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As Term 1 draws to a close we turn our thoughts to
the upcoming Easter holidays. As we reminded
students and parents this week at our Easter
Chapels, Easter is a time where we remember the
sacrifice of Jesus to die for our sins so that we could
be restored to our heavenly Father. There are many
ways we celebrate Easter and a couple of my
favourite symbols are hot cross buns and chocolate
eggs. The cross on those delicious hot cross buns
reminds us of Jesus’ death by crucifixion on Good
Friday. The chocolate egg represents the empty tomb
on Easter Sunday, Jesus’ resurrection from the dead
is a promise of the new life we can have when we put
our trust in Him. So as you enjoy these Easter
traditions I hope you have time to pause and consider
Jesus, the one who gives them their meaning.
As our community continues to grow we are
appreciative of the confidence and trust that our
families have placed in us to provide their children
with a supportive and challenging learning
environment. Not only have we had more than 100
new students to settle we have also had 10 new staff
join the team and have to establish themselves into a
new school culture. We have navigated adjustments
required by the COVID-19 pandemic and come out
still flourishing in this vibrant learning community. Our
second Senior School building is under construction
and due for completion by the end of the year (let’s
pray the rain doesn’t slow this plan down!) which will
provide additional Science, Technology and General
Learning classroom spaces as well as a Year 12
Common Room.

I would like to thank the staff of the College for their
enthusiasm and hard work which ensures we
continue to provide life-changing, caring, quality
Christian education. I also wish all our families a safe
and relaxing time over the holiday period.
I hope you enjoy this snapshot of what has been
happening in ‘the Life’ of our College in recent
weeks.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

Mrs Naomi Wilkins
Principal

College News
College Office—School Holiday Hours

Please be advised that the College Office will be closed from Friday 2 April to Friday 9 April. The College Office
will open from Monday 12 April to Friday 16 April 8am—3pm.

Keep our Kids Safe—Road Safety

It has been brought to our attention that there have been a number of incidents
around our College where road safety has been compromised and general road
rules not adhered too, this puts our College families and the local community at
risk.
Please ensure that you drive safely, abide by the road rules and be patient.

School Drop Off and Pick Up Reminders
Please be reminded that:
•

Kiss and Ride Zones are to be used to pick up and drop off students only. Please avoid arriving early and
waiting in this area to pick up your child. Doing this has the potential to cause long traffic delays on our
local roads and safety issues for students.

•

You must not stop at a No Stopping Zone or Bus Zone at any time

•

Please do not queue across the roundabouts or park across local residents’ driveways.

Local Easter Church Services

Please find below information on local church services over the Easter period:

Location: New Life Anglican Church, Oran Park
Thursday 1 April 2021 at 7pm
Good Friday 2 April 2021 at 9:30am
Easter Sunday 3 April 2021 at 9:30am
Location: Harrington Park Public School
Good Friday 2 April 2021 at 9:30am
Easter Sunday 3 April 2021 at 9:30am

Location: Gregory Hills Public School
Good Friday 2 April 2021 at 9:30am
Easter Sunday 3 April 2021 at 9:30am

Location: The Hub, Smeaton Grange
Easter Sunday 3 April 2021 at 6pm

Request for Busabout Service From The Oaks / Mount Hunter
We have had a number of families that have expressed an interest to Busabout for a new route to be added
from The Oaks / Mount Hunter to our school via Cobbitty Road, in order for this to be considered we need to
provide Busabout with the addresses (no names) of at least 15 families that would use this service on a
regular basis and informatio relating to their current travel arrangement.
If this service would be of interest to your family please send an email to admin@opac.nsw.edu.au
confirming relevant information as underlined above so we can pass it on to Busabout so that they can
consider implementing this new service.

Busabout—New Timetables
Busabout has provided us with an updated timetables from 29 March 2021. They are included below for
your information, there may be some minor changes so please have a look.
Please email them directly at customerservice@busabout.com.au if you require any information.

Last Friday afternoon we welcomed parents back for our
Term 1 Principal’s Award Assembly. It has been over a
year since we have been able to share assemblies in
person with parents, and it was really lovely to feel the
sense of excitement from the children and pride from the
parents and grandparents. Thank you to Mr Przydacz,
Mr Corbett and the student leaders who put it all
together.

Next term we will be welcoming Mrs Swan back from
maternity leave. She will be returning to her role in
Learning Support. A big thank you to Mrs Barber for
filling that role during Term 1. Mrs Caitlin Grant has
started her maternity leave with the safe arrival of baby
Thea Anne last Saturday. We are all very excited for Mrs
Grant, and look forward to her bringing baby Thea in to
visit soon.

I am looking forward to our Easter Celebration Chapel
this Thursday. During Christian Studies this week, I have
been reminding students of the events of the very first
Easter, and what that means for us today. We have
been reading through the eyewitness accounts of those
men and women who saw Jesus executed, mourned for
him, and then experienced his resurrection from the
dead. We have considered the question “Why did Jesus
die?” and have looked at how the Bible answers this. It is
an astounding message – God loves people so much
that he was willing to let his own son die to make a way
for the relationship to be restored. This is the message
of Easter – a message we will be celebrating together on
Thursday morning.

It has been a busy term, and I know that our teachers
and families are looking forward to the holidays. My
prayer is that these holidays are a time for everyone to
rest, recharge and enjoy time together as we celebrate
the hope that we find in the message of Easter.

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you
wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9
Mrs Jenny Squire
Deputy Principal Head of Junior School

Kindergarten
Kindergarten have settled beautifully into the routines
of College.
In English we have been learning about words in
sentences and the parts of words. We are very excited
to be learning sounds and using them to make words.
In Maths we have been exploring numbers 1 to 10 and
how we can use these numbers in addition and
subtraction.
We also had lots of fun making patterns and
experimenting with 2D shapes.
We have been enjoying our developmental play
sessions where we have been learning skills in
communicating, sharing and how to be a good friend.
We are all looking forward to a well earned break.
Mrs Ferdarico
Mis Busch
Mrs Finlay
Mrs Mills

Year 4
Year 4 have made a great start to 2021 with the highlight so far being day
camp at Wedderburn Christian Campsite. Students and staff alike were
very excited that the current restrictions enabled this event to go ahead.
Students engaged in a range of confidence and team building activities
including BMX bike riding and a vertical challenge confidence obstacle
course.
Despite the vertical obstacle course being a ‘challenge by choice’ activity,
we as teachers were very excited to see so many students attempt the
course and push themselves beyond their comfort level.

We have been very excited to welcome a new member to
our College community this term, Molly the Wellbeing
Canine (in training). She has been quickly learning to enter
and roam each year 4 classroom, providing comfort and
support in appropriate ways.
Molly has been very helpful in providing students with a
support who need a mental break, emotional
encouragement or just an enjoyable pat.

This term we have been looking at conservation in the Macarthur region which has been integrated in our
world studies, literacy and art units. This has come to a climax this week as Bunnings have partnered with
Oran Park Anglican College to construct a frog pond to help sustain the frog population in our local area.
Stage 2 students will be involved in the maintenance of the newly constructed frog pond, as well as the bee
garden, created last year by the 2020 Year 4 cohort. We look forward to being involved in supporting the
conservation efforts in our local region.

Mrs Keen, Mrs Dunn and Mr Plunkett

Our Frog Pond
We now welcome Frogs into Oran Park Anglican College!
Bunnings and the Australian Museum have partnered together on a
world-leading citizen-science project called FrogID. This national
campaign, launched in November 2017, is focused on one of our
most threatened animal groups – frogs. The rapid disappearance of
frogs is a warning about the rate of environmental change as their
physiology and life cycle makes them highly sensitive to changes
on land and in water.
The goal of the Bunnings and the Australian Museum partnership is to
engage with local schools and communities through the Bunnings
network to create habitats that attract and support frogs at schools
around Australia while raising awareness about the importance of
frogs and the environment.
As Year 4 have been learning about Threatened and Endangered
Fauna in our local area we approached Bunnings Gregory Hills to see
if they would find the Oran Park Anglican College grounds suitable for
this project. The proposed and approved site is right next to the Bee
Friendly garden planted by Year 4 in 2020.
The Frog Pond was installed Wednesday 31 March 2021. We are so
excited to be custodians of such a beneficial habitat to some of our
smallest threatened creatures.

Crusaders Lunchtime Group
Crusaders (Cru) is a group that meets on Fridays at lunchtime. We study the Bible and discuss how it impacts
our world and our lives. It has been great to see students consistently coming and learning from God’s Word.
The students have been keen to learn each week about our great God.
This term, Cru Group has been learning about how God wants us to speak to each other and treat each other.
We have also learned about how God loves each of us because He created each of us, and how He showed
His great love for us by sending His Son Jesus to die for us on the cross.
This year Mr Mak from New Life Anglican Church has continued to join us and help teach us from God’s
Word. Each week we also play some very fun games that help us to remember what we have learned.
If you are a Christian or interested in learning about the God who saves people from their sins, why not come
along to the Friday lunchtime group to check it out? All are welcome.
‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead..’ 1 Peter 1:3
Mrs Langley and Mr Barber

Junior School Enrichment
What a busy and productive term we have had in Junior School! Students have participated in a wide
range of activities in their classrooms and across the College campus, in a variety of subject areas. These
activities, along with the cocurricular opportunities offered to them, all work together to enrich each child’s
learning experience.
This week, Year 1 and 2 participated in an action-packed incursion day with the Gumaraa Rangers to
support their Science topic. Students participated in a range of engaging activities such as face painting
with traditional ochre clay, boomerang throwing, Aboriginal dancing, bush tucker experiences and other
activities that allowed them to immerse themselves in the rich Aboriginal culture, learning about the
traditions and culture of the original custodians of this land.

APSMO
Last week, sixty students in Year 4, 5 and 6 began participating in APSMO ‘Australasian Problem
Solving Mathematical Olympiads’. This comprises a series of monthly competitions where students
work on complex mathematical problems and submit their answers. We look forward to challenging
our thinking and mathematical reasoning over the coming term.

Debating
Our Year 6 debating team, Alysha Spiteri, Gemma Watson,
Natalya Borg, Jake Withers, Jahzara Filo and Santiago Garcia
Quevedo have been working tirelessly over the past few weeks
especially, to hone their debating skills. Whilst they lost their first
debate, the team was successful last Friday in winning their
debate against George’s River Grammar School which was held
remotely via Zoom. The topic was ‘That schools with public
transport within 200m of the school should ban parents from
dropping off and picking up their children’. Our team argued in the
affirmative with the case line that ‘We, the children of the future,
need to try to save our environment. If we can reduce the number
of cars around our school, this will improve things environmentally,
economically and with traffic congestion. One small step can make
a big difference!’ Congratulations to this team on your progress
and success to date!
Mrs Snelson also has a very enthusiastic team of Year 5 debaters
who are in training each week as well, ready to debate in-school
topics and preparing to take on the regional debating competition
next year.

Library News
With the lifting of Covid restrictions, we are now ready to open the doors again and allow borrowing from the
Junior School Library. All our books have been accessioned and our new borrowing system is ready to go.
Students from Prep – Year 6 will need a College Library bag in order to borrow. These can be purchased
from the College office. The first week of Term 2 will be used to familiarise students with the Library layout
and borrowing will begin in Week 2.

Write4fun
Several students across Year 2-6 were recently nominated to enter the ‘Write4fun’ competition which is
held each year to encourage young writers and poets. Classes have been working on narratives this term
and using the ‘bump-it-up’ wall as inspiration to improve their work. It is exciting to see students keen to
include figurative language and techniques that will make the text more engaging for the reader. We will
wait until next term to see how our students fare in ‘Write4fun’.
Co-Curricular Activities
Our cocurricular groups are designed to offer enjoyment in participating with other students, to extend
individual capabilities and to facilitate new friendships. These activities enable students to further a talent
or interest that has already been developed, to take risks in learning new skills or just to pursue an interest.
We encourage every student to get involved or try something new.
All groups are held at lunchtimes. Students are free to sign up for more than one group if they wish to and
be prepared to commit to the group for the semester.
Monday

Dance

Years 1 - 2

Yr 1 breakout space

Mrs Trotman, Mrs Taj

Coding

Year 3 - 4

3R classroom

Miss Lee

STEM (Terms 2 and 3)

Years 1 - 2

B Block breakout

Mr Plunkett

Chess

Years 3 – 6

5R classroom

Mr Mitas

Debating
Quiet Play

Years 5 - 6
Years K – 1

5W Classroom
KR classroom

Mrs Snelson
Mrs Ferdarico

Art Club

Years 3 - 4

3W classroom

Mrs Watkins

Thursday

Choir

Years 3 – 4

C block upstairs

Mrs Watson

Friday

Choir
Cru Club

Years 5 – 6
Years 1 – 2

F block Music Room
2R Classroom

Mrs Lane
Mrs Davis, Mrs Cavanagh

Cru Club

Years 3 - 6

3B classroom

Mrs Langley, Mr Barber

Tuesday

Wednesday

If you have any enquiries, please contact:
Mrs Cathy Grant | cgrant@opac.nsw.edu.au |Junior School Enrichment Coordinator

JUNIOR SCHOOL

It's been an amazing term of sport. We have been blessed to be able to return to interschool competitions and also
participate in Carnivals
IPSSO
It has been a wonderful term for IPSSO, and students have benefitted from having weekly, competitive sport. We
were unable to play on the 24th of March due to wet weather, but we played on the 31st of March against St
Peters. We had mixed results with:

•

Junior basketball losing and senior basketball winning

•

Junior cricket losing and senior cricket winning

•

Juniors and seniors both won oz tag

Juniors and seniors both won football. Particular congratulations to Lexi Berglund for a great game in midfield and
Mariella Tacca for a great goal!
Well done to all students. Focus will now switch to the winter sports. Before College training will begin in week 4.

Athletics and Cross Country
The Athletics Carnival will be held at Campbelltown Athletics Centre on the 20 April 2021.

The Cross Country Carnival will be held at Camden Equestrian Centre on Monday the 26
April 2021.
Students in 8-10 years will run 2km, while 11+ years will run 3km.

Mr Chapman
Junior School Sports Coordinator

What does the self-esteem movement and Easter have
in common? On the surface most of us would either say
nothing, or perhaps if we think hard enough we might
make a connection to building up a child’s sense of self
with praise and chocolate eggs. The reality though, is
that the self-esteem movement by all accounts is a
complete failure and is also in stark contrast to the true
meaning of Easter.
Our culture does tend to sugar coat the Easter story
(literally) and it is important at this time of the year to
stop, pause, and consider the truth. Easter is the story of
Jesus, who despite living a sinless life, was taken to the
cross, bearing our sins in a gruesome and hellish death.
It is a story that we do not really want to engage with
fully because not only is it macabre and bloody, it is also
a reminder that life is not perfect. Not for anyone.

I read a beautiful quote recently, which said that our job
as parents is not to “prepare the road for our children but
prepare our children for the road”. Life is unfortunately
not a bed of roses and we should not sugar coat it for
our young people. The Budda said, ‘life is difficult’, and
in Ecclesiastes we find the opening few verses referring
to life as ‘meaningless. Gandhi said, ‘you can’t live a true
life without suffering”. Difficulty is a fact of life, yet so
many of us want to avoid it and want to protect our
children from it. The truth of the Gospel is in reality, an
affront to our modern philosophy and our attempts to
‘cotton wool our kids’.
Simon Smart wrote in the SMH a few years ago of this
troubling dichotomy between the building of a child’s
self-esteem and the inadvertent damage we actually
cause to their overall wellbeing by not helping build the
character needed to face the realities of life. I strongly
encourage you to read the story here. In contrast, he
cites the Easter message and the Christian
understanding of humanity, affronting as it is, as the
truth this generation really needs to hear.

In our Easter Chapel service this week, staff and
students took the opportunity to reflect on the real
meaning of Easter. Our students depicted the dramatic
events of last supper and the crucifixion and through
song we heard of the hope of His resurrection. Despite
the suffering that Christ experienced and that we all will
inevitably encounter throughout our lives, the Easter
message is one of hope. We will all face troubles in this
life, and Jesus’ death on the cross gives us hope that
despite our selfishness and sin, we have a future and
eternity with Him where all pain and suffering will finally
cease.

As we head into the Easter break, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank all of our community for your
continued support of the College, as we strive to impact
every member for Jesus through life-changing, quality,
Christian education. I wish everyone a wonderful break
and my hope is that you will not only enjoy time with
family and friends, but that you might take the time to
reflect on the true meaning of Easter.

1 Peter 3:18 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He
was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit”.

Mr Michael Newton
Deputy Principal Head of Senior School

A Handful of HSIE
Year 8 Medieval Europe
Students have now wrapped up their time in the world of Medieval Europe – feudalism,
Crusades, revolts and the Magna Carta have all contributed to an exciting unit to help us get into the
Middle Ages. Students ended by learning about military and defence systems, and in particular, the
design of the castle and the features that enabled it to become the defensive fortress it was.
Students got their hands dirty and worked in small groups to create a 3D model of a castle that
needed to include defence features such as a moat, battlements and crenelations, as well as
loopholes. It was a fantastic team building exercise that also helped students to visualise the content
they had been learning! We now look forward to the depth study of the Black Death in Europe, Asia
and Africa – a pandemic that wiped out most of the population of the time!
Mrs Chow

The Phenomena that is PDHPE
Stage 5 PASS Excursion – Bike Ride
This term, students in Stage 5 PASS (Physical Activity and Sport Studies) have
been studying physical fitness and managing risky outdoor environments.

Students had the opportunity to participate in a bike ride excursion where they
were managing the risks associated with riding a bike through residential areas,
navigating traffic and each other as they travelled through Oran Park into
Harrington Park and back.
Students were able to experience the difference in energy system use when
cycling. They concentrated on their cardiovascular endurance and muscular
endurance as they rode into Harrington Park and then had the opportunity to
compete in sprint races around one of the local ovals and lakes on the bike
paths.
Students experienced the lactic acid
burn in their legs as they competed
against one another in the races.
The students completed a cool
down and discussed ways of reducing muscle soreness and removal of
lactic acid from working muscles.
The excursion was a great experience for all students, especially those
who are not regular bike riders.
Mrs Clisdell

Peer Support
This term we have kicked off our Peer Support Sessions where the Year 10 and Year 11 Peer Support
Leaders have been leading the Year 7 and Year 8 students through a series of sessions based upon
themes. The themes align with the curriculum that the students are learning in PDHPE as well as the
Pastoral Care program running during Term 1. Year 7 have been investigating friendship and what it
means to be a good friend and how we can treat others. While Year 8 have been looking into resilience
and what it means to implement strategies to overcome adversity.
The Peer Support Leaders have led their peers exceptionally well and have made some really good
connections with them. I look forward to watching these relationships grow and develop throughout the
year.
Mrs Rees

The English Chronicle
Chief Editor: W. Shakespeare

Date: Very Ye Olde

Breaking News!

Year 10 are becoming
curious creative
composers!
Sub-Editor: Squire J. Little
Sketch artist: Lady M. Manthos
Throughout term 1, Year 10 have been
developing a toolkit for crafting effective creative
compositions. Students have been thinking
deeply about the ‘world’ of their story and
investigating the contextual and linguistic features
of their chosen time period. This has enabled
students to manipulate different tones within their
pieces by embedding powerful nouns and verbs
which reflect their character’s emotional state.
Students have also reflected on the writing and
drafting process, purposefully analysing the
choices they have made as writers. Undoubtedly,
Year 10 have become more aware of the power
of language to create meaningful plots and
characters.
Furthermore, students have begun to consider
how literature can explore notions of conflict. By
analysing Suzanne Collin’s dystopian thriller The
Hunger Games and Harper Lee’s classic To Kill a
Mockingbird, Year 10 are composing insightful
arguments which evaluate how individuals
respond to challenging situations.

Mr Little & Miss Manthos

Apothecary to fix your scabs and sores.: C. McLaren (very discrete)
Paper girl: J. Soane (toss her a coin ... no buttons please)

English Chat
English chat with Year 10
Mr Little and Flynn Harris

Duke of Edinburgh Spotlight
Duke of Edinburgh Spotlight
At our Senior School Assembly last week, we were pleased to be
able to award Sophie Rafaraci (Year 11) and Kimberly Thorson
(Year 10) with their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award certificate
and badge.
Both girls have worked hard amidst an interrupted Bronze
program to persevere and demonstrate commitment to the
completion of a task they had undertaken and by achieving their
Bronze Award, they join a global community of The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award Recipients.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is a global
framework, which challenges young people to dream big,
celebrate their achievements and make a difference in their
world. It operates in more than 130 countries and territories,
helping to inspire millions of young people. Its not limited by the
boundaries of one program or place. There are 1.3 million young
people currently completing their own unique program, via
hundreds of thousands of youth-focused partners and operators.
Our first adventurous journey for the year is coming up on
Thursday 22 – Friday 23 April, in the first week back for Term 2.
Students who are participating have been regularly attending
lunchtime meetings in preparation for the terrain and the
demands of the overnight expedition. We look forward to hearing
many of the great stories and experiences students have!

Remember to continue completing and logging your activities over the holiday break, and for some students,
use the break as a chance to catch up on missed logs and AJ reports that are overdue!
Mrs Chow

Careers Column
Work Experience
Work Experience was the topic of discussion this week, in Year 10.
Students have been given the option to participate in work
experience in the Term 1, 2 or 3 school holidays. This opportunity
will provide students with a better perspective of the requirements of
the workplace and assist them in deciding their future career path.
We are extremely excited to announce that Chaitu Reddy will be
commencing work experience at Newcrest Mining in Orange, NSW.
We wish Chaitu all the best as he embarks on this valuable learning
experience.
University of Wollongong: Year 12 Study Sessions
The University of Wollongong (UOW) is committed to providing additional resources and assistance to help
students successfully complete their final year of schooling and transition to tertiary study.
The HSC Subject Support Series is designed to help students improve their knowledge and understanding of
key subject content and discover what HSC exam markers and assessors are looking for.

The series includes 18 FREE subject-specific online sessions, participants will have the opportunity to ask
questions and receive tips and strategies directly from education professionals with years of experience.
Each webinar will cover:
 Detailed analysis of difficult course content, delivered by one of the most qualified and experienced
HSC markers in NSW.
 HSC marker insights on how to approach potential HSC questions.
A chance to view, and practice, possible HSC questions (and be provided with example responses to each
question).
The webinars will commence on Monday, 26 April. If you are interested in registering, please visit
https://www.uow.edu.au/study/events/hsc-support-series.

Mrs Mertzanakis and Mrs Chow

SENIOR SCHOOL
SENIOR SCHOOL

MISA Secondary Sport 2021
Well, we got through a full term of MISA for 2021!
And what a term it was with three teams making it into the MISA finals!

Congratulations to the MISA 10-12 Boys Basketball who defeated Macarthur Anglican College in a very convincing
fashion! This result meant that they went and represented the College at the MISA Interzone Finals at MINTO.
Although they did not win the trophy, the students played fearlessly, with excellent craftsmanship, determination
and sportsmanship!
Well done to the Senior Boys Basketball team: Dylan Anderson (Year 12), Kyle Ferguson (Year 12), Logan Harris
(Year 12), Hayden Kaye (Year 12), Isaac Banister (Year 11), Dharma Inavolu (Year 11), Jordan Saleh (Year 11),
Jayden Inglis (Year 10), Jacob Ling (Year 10), Aydin Mustafa (Year 10) and Jessie Mugisha (Year 10).

CSSA State Swimming Championships
Congratulations to Jai Cooper (Year 11), Tali Cooper (Year 8), Lara Faddy (Year 8), Evan Gardner (Year 11),
Amelia Kaye (Year 8), Hayden Kaye (Year 12), Lauren Kaye (Year 10), Ozaif Khot (Year 12) and Sancia Shrestha
(Year 7) for being selected to represent the College at the CSSA State Swimming Championships.
All students represented the College and South Met Zone well! Well done to our Swim Team!
Well done to Lauren Kaye (Year 10) who has progressed through to CIS for 50m Freestyle and 50m Backstroke.
We are cheering you on!

Conquer the World Challenge
Remember to send through your Conquer the World Kilometres to your Sports Captains…
•
•
•
•

Carmichael – Alyssa Oudshoorn: aoudshoorn@student.opac.nsw.edu.au
Lewis – Marne Seymour: mseymour@student.opac.nsw.edu.au
Liddell – Jai Cooper: jcooper@student.opac.nsw.edu.au
Wilberforce – Evan Gardner: egardner@student.opac.nsw.edu.au

The tally stands at….

Carmichael
Total (km)

127

Lewis

Liddell
52

25

Wilberforce
10

Dates for the Diary – Term 2:
MISA Round 1 – 27 April 2021
CIS State Swimming – 27 April 2021

Mrs Clisdell
Head of PDHPE Senior School

There is so much to be thankful for as we near the
end of this amazing term. An opportunity to rest and
reset is on the way, but I wanted to emphasise that
the coming Easter represents even more to us than
just a holiday. As a Christian school, the Easter
season is the most significant and we trust you and
your families will take some time to consider the
spiritual importance of this holiday.
It is Easter that sets the Christian faith apart from all
the others. The death AND resurrection of Jesus
Christ is unique. While other faiths and religions may
have some similarities to Christianity—a popular
teacher, a great preacher—none of them talk about
the death and resurrection of the Saviour. It has
always struck me as interesting that at Christmas
time we talk about “peace on earth”, yet it is actually
Easter that we gain access to peace that is beyond
understanding, and forgiveness that is complete and
a hope for the future and an entry into the very
presence of God.

Prior to the resurrection of Jesus the people were bound
to a system of sacrifice that was never really complete.
It required sacrifices to be offered every year. They
acted as an annual reminder of man’s sinfulness. So no
sacrifice was ever enough. Until Jesus’ sacrifice on the
cross. His death and resurrection was enough. It was
complete. It was once, it was for all.
Our prayer is that all of our families truly grasp the full
meaning of Easter, that between the chocolate and the
eggs and the family time, everyone takes time to reflect
upon Easter and the message of grace, forgiveness and
hope.
Jesus says “I came that you may have life, life to the
full” (John 10:10)

God Bless,
Ms Kirsten Philips
Director of Wellbeing and Christian Education

