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fticket-eligibility-concessions%2Fschool-student-travel%2Fupdate-school-travel-pass/2/0108017c77bc8641-130c5da4-5095-45f5-9729-2f8c75fb825e-000000/sJZqb6B7gUSPI0
https://fk0cp4z1.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Foperators/1/0108017c77bc8641-130c5da4-5095-45f5-9729-2f8c75fb825e-000000/U69cWY74rRE_-4S069EP9QBRu24=20
https://fk0cp4z1.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Fstudent-code-conduct/1/0108017c77bc8641-130c5da4-5095-45f5-9729-2f8c75fb825e-000000/fXRitpn6bvLJRoX9oGEvdRRvkoU=20
https://fk0cp4z1.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Ftransportnsw.info%2Ftickets-opal%2Fopal%2Fopal-terms-of-use/1/0108017c77bc8641-130c5da4-5095-45f5-9729-2f8c75fb825e-000000/zh5vcQQ9mONsQoBe_JFKGP7eWoU=20
http://fk0cp4z1.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/transportnsw.info%2Ftravel-info%2Fusing-public-transport%2Fschool-travel/1/0108017c77bc8641-130c5da4-5095-45f5-9729-2f8c75fb825e-000000/UBA4hdzTrTPcgXcMGd5z2UwI6f0=20
http://fk0cp4z1.r.ap-southeast-2.awstrack.me/L0/transportnsw.info%2Fcontact-us%2Ffeedback%2Fpasses-concessions-feedback/1/0108017c77bc8641-130c5da4-5095-45f5-9729-2f8c75fb825e-000000/Ag2rRd2CuPtQPJ6J6_X5c7CjHwc=20


 

 


